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of identity theft is a stag-
gering $49.3 billion. In 
order to protect yourself 
from becoming a victim, it 
is important to reduce un-
authorized access to your 
personal information. 

 Avoid publishing key infor-
mation such as your  date 
of birth, address, or 
mother’s maiden name on 
social networking sites.

 Be cautious in replying to 
unsolicited requests for 
personal information. 
Thieves often send phish-
ing messages purporting 
to be reputable financial 
institutions or companies. 

 Check your credit report
annually. It’s free.

Infected files, ill employ-
ees and stale pretzels 
(never underestimate the 
importance of quality af-
ternoon snacks) conspired 
to delay our April publica-
tion. While we grappled 
with corrupt files, we were 
reminded of our reliance 
on technology. Indeed, 
innovations afford remark-
able access to information 
and occasionally demon-
strate critical vulnerabili-
ties. Although our loss of 
key files presented a sig-
nificant inconvenience, the 
risks of identity theft illus-
trate the dangers of con-
nectedness. According to 
the Federal Trade Com-
mission, as many as 9 mil-
lion Americans are victims 

of identity theft each year. 
Consequently, the esti-
mated annual cost

Thanks to everyone who 
suggested a title for the 
newsletter. After extensive 
deliberation and a spirited 
game of rock-paper-
scissors, we nominated six 
submissions for your con-
sideration:

“Limits”

“The Young and The Sub-
sidized”

“Deferred”

“Insert Clever Title Here”

“Disburse”

“Finaid”

Please take a moment to 
evaluate the possible titles 
and cast your vote before 
May 6.  We will announce 
the winning entry in next 
month’s newsletter.

Protect your identity by 
reducing unauthorized 
access to your personal 
information by shredding 
your bills and statements 
before disposal.

Avoiding Identity Theft
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 Pioneer/George 
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News

Curious about the status of your financial 
aid application?
Students can now check the status of their 
documents and access relevant forms using an 
updated service on Pioneerweb. After logging 
in, select the Services tab and My Financial Aid 
Documents from the Financial Information sec-
tion. 

Seniors with Stafford/Direct Loans:
Check your campus boxes in early May for exit 
counseling materials. The envelopes will include 
cumulative debt summaries and information 
regarding counseling requirements.

Last Month’s Newsletter:
If you did not receive last month’s newsletter, 
visit: March 2010 Newsletter.
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