Religion and Politics across the World

At a time of increasing religiosity in the world, religion is more and more seen as intersecting with major political issues.  A theocratic government in Iran contrasts with a secular French government which refuses to let Muslim students wear  headscarves in class.  A secular government in an Islamic Turkey also refuses to let Muslim students wear headscarves to class, while, in America, fundamentalist Christians object to the teaching of evolution and to any sex education other than abstinence. The tutorial will examine why religious fervor is rising across the world, and in what contexts religiosity dictates a political agenda.  We will examine a number of cases, including the United States, Turkey, Iran and India.
