From: Roper, J Montgomery [mailto:ROPERJM@Grinnell.EDU] 
Sent: Thursday, October 06, 2005 2:46 PM
To: ECOCampus Committee Mail List
Cc: Eckhart, Vince; Andelson, Jonathan
Subject: Clugston's final recommendations
 

On Tuesday, September 27th, Richard Clugston, Director of University Leaders for a Sustainable Future, visited Grinnell College.  In addition to giving a public presentation, he met with the President, Ecocampus Committee, and other faculty and students interested in environmental and sustainability issues.

 

After the dinner, some of the members of Ecocampus had the opportunity to sit down with Dr. Clugston and hear his initial assessment of some of the issues that Grinnell College, and particulary the Ecocampus Committee, might want to think about in moving towards improving our sustainability.  He noted that his assessment was very preliminary.  Some of the things for us to think about:

 

1.      Increase the connections between the campus and the curriculum (e.g. including FM in the curriculum, classes with campus projects, engage FM into teaching).

2.      Identify how the ideals of sustainability fit into what Grinnell College is all about, and encourage that these connections are made in public presentations on Grinnell (e.g. we have “Pioneering Spirit” to explore ways that we can be better stewards of the planet).

3.      Identify and celebrate/publicize what we do well in terms of sustainability.

4.      Infuse sustainability into student internships and MAPS.

5.      Connect sustainability and interdisciplinarity into the curriculum (i.e. through the Expanded Knowledge Initiative).

6.      Identify what the role of the Environmental Studies Program is going to be.

7.      Get buy in – a critical mass is necessary.
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