Long Johns a “Must Have” at Grinnell College
Grinnell does not have setpoints! I was in shock and appalled. It was my first time attending eco-campus, which is a group of staff, faculty and student who work together to implement more ecologically sound practices into the operation of Grinnell. A setpoint is a standard temperature found in all buildings. To me, it seemed obvious to establish a common temperature point within campus; not only to curb our intake of fossil fuels, but to lessen the financial burden of heating. Yet Grinnell does not have them. 

However, Ecocampus and Facilities Management are working together to change this; I sigh, thank goodness. The plan is to maintain a balance between comfort and energy efficiency, to do this a temperature will be implemented throughout all academic buildings, with the exception of Noyce. The proposed temperature will be 68° in the winter and cooled to 76° in the summer time. Currently there is no standard of heat in the buildings and they range in temperature from 68 degrees to 74. 
The college is projected to spend about two million dollars in heating fuel for the fiscal year 2006. By implementing the new heating setpoints of 68 degrees and 76 degrees, Grinnell College would save approximately $108,051 annually.  As energy costs rise, these savings are projected to increase. Not only are there financial incentives to the implementation of setpoints, but ecological reasons as well. With American’s contributing 25% of the world’s green housing gases and holding only 5% of the world population, it is Grinnell’s social responsibility to minimize our environmental impact on our surrounding. By installing these setpoints Grinnell College will reduce its carbon dioxide contribution by approximately 957.4 tons annually!
Grinnell is not the only institution establishing setpoints, many of our peer institutions are as well; including: Bowdoin, Carleton, and Middlebury College, as well as Northwestern, University of Vermont and Colorado State University. 

It is very exciting that Grinnell is taking these progressives steps to create a more sustainable campus, minimizing our environmental footprint by applying setpoints- even if I do have to wear my long johns. 
