Resolution on Wind Power

WHEREAS, energy expenses are a major factor in Grinnell College’s operating budget;
WHEREAS, wind turbines reduce the College’s reliance on the utility-owned electric grid and provide a buffer of economic security between the College and the uncertainty of future market electricity prices;
WHEREAS, the construction of College-owned turbines is in alignment with Grinnell College’s Statement of Environmental Responsibility which affirms that “we have a duty to the environment, society, and future generations to be leaders in environmental stewardship, education, and policy”;

WHEREAS, Grinnell College can proactively demonstrate a commitment to environmental responsibility by harnessing renewable energy as a means to address environmental and climate change challenges facing our world;

WHEREAS, the construction of wind turbines would be a visible statement to current students, prospective students, parents, alumni, community members and peer institutions that Grinnell College distinguishes itself as a progressive, forward-thinking, and noteworthy institution;

WHEREAS, the Wind Feasibility Committee’s preliminary report in January of 2006 and the April 2006 Preliminary Evaluation of Wind Generation for Grinnell College by Wind Utility Consulting found that the construction of commercial-size wind turbines to provide the majority of energy needed for the campus would be both economically sound and environmentally responsible;

THEREFORE, be it resolved by this Joint Board here assembled that the College should commit to the construction of wind turbines to provide the majority of electricity needed for Grinnell College.
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