Philosophy 336: CONTEMPORARY FRENCH PHILOSOPHY: FOUCAULT AND DELEUZE
Spring, 1997

Professor: Alan Schrift

Office: Steiner 311

Office Phone: 3161

Office Hours: MW 2:00 - 4:00, and by appointment

Required Texts

Michel Foucault: The Order of Things
Discipline and Punish
Deleuze & Guattari:  Anti-Oedipus

Course Requirements

This course is organized as a seminar, which means that active student participation is both expected
and required. There will be a good deal of reading, and students will be expected to do all of the
assigned reading and to come to class ready to discuss and/or ask questions about what they read.
Formal work for the class will include the following:

1. Two Seminar Presentations [20% each]:

The seminar presentation will consist of a 3-5 page written summary of the reading assigned for class.
This summary should be duplicated for the members of the class, and will be read in class. In addition
to summarizing the assigned reading, the written summary can (and should) raise questions for
discussion. These questions can be exegetical (e.g., “what does Foucault mean by ‘panopticism’?”’),
critical (e.g., “is Foucault correct when he says that ‘man’ is a recent invention?”),
associative/comparative (e.g., “does Foucault’s notion of genealogy add anything to Nietzsche’s?”)

2. Term Paper: [40%] 18-20 page research paper, due on May 14. No extensions will be granted
except for medical emergency. The specific topic for this paper will be determined by the student in
consultation with the instructor. In connection with this final paper, keep in mind the following
requirements/deadlines:

April 10: turn in a one-paragraph description of topic with annotated bibliography.

April 17: turn in detailed outline.

April 24: turn in 2 copies (one anonymous) of a 5S-page thesis statement that describes your project
in some detail. One copy will be evaluated by the instructor, and one copy will be evaluated
by a fellow student.

April 28: turn in comments on one another's thesis statements (xerox final page summary and
submit this to the instructor).

May 14: Paper Due.

3. Position Papers: each week, submit on Tuesday a one-page typed comment on some aspect of the
reading of that week. These papers will be graded, and will be figured into your class participation
grade component. They will provide you with an opportunity to try out theses/topics for possible
papers. [10%]



4. Discussion questions: for each class in which you will not be providing a seminar presentation, you
must send to me via e-mail a question for discussion. These questions must be submitted by
4:00pm on the day before class, and I will circulate them to you via e-mail by 5:00pm of that same
day.

The final grade will be determined on the basis of these writing assignments and general performance
in class [10%] during the course of the semester.

ATTENDANCE: You are expected to attend class. Although attendance normally will not be taken,
more than three unexcused absences will result in a lowering of your grade for the class participation
component. More than SIX unexcused absences will result in failure of the course.

LATE POLICY: Written assignments which are submitted late will be penalized one letter grade for
each 24 hours late. Papers submitted more than 48 hours late will NOT be accepted. Exceptions to
this policy will be made only for medical reasons.

Internet Resources

Information on Foucault and Deleuze can be located at the following sites:

http://cougar.vut.edu.au/~jongr/Deleuze.html
http://WWW.CSUN.Edu:80/~hfspc002/foucault.home.html

There is also an active discussion group as part of the “Spoon Collective” for Foucault and another for
Deleuze and Guattari. If you would like more information on these groups, let me know.



PHILOSOPHY 336: Tentative Course Outline

Week of

Jan. 21  Introduction.
Jan. 23 The Order of Things, Preface and Chapter One

Jan. 28  OT, Chapter Two
Jan. 30  OT, Chapter Three

Feb.4  OT, Chapter Four
Feb. 6  OT, Chapter Five

Feb. 11  OT, Chapter Six
Feb. 13 OT, Chapter Seven

Feb. 18  OT, Chapter Eight
Feb. 20 OT, Chapter Nine

Feb. 25 OT, Chapter Nine
Feb. 27 OT, Chapter Ten

Mar.2  Anti-Oedipus
Mar. 4

Mar. 11 Anti-Oedipus
Mar. 13

March 15-April1  SPRING BREAK

Apr. 1 Discipline and Punish, Part One
Apr.3  DP, Part Two

Apr.8  DP, Part Three, Chapter 1
Apr. 10  DP, Part Three, Chapter 2

April 10: one-paragraph description plus annotated bibliography due

Apr. 15 DP, Part Three, Chapter 3
Apr. 17 DP, Part Four, Chapter 1

April 17: detailed outline due

Apr. 22 DP, Part Four, Chapter 2
Apr. 24 DP, Part Four, Chapter 3

April 24: 2 copies (one anonymous) of 5-page thesis statement due

April 28: graded thesis statements due

Apr. 29, May 1, May 6 Seminar Reports



May 13 PAPERS DUE
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