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   Sustainability Assessment Questionnaire - 2

Sustainability Assessment Questionnaire (SAQ)

for Colleges and Universities

The Sustainability Assessment Questionnaire (SAQ) is designed to assist you in assessing the extent to which your college or university is sustainable in its teaching, research, operations and outreach.  “Sustainability” implies that the major activities on your campus are ecologically sound, socially just, economically viable and humane, and that they will continue to be so for future generations.  Academic institutions vary considerably in how they approach sustainability: some concentrate on minimizing their ecological impact through changes in operations; others emphasize sustainability in the curriculum.

This survey of sustainability at your college or university asks you to give impressions of your institution’s accomplishments on seven critical dimensions of higher education:      1. Curriculum; 2. Research and Scholarship; 3. Operations; 4. Faculty and Staff Development and Rewards; 5. Outreach and Service; 6. Student Opportunities;               7. Institutional Mission, Structure and Planning. The SAQ is designed to stimulate discussion and further assessment by campus representatives who are knowledgeable about and responsible for the activities mentioned in each section.  It is intended to be part of a group exercise.

If you wish to guide the process yourself, we suggest the following:  1. Assemble 10-15 representatives from critical campus constituencies, including students, faculty, staff, and administration; 2. Review the purpose and objectives of the exercise, the nature of sustainability in higher education, etc.; 3. Take about 30 minutes for each person to fill out the questionnaire individually or for small groups to work on specified sections; 4. Facilitate a discussion in which the whole group reviews the questionnaire section by section and gathers impressions; 5. Brainstorm possible next steps to strengthening sustainability on your campus.  Note:  The exercise could take 2-3 hours or more, and may be best carried out over two sessions.  

Directions: Please read through the definitions of sustainability (p.3) and all the questions prior to completing the questionnaire.  This will give you a sense of how we understand “sustainability.”  Then answer each question to the best of your ability.  Remember that this questionnaire is seeking your impressions on each dimension, so you need not have detailed information on all courses offered, transportation and recycling programs, etc., in order to complete it.  If you lack enough information for a reliable impression, please indicate that you don’t know the answer to that question.

It is important to recognize that all institutions will “score low.” Very few, if any, institutions embody sustainability on all these dimensions.  Sustainability is not a major focus of the academic disciplines or the wider economy in which higher education functions.  Thus it is difficult for any college or university to be very advanced in implementing sustainability.

We would prefer that the person(s) initiating this exercise be in contact with a ULSF staff member prior to their first meeting.  We invite those who use the SAQ independent of ULSF consultants to let us know how participants responded by reporting briefly on reactions to and outcomes of the exercise.  This is helpful for our ongoing research and assessment work.  Note: Since the questions are primarily qualitative and impressionistic, we cannot use the responses to rate or compare institutions.
Thank you.

This questionnaire was developed as part of ULSF’s Sustainability in Higher Education Indicators Project from February 1998 through June 1999.  The SAQ has been continually updated since then.  We are grateful for the advice of numerous experts in the field who were part of an informal Advisory Group for the duration of the project and gave constructive feedback on the design and content of the SAQ.  For a list of the Advisory Group, go to <www.ulsf.org/programs_saq_advgroup.htm>.  The SAQ can be downloaded from the web at <www.ulsf.org/programs_saq.html>.

ULSF    2100 L St., NW    Washington, DC  20037    USA

Phone: 202-778-6133    Fax: 202-778-6138    Email: info@ulsf.org    Website: www.ulsf.org

A program of the Center for Respect of Life and Environment
Definitions of sustainability:

· Sustainable development is development that meets the needs of the present without compromising the ability of future generations to meet their own needs.

- Brundtland Commission (United Nations), 1987

· Historically, the term “sustainable” arose among those with environmental concerns, and most of the literature and assessment instruments reflect this emphasis. However, it is increasingly recognized that sustainability cannot be achieved without addressing social justice issues.  There can be no sustainable communities and institutions without social justice.  So too is humane consideration toward the whole community of life an essential part of true sustainability.  An academic institution committed to sustainability should help students understand the roots of today’s injustices and motivate them to seek justice and humaneness in full integration with understanding the roots of environmental degradation and modeling environmentally sustainable practices.



- John B. Cobb Jr., “Sustainability and the Liberal Arts” conference, 1998

· Sustainability is an ideal end‑state.  Like democracy, it is a lofty goal whose perfect realization eludes us.  For this reason, there will always be competing definitions of sustainability.  We know these definitions will always include the well‑being of people, nature, our economy, and our social institutions, working together effectively over the long term.  

- Alan AtKisson, “The Compass of Sustainability,” 1998

Date: ___August 2005_________

Name: ____________________________ Position: ________________________________

Institution: ______Grinnell College______________________________________________

CURRICULUM

1. Indicate the extent to which your institution offers courses which address topics related to sustainability.  (Such topics could include globalization and sustainable development; environmental policy and management; environmental philosophy; nature writing; land ethics and sustainable agriculture; urban ecology and social justice; population, women and development; sustainable production and consumption; and many others.) 

[Please circle the appropriate number on this and the following questions]: 

0   (don’t know)        1   (none)        2   (a little)        3   (quite a bit)        4   (a great deal)

Please list any courses you are aware of in which such topics are taught: 




Anthropology 

205 
Human evolution

238 
Cultural and political ecology




246
Peoples of the Middle East




257
Latin American culture

325 
Biological basis of human society




344 
Gender in cross-cultural perspective
Biology 

150 
Introduction to biological inquiry



220
Biotechnology and its social impact

252 
Organisms, evolution, and ecology




368
Ecology
Chemistry 

100
Chemistry is everywhere

130 
Inorganic and analytical chemistry

Chinese 

230
Chinese women:  past and present




277 
Modern China through literature and film (in translation)

Economics 

230
Economic development




233
International economics

240 
Resource and environmental economics 




372
Seminar in economic development



374
Seminar in international trade




375
Seminar in international finance
English

225
Introduction to postcolonial literature



330
Studies in American Prose I
Environmental studies


111
Introductory geology




145 
Nations and the global environment





395
Advanced special topics

495
Senior Seminar

French


305
Contemporary Francophone cultures




342
Orientalism revisited
Global development studies




111 
Introduction to global development studies





346
Sustainable development in the modern world system




357
Globalization and development
History

201
Colonial Latin America
202 Modern Latin America

204
Radical movements in 20th-century Latin America

206
The Mexican revolution

261
Southern Africa

276
Chinese History II
Philosophy

106
Contemporary ethical issues
Political Science
251
International political economy




261
State and society in Latin America




262
African politics




275
Politics of the People’s Republic of China

350
International politics of land and sea resources

354 Political economy of developing countries

357 Diffusion of democracy
Religion Studies
117
Major Asian religions




220 
The traditions of Islam




222
Religious traditions of China

Sociology

220 
Sociology of global development

390
Advanced studies of sociology

Spanish

221
Studies in Latin American cultures

315 Creativity and dissidence in modern Spanish America

377 Modernization and innovation in contemporary Spanish America

383
The Spanish American colonial world

Technology Studies
154
Evolution of technology
Theatre

203
American theatre
Colorado College Summer Geology Institute:  Introductory geology of the Rockies

______________________________________________________________________________

2. What courses do you regard as essential that are not being taught?

_____environmental philosophy, environmental ethics, environmental science _____________________________________________________________________________

3. Indicate the extent to which sustainability is a focus woven into traditional disciplinary education in science, math, literature, history, the arts, etc.?  

0   (don’t know)        1   (none)        2   (a little)        3   (quite a bit)        4   (a great deal)

Please comment on how this is done: 
Some professors make references to sustainability in many classes but the degree of detailed concern varies, even in the courses listed above.  Specifically, in natural science classes, sustainability issues may come up but they are usually in the context of scientifically interesting anthropocentric effects on the environment and a debate about what would be sustainable is not often brought up.  Part of the reason for this is that sustainability is an ambiguous and imprecise term, even where listed in the sustainability assessment questionnaire. 
______________________________________________________________________________

4. Are undergraduates required to take a course on issues related to the environment or sustainability?

__X__ No
______ Yes      If yes, please describe:_________________

______________________________________________________________________________

5. The shift to sustainability requires critical thinking about the role of the institution in its social and ecological systems.  Circle which of the following your institution (through individual, group or departmental efforts) attempts to teach its students:

a -  how the campus functions in the ecosystem (e.g. its sources of food, water, energy, as well as the endpoint of waste and garbage)

b -  a sense of place: the natural features, biota, history and culture of the region

c - 
the institution’s contribution to a sustainable economy and sustainable local communities

d -  how the institution views and treats its employees (such as staff and faculty involvement in decision-making, their status and benefits)

e -  the basic values and core assumptions that shape the content and methods of the 

academic disciplines

Comments: 

a. Mostly through the Environmental Action Group and Free the Planet!, also Facilities Management and Dining Services to some extent, though FM and DS do little to educate students directly.
b. The Biology Department and Center for Prairie Studies figure most prominently.

c. The Center for Prairie Studies, EAG, and FTP figure more prominently.

d. Minimal effort is made to educate students on this, but word of mouth is productive.

e. Publications, especially the college catalog.  
______________________________________________________________________________

RESEARCH AND SCHOLARSHIP

6. a) Estimate the amount of faculty research or scholarship being done in the various disciplines in the area of sustainability (for example, renewable energy, sustainable building design, ecological economics, indigenous wisdom and technologies, population and development, total environmental quality management, etc.).

0   (don’t know)        1   (none)        2   (a little)        3   (quite a bit)        4   (a great deal)

Please list any faculty research or scholarly activities you are aware of related to sustainability: 

Monty Roper 


Contested Forests and Miskito development in Nicaragua

Political ecology of a common’s tragedy in Bolivia’s multiethnic indigenous territory


Logging, indigenous peoples and economic development in lowland Bolivia


Managing trees and sustainable development

Jonathon Brown


Prairie restoration

Effects of burning and mowing on arthropods in a reconstructed tallgrass prairie 


(with students)


Restoration education

David Campbell


The Feral forest low alpha and beta diversity of the Maya forests


Belize ethnobotany project


Alaskan field systems:  the landscape ecology of the Kenai Peninsula

Vince Eckhart


Evolutionary ecology of self-pollination in clarkia xantiana

Peter Jacobson


Riparian restoration and ecosystem integrity along the Mimbres River, New Mexico


Importance of ecological research to the conservation and management of NM rivers

Jon Chenette

Composition and talks:  Images of rural America, Prairie autumn, Oh Millersville!, Arts

and the prairie

Wayne Moyer


Agricultural policy reform
______________________________________________________________________________

b) Estimate the amount of student research or scholarship being done in the various disciplines in the area of sustainability.

0   (don’t know)        1   (none)        2   (a little)        3   (quite a bit)        4   (a great deal)

Please list any student research or scholarly activities you are aware of related to sustainability: 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

7. a) What percentage of faculty members teach or do research on sustainability issues?






__5__ % do research
b) What percentage of faculty members do you estimate would be interested in teaching and research on sustainability issues?






___10-15 ?___ %

8. Does your institution have established multidisciplinary and interdisciplinary structures (such as an institute or center) for research, education and policy development on sustainability issues?

___X__ No
______ Yes      If yes, please describe:_________________

No, but the Center for Prairie Studies has some interest in this. 
______________________________________________________________________________
OPERATIONS

9. The chart below lists some of the operational practices emphasized by institutions moving toward sustainability.  Please complete the chart, adding a check (() for prime project areas and for more information needed, and indicating the extent to which your institution has implemented these practices using the following scale:  0 – don’t know; 1 – none; 2 – a little; 3 – quite a bit; 4 – a great deal.

	Practices


	Rate

from

0 – 4
	Prime

project

area
	Need

more

info.
	       Please comment

	CO2 and air pollution reduction practices (including alternative fuel use, renewable energy sources, emission control devices, etc.)
	3
	X
	
	2-year green power contract for new dorms.  High efficiency central steam/ chiller plant.  Lighting upgrade

Exploring renewable options.  Natural gas used over oil.

	Indoor air quality standards and practices


	3
	
	
	LEEDs, CO2 monitors in new dorms

	Building construction and renovation based on ecological design principles


	4
	
	
	Considering/working on environmentally responsible building guidelines; 3 buildings on campus potentially LEED certified

	Energy conservation practices (in offices, laboratories, libraries, classrooms and dormitories)
	3
	
	
	Evening cut backs?  AC on central chiller plant.  Heat on central steam.  

Energy efficient lighting renovations.  Windows and thermostats linked in new dorms.  

	Local or organic food purchasing program 


	2
	
	
	Difficult for dining services to locate consistent and sufficient   source.  About 10 ingredients are local and/or organic.  In process of adding more (organic flour, local eggs).  Campus garden.

	Purchasing from environmentally and socially responsible companies (including buying and using 100% post consumer chlorine free paper)
	2
	
	
	100% recycled content paper in library, computer labs, at facilities management. Many products RC at bookstore.

	Practices


	Rate

from

0 – 4
	Prime

project

area
	Need

more

info.
	       Please comment

	Waste reduction practices


	3
	
	
	Deconstructed and diverted several buildings on campus from landfill in the last 2-3 years.  Darby Gym, 2 houses, Science building.  Sold another house and moved it for reuse.

	Recycling of solid waste (including paper, plastic, metal, etc.) 


	4

	
	X
	Recycle electronic waste through local recycler.  Strong recycling program.  Disposal of fluorescent bulbs?  Composting feasibility discussion for last few years. 

	Transportation program (including bicycle/ pedestrian friendly systems, car pools, bus pass programs, electric/natural gas campus vehicles)
	2
	
	
	Bike/ped friendly.  Occasional incentive programs by Human Resources for employees to ride bikes to work.  Biodiesel or EV may be considered for FM fleet.

	Water conservation practices (including efficient shower heads and irrigation systems)


	3
	
	
	Efficient shower heads in dorms and PEC. 
2-stage flush toilets in dorms

	Integrated Pest Management practices (including reduction of pesticides to control weeds)


	2
	
	
	

	Source reduction of toxic materials and radioactive waste


	0
	
	
	

	Sustainable landscaping (emphasizing native plants, biodiversity, minimizing lawn, etc.)


	3
	
	
	Over 3 acres of reconstructed prairie on campus

	Others (please specify):


	
	
	
	Sustainability website in progress to monitor progress

	
	
	
	
	


10. What do you see when you walk around campus that tells you this is an institution committed to sustainability?  

______________________________________________________________________________

prairie and native plantings in numerous locations on campus, native trees, buildings in good repair, gardening techniques, recycling bins, well-kept sidewalks, numerous bicycle racks, 
______________________________________________________________________________

11. To what extent are your operations practices integrated into the educational and scholarly activities of the school? 

0   (don’t know)        1   (none)        2   (a little)        3   (quite a bit)        4   (a great deal)

Please provide examples of this integration: __________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________

FACULTY AND STAFF DEVELOPMENT AND REWARDS

12. a) To what extent does criteria for hiring recognize faculty member contributions to sustainability (in scholarship, teaching, or campus and community activities)?

0   (don’t know)        1   (none)        2   (a little)        3   (quite a bit)        4   (a great deal)

Describe how such considerations are weighed in these decisions: ________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

b) To what extent do criteria for tenure and promotion recognize faculty member contributions to sustainability?

0   (don’t know)        1   (none)        2   (a little)        3   (quite a bit)        4   (a great deal)

Describe how such considerations are weighed in these decisions: ________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

13. To what extent do criteria for hiring and promotion recognize staff member contributions to sustainability (in regular responsibilities and campus and community activities)?

0   (don’t know)        1   (none)        2   (a little)        3   (quite a bit)        4   (a great deal)

Describe how such considerations are weighed in these decisions: ________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

14. To what extent does your college or university provide significant faculty and staff development opportunities to enhance understanding, teaching and research in sustainability?

0   (don’t know)        1   (none)        2   (a little)        3   (quite a bit)        4   (a great deal)

Please describe recent faculty or staff development opportunities in these areas: _____________

Occasional workshops by Center for Prairie Studies about “place.”
______________________________________________________________________________

OUTREACH AND SERVICE

15. A sustainable institution supports sustainable community development in its local area and in the surrounding region through partnerships with primary and secondary schools and relationships with local governments and businesses.  It may also seek international cooperation in solving global environmental justice and sustainability challenges through conferences, student/faculty exchanges, etc. To what extent is your institution involved in sustainable community work or partnerships at local, regional, national or international levels?

0   (don’t know)        1   (none)        2   (a little)        3   (quite a bit)        4   (a great deal)

Please describe: ________________________________________________________________

Grinnell College provides several services that involve the community in sustainable practices.  The Conard Environmental Research Area (CERA) is used by the college and local schools for environmental education and involvement.  The school has an Alternative Break program in which students travel the country to volunteer for environmental and social justice organizations.

______________________________________________________________________________

16. What sustainability related community service, service learning and/or internship programs exist at your institution? 

One internship/fellowship that Grinnell College offers is the Grinnell Corp. Namibia.  The fellow works with an environmental organization that focuses on community education and development within the context of environmental concerns.  The school also has internships with CERA during which the intern works to organize events at the facility.  
______________________________________________________________________________

STUDENT OPPORTUNITIES
17. Institutions committed to sustainability provide students with specific opportunities and settings.  Please check (() which of the following are present on your campus:

______ Student Environmental Center 

______ Ecology House or Sustainable Dormitory




______ Orientation program(s) on sustainability for students




__X__ Student Group(s) with an environmental or sustainability focus


__X___ Other: ​​​​​​​​​​​​​​Center for Prairie Studies, Campus Advisory Committee

 on Environmental Concerns (EcoCampus), Campus Garden
18. How does your college or university encourage students to consider sustainability issues when choosing a career path?  [Please check (() below where applicable]

______ job fairs and career counseling focused on work in sustainable enterprises




___in progress___ pledge of social and environmental responsibility




___X__ other: Office of Social Commitment, Community Service 






Office, Internship Grant Program, Global Development 






Studies concentration 
______________________________________________________________________________

19. To what extent are student groups across campus directly involved in sustainability initiatives?

0   (don’t know)        1   (none)        2   (a little)        3   (quite a bit)        4   (a great deal)

Describe which groups are most involved and how: ____________________________________
Free the Planet! (FTP) addresses national and local environmental issues by participating in actions such as writing letters, demonstrations, and education.  The Environmental Action Group (EAG) focuses on improving local and campus sustainability through projects such as recycled notebooks and managing the campus garden.  Both groups promote sustainability by organizing student events and brining speakers to campus on environmental issues.  
______________________________________________________________________________

INSTITUTIONAL MISSION, STRUCTURE AND PLANNING
20. To what extent do the formal written statements describing the purposes and objectives of the units listed below reflect a commitment to sustainability?  (Such statements include policy and planning documents, annual reports, brochures, catalogues, etc.)  

[Please rate using the following scale: 0 – don’t know; 1 – none; 2 – a little; 3 – quite a bit; 

4 - a great deal]

__2__ the institution as a whole

______ your college or division

______ your unit/department

______ other units within the institution (please define: __________________________)

Comments: ____________________________________________________________________

There is a section on sustainability in the Campus Master Plan (5 pages of 101 total), including:

Sustainability, Energy and Infrastructure Recommendations and Guidelines 

1. Sustainability Goals

2. Sustainability - The First Challenges
3. Energy Goals
4. Central Energy Distribution
See http://www.grinnell.edu/campusplan/documents/MPWEB.pdf
Also, an environmental policy statement is in the process of being formed by EcoCampus.
21. Institutions committed to sustainability create certain positions and committees, as well as engage in certain practices, which reinforce this commitment.  Please check (() which of the following are present on your campus:

___X__ Environmental Council or Task Force  (EcoCampus)
___X__ Environmental Coordinator- (   )student or (X)staff member (Permanent full-









time E.C. hired in June)
______ Dean of Environmental Programs or Director of Sustainability Programs 

 
(a high level officer responsible for these activities)


______ Energy Officer


______ Green Purchasing Coordinator

_in progress_ Institutional Declaration of Commitment to Sustainability/Environmental 

  Responsibility


_____ Orientation programs on sustainability for faculty and staff 


______ Socially responsible investment practices and policies


______ Regularly conducted environmental audits


______ Other: ______________________________________________________

22. How is a concern for, and commitment to, sustainability given broad visibility on your campus (for example, with guest speakers, conferences, Earth Day celebrations, etc.)?  Please describe key events that have happened in the past year: 

Rosenfield Symposium, Sustainable Agriculture; 
Hoedown in the Heartland, student organized annual activist conference; 
Recreating Environmentalism speaker series
23. Please describe the greatest strengths and weaknesses of your institution in educating for sustainability. 

S: Center for Prairie Studies, environmental studies concentration, student groups, lecture series
W:  no class requirement (Grinnell College has a policy of no requirements), 

______________________________________________________________________________

24. a) What “next steps” are planned at your college or university to strengthen your commitment to sustainability (such as an EMS, a course requirement on sustainability, or a new strategic plan reflecting sustainability)?

Wind energy committee to study feasibility 

Environmentally responsible building guidelines
Grinnell College environmental/sustainability policy statement 

Sustainability website to monitor progress
Composting?

___________________________________________________________________________

b) What “next steps” do you feel ought to be taken?

Systematic administrative effort for improving stewardship

More integration among campus environmentalists

Renewable energy support and use at some level

______________________________________________________________________________

Please add any additional comments below:
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