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Campus Fire Safety Right-to-Know Act  

 
The annual fire safety report is required by each eligible institution participating in any program under 
this title shall, beginning in the first academic year that begins after the date of enactment of the 
Campus Fire Safety Right-to-Know Act, and each year thereafter, prepare, publish, and distribute, 
through appropriate publications (including the Internet) or mailings, to all current students and 
employees, and to any applicant for enrollment or employment upon request, an annual fire safety 
report.  Such reports shall contain at least the following information with respect to the campus fire 
safety practices and standards of that institution.  The report provides a statement that identifies each 
university owned or controlled student housing facility, and whether or not that facility is equipped with 
a fire sprinkler system or other fire safety systems, fire escape planning or protocols, or both.  Statistics 
for each student housing facility concerning the occurrence of fires and false alarms in each facility, 
during the 3 preceding calendar years for which data are available; for each such occurrence in facilities 
described above a summary of the human injuries or deaths, structural and property damage, or 
combination thereof.  Information regarding rules on portable electrical appliances, smoking and open 
flames (such as candles), regular mandatory supervised fire drills, planned and future improvements in 
fire safety.  Information about fire safety education and training provided to students, faculty, and staff.  
Information concerning fire safety at any housing facilities owned or controlled by student groups that 
are recognized by the institution, including any student fraternity and sorority houses.   

Campus Reporting Locations & Terms 
 
On campus:  
Any building or property owned or controlled by an institution of higher education within the same 
reasonably contiguous geographic area of the institution and used by the institution in direct support of, 
or in a manner related to, the institution's educational purposes, including residence halls; and property 
within the same reasonably contiguous geographic area of the institution that is owned by the 
institution but controlled by another person, is used by students, and supports institutional purposes 
(such as a food or other retail vendor). 
 
Fire: 
Rapid oxidation of combustible material accompanied by heat, light and smoke of combustible 
material, which is found outside of its normal appliance, whether or not it is extinguished prior 
to arrival of emergency; any instance of open flame or other burning in a place not intended to 

http://www.grinnell.edu/securityofc/


contain the burning or in an uncontrolled manner. 
 
Fire related Deaths: 
Number of persons who were fatalities because of a fire incident, including death resulting from a 
natural or accidental cause while involved in fire control, attempting a rescue, or persons 
escaping from the fire scene (an individual who dies within one (1) year of injuries sustained as a 
result of a fire). 
 
Fire-related injury: 
Number of persons receiving injuries from fire-related incidents, including an injury from a natural 
or accidental cause who received medical treatment at a local medical facility. This includes first 
responders attempting to control the fire, attempting a rescue, or persons escaping from the fire 
scene. Persons may include students, faculty, staff, visitors, firefighters, or any other individual. 
 
Fire drill: 
A supervised practice of a mandatory evacuation of a building for a fire 
 
Cause of fire: 
The factor or factors that give rise to a fire. The causal factor may be, but is not limited to, the 
result of an intentional or unintentional action, mechanical failure, or act of nature. 
 
Value of property damage: 
The estimated value of the loss of the structure and contents, in terms of the cost of replacement 
in like kind and quantity. This estimate should include contents damaged by fire, and related 
damages caused by smoke, water, and overhaul; however, it does not include indirect loss, such 
as business interruption. 
 
Fire safety system: 
Any mechanism or system related to the detection of a fire, the warning resulting from a fire, or 
the control of a fire. This may include sprinkler systems or other fire extinguishing systems, fire 
detection devices, stand-alone smoke alarms, devices that alert one to the presence of a fire, 
such as horns, bells, or strobe lights; smoke-control and reduction mechanisms; and fire doors 
and walls that reduce the spread of a fire. 

Fire Safety Plans  
If a fire is discovered in any college building, call the Grinnell College Campus Safety & Security 
Department, 269-4600.  Identify yourself and give the fire’s location.  The emergency signal is a 
continuous sounding of the fire alarm.  In case of a fire each person in the residence hall should leave 
the building as quickly as possible, using available stairways and fire escapes.  Each student should also 
leave room door unlocked and close the door upon exiting their room.  Students should walk quietly and 
quickly downstairs and stand in a designated area away from the building.   Fire safety procedures are 
listed in the Student Handbook Online at http://www.grinnell.edu/ offices/studentaffairs 
/shb/section5/safety/ 

Residence Hall:   Student Housing Fire Protection Systems; 

Main Hall 
Langan Hall 
Norris Halls 

Wet sprinkler throughout with pre-
action system in attic.  Flow and 
valve tamper switches monitored 
by F/A panel 

Non-addressable fire alarm panel with hard-wired photo-
electric smoke detectors in hallways; hard-wired 
smoke/heat detectors in mechanical rooms, custodial 
closets, lounges & student rooms; hard-wired heat 
detectors in kitchens.  Fire alarm panel annunciates to 
Security and FM offices. 

Cleveland 
Haines; James 
Read;  Loose 

Younker;  Smith 
Gates;  Rawson 

Wet sprinkler throughout with pre-
action system in attic Flow and 
valve tamper switches monitored 
by F/A panel. 

Non-addressable fire alarm panel with hard-wired photo-
electric or ionization smoke detectors in hallways; hard-
wired heat detectors in kitchens and mech. rooms; 10-yr 
battery smoke detectors in bedrooms.  Fire alarm panel 
annunciates to Security and FM offices. 

http://www.grinnell.edu/%20offices/studentaffairs%20/shb/section5/safety/
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Clark;  Dibble 

Cowles 
Wet sprinkler throughout (no attic) 
Flow and valve tamper switches 
monitored by F/A panel 

Non-addressable fire alarm panel with hard-wired photo-
electric or ionization smoke detectors in hallways; hard-
wired heat detectors in kitchens and mech. rooms; 10-yr 
battery smoke detectors in bedrooms.  Fire alarm panel 
annunciates to Security and FM offices. 

Lazier 
Kershaw 

Rose 
East 

Wet sprinkler throughout (no attic)  
Flow and valve tamper switches 
monitored by F/A panel 

Addressable fire alarm panel with hard-wired photo-
electric smoke detectors in hallways, kitchens, lounges, 
custodial, bedrooms, etc.;  hard-wired heat detectors in 
mech. rms.  Fire alarm panel annunciates to Security and 
FM offices. 

Houses:  Student Housing Fire Protection Systems 
1130 East 
1205 Park 
BCC-1003 

Park 

Wet sprinkler throughout (no 
protection in attic) Flow and valve 
tamper switches monitored by F/A 
panel. 

Non-addressable fire alarm panel with hard-wired photo-
electric or ionization smoke detectors in hallways; 10-yr 
battery detectors in bedrooms.  Fire alarm panel 
annunciates to Security and FM offices. 

1128 East 
1217 Park 
1221 Park 
1227 Park 
1316 Park 

Wet sprinkler throughout (no 
protection in attic) Flow and valve 
tamper switches monitored by F/A 
panel. 

Non-addressable fire alarm panel with hard-wired photo-
electric smoke detectors in hallways; hard-wired 
smoke/heat detectors in mech. Rooms and attics; heat 
detectors in kitchens; 10-yr battery detectors in bedrooms.  
Fire alarm panel annunciates to Security and FM offices. 

Fire Escape Planning and Protocols: 

 
CAMPUS EMERGENCIES 

If a fire occurs in a campus building, everyone should quickly exit the building, using available 
stairways and fire escapes.  The emergency signal for a fire is a continuous alarm.  After 
reaching safety, call the Safety &  Security Department at ext. 4600 or dial 911 for assistance. (St  

 
EMERGENCY TELEPHONE AND NUMBERS 

Fire:  911 or x4600 (Student Handbook Online) 
 
BUILDING ACCESS 

Mechanical problems with locks, doors, or other security or fire equipment should be reported 
to Facilities Management or the Campus Safety & Security Office.  

 
Students are encouraged not to walk on fire escapes or the roofs of college buildings excepting 
during drills or a fire emergency.  Students found in the resident halls after the fire alarm has 
sounded may be fined $20 which will be billed to their student account.   
 

HOW  TO REPORT A FIRE 
If a burning odor or smoke is present, call the Campus Safety & Security Department at 
extension 4600 (or 911). Report the exact location of the fire and, if known, what is burning. If a 
fire is detected, sound the building alarm by pulling an alarm station.  

 
FIRES SAFTEY PROCEDURES 

The act of discharging a fire extinguisher, lighting a fire, and misuse or tampering with the 
alarm or sprinkler systems is considered irresponsible behavior and endangers the lives of 
others and results in immediate judicial action. The college also reserves the right to pursue 
criminal charges through the appropriate authorities.  
 
The minimum penalty for discharging fire extinguishers or misuse or tampering with fire alarm 
or sprinkler systems includes a minimum $50 fine. When the individual responsible cannot be 
identified, the fine is equally divided among the hall or house residents and taken from their 



continuing enrollment deposit.   Except during drills or a fire emergency, students are 
encouraged not to walk on fire escapes or the roofs of college buildings. 
 
The emergency signal is a continuous sounding of the fire alarm.  Students found in the 
residence hall after the fire alarm has sounded may be fined $20 which will be billed to their 
student account.   
 
In case of a fire, each person in the residence hall should leave the building as quickly as 
possible, using available stairways and fire escapes.  Each student should also leave room door 
unlocked, and close the door upon exiting their room.  Students should walk quietly and quickly 
downstairs and stand in a designated area away from the building.  Call the Grinnell College 
Campus Safety & Security Dept., 260-4600.  Identify yourself and give the fire’s location.   
 

ACTIONS TO TAKE 
 If you can help control the fire without personal danger, take action with available fire fighting 

equipment. If not, leave the area.  
 A local alarm station will cause the alarm to sound. It does not automatically notify the Fire 

Department, but does notify the Campus Safety &  Security Office. 
 Never allow the fire to come between you and an exit.  
 Remove all persons form the danger area.  
 Close doors behind you to confine the fire.  

 
EVACUATION RESPONSE TO AUDIBLE FIRE ALARMS 

 If the audible alarm sounds for more than 30 seconds or starts to sound for a second time, 
evacuate the building immediately.  

 Do not use the elevators.  
 If requested, accompany and assist persons with disabilities who appear to need assistance.  
 Leave all parcels and personal property inside.  
 Remain approximately 100 feet from t he exits to help facilitate clear access to the building for 

the fire department.  
 Return to the building only when instructed to do so by campus security staff, police, or fire 

department officials. 
  

POLICIES REALTED TO FIRE SAFETY MEASURES 
 
      Portable electronic appliances  

 Electrical Equipment:  Electrical appliances, including but not limited to electric blankets, 
cooking and heating equipment, heat lamps, halogen lamps, microwave ovens (with the exception of 
microfridges offered by Huskie Rental), and window air conditioners are not allowed in the 
residence halls.  Students with a medical condition requiring AC may use their own free standing air 
conditioner.  Students are not permitted to alter existing wiring.   
 
 Smoking is not permitted inside college buildings or on college property.  Smoking is permitted    

        outdoors  along the city of Grinnell right of ways along the roadway. 
 
Fireplaces and Fire Wood   

Most residence halls are equipped with fireplaces available for use on a group basis.  
Fires are not allowed in fireplaces in college owned houses.  When available, firewood is 
provided free for hall activities.  To obtain firewood for a hall event, contact the 
Residence Life Coordinator of the residence hall in which the fireplace is located.  This 
should be done a day in advance, minimum. 
 

Bonfires   



Bonfires/camp fires are only allowed in specific locations.  Facilities Management 
designates these areas.  There is currently only one location on campus where 
bonfires/camp fires are allowed.  This location is on the north side of campus next to the 
tennis court parking lot and Grinnell College athletic track.  For more details about exact 
location, please contact Facilities Management.  The following procedures must be 
followed: 

o All student bonfires must be approved by the Office of Student Affairs. 
o Only wood supplied by Facilities Management can be used.  Students are not 

allowed to provide their own wood. Students must request firewood from 
Facilities Management at least one day in advance.  If a large amount of wood is 
requested, Facilities Management may need at least one week prior notification. 

o Alcohol is not allowed anywhere outside on the Grinnell College campus. 
o The student(s) requesting the bonfire/camp fire is responsible for extinguishing 

the fire prior to leaving the site.  Organizer must discuss proper extinguishing 
procedures with Facilities Management prior to the event. 

o No bonfires/camp fires are permitted when the City of Grinnell has a burning 
ban. 

o If at any time during the bonfire/camp fire, a Grinnell College staff member or 
security officer feels the fire is out of control, the fire will be extinguished.   

 
Failure to follow these procedures by students may result in Judicial action. 

 

Barbecues & Open Flames  
A limited number of barbecue grills are available for student use.  Permission must be 
obtained from the Director of Facilities Management before barbecues can be set on 
college property.  Under no circumstances are students allowed to barbecue on the 
loggia.  Candles are prohibited in the residence halls and on loggias.   
 

Fireworks Policy  
The use of fireworks is illegal by Iowa law.  The possession or use of fireworks on 
campus is prohibited.  Policy violation may result in a fine and/or judicial action. 
 

FIRE SAFETY TRAINING 

 
Grinnell College Student Affairs and Safety and Security departments conduct fire drills in on 
campus student residence halls at the beginning of each academic year and during the spring 
semester.  Each resident living in campus housing is encouraged to participate with the drill 
using the techniques that are outlined in the student handbook.   Fire drills are conducted for 
other campus building during the spring of each year.  Fire Safety training programs will be 
given throughout the year. Information concerning campus emergency procedures concerning 
fires is listed at the Campus Safety & Security website and is printed in the campus “Emergency 
Procedures”  flip chart which is made available to Grinnell college faculty/staff and students. 
 

STATISTICS FOR ON CAMPUS STUDENT RESIDENT FACILTIES 
 

Statistics concerning the on campus student residential facilities are listed below in the most recent 

calendar years for which data are available.  Additional statistics concerning all other campus 

buildings and locations is also listed at the end. 



 

 

 

2009 Fire Statistics 
January 1-December 31, 2009 

Student Housing 
Location 

Incidents which did 
not result in a fire 

although Security was 
called to respond (e.g. 
burnt food, or smell of 

smoke 

Type of Fire 
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Fire 

Value of 
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Damaged by 
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Clark Hall 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 $0 

Cleveland Hall 0 4 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 $0 

Cowles Hall 4 (cooking) 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 $0 

Dibble Hall 
2 (cooking, machine/ 

industrial) 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 $0 

Gates Hall 3 (cooking) 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 $0 

Haines Hall 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 $0 

James Hall 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 $0 

Kershaw Hall 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 $100 

Langan Hall 2 (cooking, smoke) 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 $0 

Lazier Hall 4 (cooking, candle) 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 $0 

Loose Hall 5 (cooking) 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 $0 

Main Hall 2 (cooking, smoke) 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 $0 

Norris Hall 5 (cooking) 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 $0 

Rathjie Hall 2(electrical, other) 0 0 1 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 $45 

Rawson Hall 1 (cooking) 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 $0 

Read Hall 4 (cooking) 1 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 $25 

Rose Hall 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 $27445.62 

Smith Hall 8 (cooking) 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 $0 

Younker Hall 6 (cooking) 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 $0 



1019 Park Street 
(French House) 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 $0 

1023 Park Street 
(Mock Trail House) 4 (cooking) 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 $0 

1003 10
th

 Avenue 
(Black Culture 
Center House) 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 $0 

1128 East Street 
(Food/Pine Tree 
House) 1 (cooking) 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 $0 

1130 East Street 
(Eco House) 4 (cooking) 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 $0 

1217 Park Street 
(Russian House) 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 $0 

1221 Park Street 
(German House) 4 (cooking) 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 $0 

1227 Park Street 
(Chinese House) 9 (cooking) 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 $0 

1316 Park Street 
(Spanish House) 2 (cooking) 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 $0 

1011 Park Street 
(Grinnell House) 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Total Incidents 72 10 2 1 2 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 $27,615.62 

 

  2009 Fire Statistics for Other Campus Locations/Buildings 
January 1-December 31, 2009 

  Campus Locations/Buildings 

Incidents 
which did 

not result in 
a fire 

although 
Security was 

called to 
respond (e.g. 
burnt food, 
or smell of 

smoke   

Type of Fire 

Deaths 
related to 

Fire 

Value of 
Property 
Damaged 

by Fire 

Intentional 
Fire 

Unintentional Fire (classified by 
Cause) 

Undetermined 
Fire 
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ARH Building, 1226 Park 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 $0 

Bear Athletic Center, 1201 10
th

 
1 (smoke 

from welding) 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 $0 

Blue House, 1102 Broad (non-occupied 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 $0 



house) 

Bookstore 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 $0 

Bucksbaum Fine Arts Center, 1108 Park 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 $0 

Burling Library, 1111 6
th

 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 $0 

Career Development Center,  1127 Park 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 $0 

Carnegie Hall, 1210 Park 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 $0 

CRSSJ House, 1233 Park 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 $0 

Facilities Management Building, 1917 6
th

  0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 $0 

Faculty House, 1303 Park 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 $0 

Forum Building, 1119 6
th

  0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 $0 

Glove Factory, 733 Broad 
1 (computer 
equipment) 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 $0 

Goodnow Hall, 1118 Park 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 $0 

Harris Center, 1114 10
th

  0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 $0 

Harry Hopkins  House, 1131 Park 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 $0 

Herrick Chapel, 1128 Park 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 $0 

Joe Rosenfield Center 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 $0 

John Chrystal Center, 1103 Park 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 $0 

Levi House,1002 Park (guest house) 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 $0 

Macy House, 1205 Park 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 $0 

Mears Hall, 1213 6
th

 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 $0 

Nollen House, 1121 Park 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 $0 

Noyce Science Center 

2 (candle, 
beaker left on 

burner) 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 $0 

Noyce Science Center (sidewalk) 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 $0 

Pre-School, 1207 Park 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 $0 

Quad Dining Hall 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 $0 

Reading Lab, 1321 Park 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 $0 

Ricker House, 1510 Broad  (guest 
house) 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 $0 

Steiner Hall, 1120 Park 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 $0 

Windsor House, 1026 Park 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 $0 

1022 Park (Emeritus Faculty Office 
House) 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 $0 

Rental Houses (non-student) 

College Rental, 909 8
th

  0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 $0 

College Rental, 913 8
th

  0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 $0 

College Rental, 916 7
th

  0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 $0 

College Rental, 1032 High 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 $0 

College Rental, 1204 East 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 $0 

College Rental, 1208 East 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 $0 

College Rental, 1318 East 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 $0 

College Rental, 1322 East  0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 $0 



College Rental, 1403 Park 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 $0 

College Rental, 1405 Park 1 (cooking) 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 $0 

Campus Outside Locations 

Cleveland Hall Beach Area 0 1 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
 

$0 

Corner of 8
th

 and Park 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 $0 

Rathjie Hall Basketball Courts 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 $0 

Total Incidents 5 3 0 0 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 $0 

 

 

 


