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Grinnell College Challenges Microsoft’s lack of Biodiversity in XP Opening Screen
Everyday millions of people begin their working day at their computers with Microsofts’ opening screen, named “Bliss”, an award-winning iconic picture of a smooth green hillside and blue sky. Not at Grinnell College, Grinnell Iowa, where the college has adopted an opening screen on its computers depicting local native prairie and, more importantly, biodiversity. 
“Much as I admired the simplicity of the screen I realized that the mown monoculture of grass was creating an unconscious aesthetic for millions of users that would prejudice us against biodiversity and the complexity of plant communities,” says Douglas Caulkins, Professor of Enterprise and Leadership and member of the college’s Prairie Studies Program. “We need to encourage an aesthetic that values biodiversity and regards acres of bluegrass as boring,” he continued. “Grinnell culture rewards students for thinking about the relationship between the local and the global, and the disappearance of prairie into farm fields is just one local manifestation of the global process of dangerously reducing biodiversity,” Caulkins said. 

The current opening screen, installed on all of the college computers remotely during a software upgrade this summer, was taken from the college’s Prairie Studies photo archives that document the remnants of the tall grass prairie that once dominated the Iowa landscape and is now reduced to less than one percent of Iowa’s area. The decision to provide an alternative opening screen was quickly made by this feisty college of 1500 students that values diversity and the non-conventional.  “We emphasize critical analysis and creativity,” Caulkins said, “and our students and alumni think about remaking the world, at least whatever part of it we can manage to transform for the better.”
The Wilson Program in Enterprise and Leadership encourages creativity in its students and features a course entitled “Creative Careers: Learning from Alumni.” “The late Robert Noyce, the cofounder of Intel Corporation, was the first of the alumni that I asked to speak in my class,” Caulkins said,” and now I have a dozen or more each year in class, speaking about creativity in the arts, business, government, and non-profit organizations.”
Recent speakers include a VP of Goldman Sachs, a New York print maker, etc…

Copies of the Grinnell alternative screen, “diversified bliss” can be downloaded at www.grinnell.edu/academic/wilson/. The town of Grinnell, which has adopted the name “Jewel of the Prairie,” is a mecca for historians interested in the Prairie school of architecture.

