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and the Russian and Eastern European
Studies Concentration

Novosti is a newsletter put out once or twice I Welcome Back!

each semester with news about Russian Depart-

ment and Russian, Central and Eastern Euro-
pean Studies (RCEES) activities. We wish you all
a pleasant and successful spring semester. We
have some exciting events planned; we hope
you will join us for some or all of them! Watch
for “e-novosti” throughout the semester for up-
dates on events and breaking news.

Welcome Back!

We extend special greetings to returning vet-
erans of off-campus study programs. Claire
Wenngren '08 studied last semester on an
American Council of Teachers of Russian (ACTR)
sponsored program in St. Petersburg, and Wyatt
Montague participated in the ACTR fall semester
program in Moscow Christine Boeckholt ‘08
studied in Olomouc, Czech Republic, in a pro-
gram sponsored by the Associated Colleges of
the Midwest (ACM). Quenna Lalonde ‘07 com-
pleted an ACTR program in Kiev (Kyiv), Ukraine.
Sidonie Straughn-Morse ‘08 spent the semes-
ter in Krakow, Poland, where she was studying at
Jagiellonian University in a program sponsored
by Lexia International.
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Staffing News

Many of you are aware that Anatoly Vishevsky will be on sabbatical leave next year, and Todd Arm-
strong will be on leave during Spring 2008. Helen Scott will be moving to Senior Faculty Status. For
this reason, the Russian department will be hiring a for a one-year replacement for next year. The SEPC
may be in contact with you regarding meeting candidates for this position, and there may also be op-
portunities for hearing talks from visiting candidates. Novosti will keep you posted.

Welcome to New Majors Good Luck!

and Concentrators!

We also wish the very best to Morgan Wajda-
Levie 08, who has studied this past fall on an

welcome to our newest majors, Claire ACTR Moscow program, and who is taking a

Comstock-Gay ‘09 and Emma Silverman personal leave next semester, during which
09. he will study in Kazan, as well as to Sheahan

Virgin ‘08, who will also take a personal leave
to study in Kazakhstan this semester.

The Russian Department extends a warm

Some of you are in the process of declar-
ing, so if we've forgotten anyone, let us
know!

New RCEES Concentrators include Jacob
Schneider 07.

Russian Department SEPC ~

Spring 2007

The Russian Department SEPC members this
year are Alica Assini‘07, Robyn Repko ‘07,
Jacob Schneider 07 (chair) and Leann Wil-
son ‘07. (SEPC stands for Student Educational
Policy Committee, and is a group of students
who work with faculty members in the Russian
department in organizing our co-curricular pro-
gram, assisting in providing student input on
reviews, and representing the majors in our de-
partment to SGA.) The SEPC is open to anyone
who wishes to take part; please contact Helen
Scott [scotth] if you are interested in joining.

http://www.grinnell.edu/academic/russian/
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Russian, Central, and Eastern European Studies at Grinnell

The staff of the Russian Department and col-
leagues in other departments work together in
promoting the study of the languages, culture, and
history of the former Soviet Union and the

lands which are usually designated as Central and
Eastern European. The Russian Department
consists of the following members:

Helen Scott, chair ARH 217D [SCOTTH]

Kelly Herold, chair, ARH 232C [HEROLDK] (on
leave)

Raquel Greene ARH 232A [GREENER]
Anatoly Vishevsky, ARH 232B [VISHEVSK]
Todd Armstrong, Mears 113 [ARMSTRON]

In addition to members of the Russian Department,
faculty in other departments have specializations

Russian Mentored-Advanced

Project (MAP) News

During winter break, Amanda Smith ‘07, Robin
Repko ‘07, Lindsey Martin ‘07, Leann Wilson ‘07,
and Julia Yansura ‘07 went to Russia to conduct
two-week internship in various Moscow theaters:
Mossovet Theater, Pushkin Theater, Youth Theater,
Theater of Satire and Stanislavsky Theater. The
students stayed at the Moscow Art Theater School
Dorm, and spent two weeks at their respective
theaters studying repertoire, directing and acting
techniques, as well as the theater’s place in the
general scene of contemporary Moscow theaters;
they completed research, conducted interviews
with actors and directors, did technical work,

and attended both rehearsals and productions

of plays. The weather was amiable, the theater
people warm and friendly, and except for a couple
of students who screamed at night in the dorm
corridors (those over-emotional Russian theater
students!), the internship went very well! The stu-
dents will use the research this semester on their
MAP projects.

The students will present their work at the end of
the spring semester; watch for announcements!

in Russian, Central, and Eastern European Studies,
and are members of the RCEES committee:

Robert Grey, Pol. Science, CARN 205 [GREY]
Daniel Kaiser, History, Mears 216 [KAISER]
John Rommereim, Music, BCA 205 [ROMMER]

If you are interested in the Russian Central and East
European Studies Concentration, please contact
RCEES chair Anatoly Vishevsky.

PYCCKUW CTOJI

Russian Table is held on Fridays during
the lunch hour in the JRC. Participants go
through the line in the dining hall to get
their meals. We invite speakers of Rus-
sian at every level to join us for informal
Russian conversation. Individuals not on
board are guests of the Russian Depart-
ment—just sign the sheet at the entrance.
MPUTTIALLAEM BCEX MENAKOLWMKX!

http://www.grinnell.edu/academic/russian/
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News from our Russian Language Assistant, Vera Bobkova

Monday, Wednesday 9-10 PM
Thursday 12-1 pm

and by appointment.
HoBocTn oT accncteHTa Bepbl
Bob6koBow

fl xouy pacckasaTtb BaM O TOM,
YTO MHTEPECHOro MOXKHO AenaTtb,
€C/ Bbl M3yyaeTe PyCCKUi B
[pyHHenne:

1. NAaTtHnua. Pyccknin
KynvHapHbin Kny6.

B 3TOM cemecTpe Kaxgyto NAHWLY
Mbl GyieM roToBUTb PYCCKYIO

eny. Mbl y>e rotoBuin KoTneTbl C
KapTOLUKOWM 1 PyCCKUM CanaTom,
1 TOPT, KOTOPbIN A BCerga Aenato
cebe Ha feHb poXaeHUs.
MpwuxopuTe B Pyccknin lom n
npucoepuHanTecs! byget BKycHO!

2. http://360.yahoo.com

3710 dopym, rae mbl
NPaKTUKyeMCA C CTyAeHTamu,
KOTOpble 13yYatoT Pa3roBOPHbIi

pycckuin (Conversational Russian).

Mbl roBopum Tam no-pyccku! Mbi
obcyxaem pyCccKyto KynbTypy,
3afjaém apyr Apyry BOnpochl.
MNpucoeguHanTecsb!

To join you should get an ac-
count in 360.yahoo.com, add me
as a friend (my user name there
is Vera B) and comment on my
blog in one of the discussions.
Welcome!

3. Macnennua!!! 12-18 deBpans
MacneHuua 3710 A3bluecKnin
NpasaHuK - KoHew, 3umbl. Mo
Tpaguuun opeBHMUe pycckue
rosopwnu 3ume [1o cBupaHunsA

1 Xrnv vyyeno. Ewe oHm enn
6nMHbI. BNH ObIN CUMBOJIOM
ConHua.

18 deBpans, B BOCKpeceHbe Mbl
6ynem npasgHoBaTb MacneHuuy!

MNpuxogute!

So? Maslenica is from the word
‘macno’ (butter). It is the last week
before the Lent. It's an old pagan
tradition to say farewell to winter
and to burn its scarecrow. One
more great thing about this cel-
ebration is pancakes! They were a
symbol of the Sun which sym-
bolysed prosperity and warmth,
and coming spring. In Old Russia
this celebration was very popular
- the whole village celebrated it.
They had tournaments, dances,
lots of food. Young girls and guys
tried to find a couple in those
days and they had great chances,
because lots of people came from
smaller villages to bigger ones
just for this reason ;-)

It's a tradition to celebrate
Maslenica in the Russian Depart-
ment, so watch the information in
your e-mails about the exact date
and time of the celebration!

4. link of the month:
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/eu-
rope/6323611.stm

CrypeHTKa Pebekka npucnana
MHe 3Ty CCbUIKY MPO OPaKeBbIN
cHer B Poccun B ogHOM 13
ropogos Cnbupwu.

MHe Bcerga o4yeHb NPUATHO
pabotaTb ¢ Bamu. MNpuxogute
KO MHe B 0bUC, eCNN HYXKHa
nomouyb!

YpauHoro BToporo cemectpa!

Bepa
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Upcoming/Ongoing Russian Department ~ RCEES Events

Russian Film Series

Leann Wilson ‘07, Russian Department Student Secretary continues her work with the weekly Russian
Film Series. Screenings of Russian classics both old and new are held every other Saturday (watch
for announcements) in the Cultural Education Center (a.k.a. the AV Center video lounge). All films are

shown with subtitles; refreshments are ALWAYS offered, and everyone is welcome.

FEXEXXX*

TOMORROW!!

Come and See Brilliantovaia ruka (The Diamond Arm) on Saturday at 1:00 PM in
the AV Center’s Cultural Education Center. This is one of those classic Soviet com-
edies that’s the source of a number of cultural allusions, catchphrases, and jokes
in Russia.

Here’s a little synopsis:

Semon Semonovich, a diligent Soviet economist, goes on a cruise where he unwittingly gets ac-
quainted with the Mafia’s right-hand man, Kozodoev, whose assignment is to pick up diamonds from
his supplier and deliver the contraband back to Moscow hidden in a cast on his arm. During one of
the last stops, Semon Semonovich gets mistaken for Kozodoev and ends up wearing the jewel-en-
crusted cast. When he returns to Moscow Semon contacts the police. Now he has to pose as bait and
escape the traps elaborately planted by the Mafia. This beloved film, featuring an enchanting cascade
of tricks, jokes, witty remarks, and cheesy, yet unforgettable musical performances, has remained a
favorite among the Russian public for over a quarter of century.

Run time: 95 minutes

Even if you think it sounds stupid, you'll probably enjoy it anyway. At any rate, it's worth checking out
as an important cultural phenomenon in Russia.

Hope to see you there!

http://www.grinnell.edu/academic/russian/
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Upcoming/Ongoing Russian Department ~ RCEES Events (cont.)

Russian-themed Falconer Gallery Exhibit
The Space of Freedom: Apartment Exhibitions in Leningrad
(1965-1986)

March 9 - April 22, 2007

Approximately 60 paintings, drawings, and prints from the collection of the Museum of NonConformist Art
in St. Petersburg, Russia. Artwork in the exhibition will be displayed in a fabricated Soviet apartment interior
(circa 1970) that will be assembled in Faulconer Gallery. Organized by the University of Richmond Museums,
Virginia, the exhibition and tour have been made possible with generous support from the Global Partners

Project, which is funded by the Andrew W. Mellon Foundation.
FRXEXXXX%

Special Events in Connection with The Space of Freedom:

Guest Speaker:

Joseph Troncale, curator of the exhibition and Associate Professor of Russian, Co-Director of the Russian
Studies Program, University of Richmond

“Creating a Space of Freedom in Soviet Russia”

Thursday, April 5, 8:00 pm

Bucksbaum 152
R E L X

Slavic Coffeehouse
Saturday, April 7, 5:30-7:00 pm
Bucksbaum Center for the Arts Rotunda

An annual Spring event in the Russian Department, the Slavic Coffeehouse is co-sponsored by Russian and
Central and Eastern European Studies (RCEES). Students meet at kitchens on campus and in professors’
homes, and prepare a variety of exotic treats from the Slavic kitchen, to be sold with coffee and tea that
evening. Proceeds from the evening are used to fund an event for Russian House. This year the Slavic Cof-
feehouse will be held in conjunction with the Falconer Gallery exhibit. Watch for more announcements later
this semester!

Musical entertainment is a frequent tradition of the Slavic Coffeehouse, and performers have ranged from

Russian bards to classical musicians. This year we are pleased to announce

Oleg Vitalyevich Timofeyev

Guitar Music

Saturday, April 7, 7:00 pm (after Slavic Coffeehouse)
Faulconer Gallery

For more information on Mr. Timofeyev, please see http://www.iowaartscouncil.org/programs/folk-and-tra-

ditional-arts/iowa-roots/season-three/oleg-timofeyev.shtml

—



Funding Opportunities

Mohan Russian Study Award

The purpose of the Russian Study Award is to
provide students who have seriously pursued the
study of Russian with an opportunity to develop
their language skills in the Russian speaking world.
The Award is intended to enable Grinnell College
students to pursue a study program or a project
of their own design after graduation. The study
program or project must be initiated within the
year following graduation. Projects which tend to
immerse the student in a Russian language envi-
ronment and develop Russian language skills are
favored and these may include: structured study
programs (such as an ACTR semester), volunteer-
ships, or internships, which have cultural, political
or social value. See the Alumni section of the Rus-
sian Department’s web page for examples of the
many types of creative projects funded in the past.

The Award is drawn from funds raised by three
devoted friends of the Russian Department: Diane
Fisher Perkinson ‘82, Sharon McKee ‘82 and Em-
ily Silliman‘81.

The deadline for applying is the Friday before
Spring Break. More detailed information about the
Mohan Russian Study Award, as well as the down-
loadable application form can be found at http://
www.grinnell.edu/academic/russian/award/.

Anne K. Hanson ‘86
Memorial Award

This endowed scholarship was established in 1989
in memory of Anne K. Hanson ‘86 by her friends
and family. Anne Hanson was a Russian Studies
major who went on the Grinnell College Interim
Tour of the USSR during her senior year. The Award
will be used to partially fund at least 1 student who
wishes to take a Russian Summer intensive lan-
guage program. The program must be approved by
the chair of the Russian department and be com-
pleted prior to graduation from Grinnell College.

—

Selection for the Anne K. Hanson Memorial Award
is made by the Russian Department faculty. The
scholarship will partially fund student(s) to attend
a summer language intensive course in Russian.
Funds will be available for the next year ifin a
given year students are not selected. If the Russian
Department faculty deem only one student excep-
tional, the department will consider providing full
funding for the language intensive program.The
award is paid directly to the student recipient.

Students may apply after completing one year of
Russian language. To be considered, applicants
must complete an application form and write an
essay. Interviews with department faculty may be
required. The deadline for applying is the Friday be-
fore Spring Break. Please contact Todd Armstrong
[armstron] for more information about applying for
this award, and for an application (which will soon
be available on-line).

Russian Language Internship

Stephanie Hitztaler '96 brings the following op-
portunity to the attention of Russian majors. Does
the thought of exploring Russia’s wilderness and
experiencing life in its small, rural communities ap-
peal to you? If you have a strong interest in Russia,
nature conservation, and being in the outdoors,
please read further!

We at the non-profit organization, American As-
sociation for the Support of Ecological Initiatives
(AASEI), in conjunction with our Russian partner,
Adonis, highly encourage you to apply to our sum-
mer internship program in northwest Russia. With
an environmental and cultural focus, this program
introduces students to Russia’s unique system of
protected areas, and to the people who work in
them. Besides interacting with protected area
staff, students work closely with Russian college
students who share similar interests in ecology and
environmental issues. For more detailed informa-
tion, please read below!

http://www.grinnell.edu/academic/russian/
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Program Overview

The first part of the internship will consist of an orientation, including field trips, in St. Petersburg. The
rest of the program will then be divided between Nizhnesvirsky and Laplandsky Nature Reserves. Ac-
tivities at both reserves include: an introduction to local flora, fauna, and natural history; nature hikes;
meetings with the reserve directors; interaction with local people; and service projects. Both reserves
are located in the vast boreal forests of northwest Russia. (For more information about each area,
please consult AASEI's Web site: www.wesleyan.edu/aasei/nature_reserves.htm.) Total length of pro-
gram: 4 weeks, June 28—July 27, 2007. Students will arrive in and depart from St. Petersburg, Russia.

Requirements and Costs

This internship is intended for undergraduate students who will begin their junior or senior year in

fall 2007; recent graduates are also encouraged to apply. Language proficiency is not required; how-
ever, we give strong preference to candidates who have completed at least two years of college-level
Russian. AASEIl and Adonis cover all program costs in Russia, and provide visa support. Students are
responsible for Russian visa fees (approximately $100) and airfare to and from Russia. (Summer airfares
range from approximately $1200-$1600 for round-trip tickets depending on the airline, advance pur-
chase, and place of departure in the US.) Students typically have been able to receive funding through
the Russian/Slavic Department, or other programs, such as Russian and East European Studies, at their
colleges or universities.

Academic Credit

Although we are not able to offer academic credit, this internship serves as a solid foundation for
future studies and other professional endeavors. Students can begin to identify potential thesis topics,
including environmental education and policy, and natural resource management. They also have the
invaluable opportunity to establish contacts with nature reserve staff, and with local specialists.

Application

To download an application or for more information, please refer to our Website:
http://www.wesleyan.edu/aasei/ , or contact Stephanie Hitztaler, AASEI acting director at shitztal@
umich.edu or Mr. William Wasch, AASEI secretary at wkwasch@snet.net

Application Deadline: March 26, 2007

What Past Participants Have to Say

“There were times that | had to pinch myself to make sure that | really was in northern Russia...l started
to understand the vastness of the Russian wilderness and its indescribable beauty. | improved my Rus-
sian and was able to expand my limits by communicating to my new Russian friends and embracing
their amazing culture” AASEl alumna, Summer 2006

http://www.grinnell.edu/academic/russian/
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Opportunities

American Councils for International Education: ACTR/ACCELS announces the follow-
ing scholarship opportunity for Summer 2007 study abroad in Russia and Eurasia:

Scholarships for area studies program in Moscow: Financial aid is available for participants on the five-week
summer program focusing on area studies, Contemporary Russia. This unique opportunity for study in Moscow
offers courses in Russian economics, politics, and culture; all content-based classes are be taught in English by
faculty of the State University: Moscow Higher School of Economics, one of Russia’s most prestigious centers
for the study of social sciences. Program participants also receive six hours per week of elementary Russian
language instruction. (Students with prior training in Russian are provided instruction at the appropriate level;
we can accommodate students of all proficiency levels.) Other program features include room and board with
Russian families; weekly cultural excursions; a full-time U.S. resident director; Russian peer tutors; eight semes-
ter-hours of academic credit through Bryn Mawr College; and pre-departure orientation in Washington, D.C.
Tentative program dates: June 27 - July 30, 2007. Application deadline: March 15.

For more information, please contact:

Outbound Programs, American Councils for International Education:
ACTR/ACCELS,

1776 Massachusetts Avenue, NW, Suite 700, Washington, DC 20036
Phone: (202) 833-7522

Email: outbound@americancouncils.org

Website: www.acrussiaabroad.org; www.americancouncils.org.

XXX X XXX

Language Exploration Grant

The School of Russian and Asian Studies announces:

The Charles Braver
Language Exploration Grant
Next deadline: May 15, 2007

The Charles Braver Language Exploration Grant is now available for students who demonstrate clear goals

for study abroad in the FSU. The grant is dedicated in memory of Charles Braver, an educator who worked for
many years to promote and practice cross-cultural teaching, learning, and geographical and intellectual explo-
ration.

Two grants of 500 USD each are currently available and may be used for study abroad in summer or fall of
2007. Students who have completed two semesters of Russian or Chinese language study may apply. For more
information, please see http://www.sras.org/sub_program.phtml|?m=130

(www.sras.org > Programs > Funding > Study Abroad Grant Programs).

Questions about the program may be directed to:

Josh Wilson
Asst. Director
The School of Russian and Asian Studies
Editor-in-Chief

Vestnik, The Journal of Russian and Asian Studies http://www.grinnell.edu/academic/russian/
www.sras.org jwilson@sras.org




