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Russell K. Osgood

Re: Facilities Update

This is another one of our periodical facilities updates that is designed to inform the campus of the status of our various construction and planning projects. I welcome comments or suggestions.

I. Rosenfield Campus Center
This large project is moving forward and we hope that it will be completed in the early summer. We have had some delays in the shipping of one type of building stone but otherwise things are moving along. Moving into the center will be complex and we are already planning in various ways to do this starting as soon as the building is completed.

II. Science Center Phase II
You have all noticed the concrete pilings and decking now filling the hole on the northerly side of the science center. We are pleased that this project also is moving along with the goal of completing the new construction portion at the end of the academic year 2006-2007. After that we will have a year of renovation in various parts of the old building(s).

III. Cowles and Quad
With the move into the campus center we will no longer use Cowles or Quad for regular dining. We intend to continue to use Quad as a dining facility for special events during a one year trial period. After that year we will decide whether there is sufficient utilization to maintain a second dining facility. With respect to Cowles, we have engaged an architect and talked with a contractor about a project that would convert the current dining area into some alternative student residential housing that would accommodate about 46 students. We are discussing this possible project with the Board of Trustees and hope to decide about it soon.

IV. The Forum and Other Spaces
The move into the Campus Center will free up most of the Forum and depending on what else we do might free up some of the campus houses. We wanted to hear something from our Library planning process before we thought about this. The Library planning process has convinced me that there will be no short-term or medium term new facility for ITS in or as part of a library project. I believe it is unsatisfactory for ITS to be located far from many users and in six different locations so I have asked the ITS staff to look at the feasibility of locating their offices in the Forum while keeping the South Lounge open for speakers and events and also keeping the health center there. (This will also provide us with an opportunity to have a technology presence on the central campus, as recommended by the Instructional Support Committee, and some public computing space near IT staff to support higher-end student and faculty projects.) We are studying all of this and looking at the important issue of compliance with the Americans for Disabilities Act and other technical aspects of the Forum building. I hope to have a sense of what I think in a month or two. 

V. Parking
We did quite a bit with parking last year and at this time have only one parking project under consideration which would be to put some more parking behind the Forum when we can eliminate the large truck service driveway. We plan to look again at the parking situation this spring.   

RKO: ms
_1100519443.bin

