Clark Lindgren’s interdisciplinary teaching for the 2006-07 academic year

TUTORIAL  “Many Roads to Truth: Acrimony, Authority, and Assumptions” (Fall)

Truth.  What is it?  How do we get it?  Many different answers have been offered throughout human history and have been a source of persistent controversy.  The controversy shows no sign lessening and, especially in the United States, the divisions between people with divergent viewpoints appear to be growing stronger.  Witness the current “debate” playing out on school boards and in the media between Evolution and Intelligent Design.  This tutorial will examine the pursuit of truth in science, religion and politics, paying particular attention to the unique mix found in the United States during the early years of the 21st century.  After scrutinizing several current methods, each member of the tutorial will develop a personal strategy for seeking truth.  For the “final exam” each student will describe, defend and apply their strategy to answer the question of human origins. 

NRS 250  “Neuroscience: Foundations, Future and Fallacies” (Spring)



This course will introduce the historical and theoretical foundations of neuroscience. Topics will range broadly from questions at the molecular and cellular level to those of organismal behavior, and consideration will be given to how the traditional scientific disciplines of biology, chemistry, and psychology have helped inform the field.  The course will also trace the development of neuroscience with a particular emphasis on the philosophical underpinnings of scientific inquiry and with a critical eye toward the recent expansion of neuroscience into traditionally non-scientific disciplines such as art, religion, and politics.   
