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Congratulations Graduates!

Heartiest congratulations on completing their studies at Grinnell go to the Russian majors of the class of '03 who will receive their degrees next week:

Matt Smith
Kerry Givens
Graduating Fellow-Travelers

Congratulations to good friends of the Russian Department who will be receiving their degrees next week: Rashed Chowdhury (Independent Major in International Relations) and Jacob Omvig (RCEES Concentrator). 

The John M. Mohan

Russian Study Scholarship

As many of you know, this award has been renamed in honor of John. These awards are granted each year to graduating seniors who have plans for study and service experiences in the former Soviet Union during the year following graduation.  The John M. Mohan Russian Study Scholarships are made possible by financial gifts to the Russian Department raised by Diane Fisher Perkinson '82, Sharon McKee '82, and Emily Silliman '81. 

Please note that the new deadline for applications will be March 1st. Contact Kelly Herold [heroldk] with your questions about this post-graduate opportunity.

Congratulations to LT and Matt!

The 2003 John M. Mohan Russian Study Scholarships have been awarded to Lillian Tortorra (LT) ’03 and Matt Smith ‘03.  

LT will continue her studies of the Russian language on a University of Arizona program in St. Petersburg.  Matt is planning on a spring semester ACTR Moscow program. Heartiest congratulations!  



Grinnellians in Russia and

Central and Eastern Europe,

Fall 2003

Several Grinnellians will head off to Russia and Eastern Europe this August.  Greg Dyer ’04, Andrew Greenberg ‘05 and Sofia Brichford ’04 will spend the fall semester in St. Petersburg on programs sponsored by ACTR.  Mark Henry ’05 will study in the ACTR Business program in Moscow, and Naomi Bethel ’04, Ben Haynes ’05 and Brad Quellhorst ’05 will study in Moscow during the fall semester on the ACTR-Moscow program.  In addition, Richard Walker ’04 plans to attend Middlebury College’s Russian Language School. Good Luck to all of you!

Adam Klepper ’04 will spend the fall semester studying in Olomouc, Czech Republic, in the Central European Studies Program, a program sponsored by the Associated Colleges of the Midwest (ACM). When he completes the program next fall, 25 students will have participated in this exchange program—the most of any ACM/GLCA school. 

Farewell to ACTR-Grinnell Exchange Students
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We would like to bid a fond farewell to our friends Kira Bondarenko of Moscow and Yana Zabanova of Ulan-Ude (that’s in Siberia, east of Lake Baikal), who have completed their year of study at Grinnell under an exchange agreement previously sponsored by ACTR, and now by the International Research Exchange Board (IREX) and Grinnell College.  Since academic year 1988-89, 58 students from Russia have studied at Grinnell as part of this exchange. We hope that this program, begun by John Mohan, will continue for many years to come.

Farewell to our 2002-2003 Russian Language Assistant

[image: image5.wmf]Tanya Yakovenko has been invaluable in many ways, from her teaching in our first-year Russian courses and her work in our Russian Conversation class and Russian Lab, to her marvelous culinary contributions to departmental events (she is master of the art of bliny). We have all enjoyed having Tanya in the department, and will miss her. We wish her every success in the future, as she returns to Moscow to continue her studies. 
Summer Internships:

Naomi Bethel ‘04 will be in Seattle on a Rosenfield Internship.  Naomi will work with Russian-speaking families who have recently immigrated to the United States. 

Welcome to New Majors and Concentrators!

The Russian Department extends a warm welcome to our newest majors, Sofia Brichford ’04 Andrew Greenberg ’05 and Meghan Redd ‘06!

We are also pleased to announce two new RCEES Concentrators: Naomi Bethel ’04, Rachel Dobkin ’05. 

Maintain Your Russian this Summer!

Students who are interested in doing something, anything with their Russian this summer will find a new departmental website useful. Our thanks go to Coco Downey '04, who put together this brilliant site. e-Novosti will send the URL to all of you via e-mail, but we also include it here:

http://web.grinnell.edu/russian/russiansummer

From the Editors and Staff of Novosti (aka the Russian Department):

We would like to offer our profound gratitude for all your support this last semester. Our students and alumni helped us in countless ways as we mourned and continue to mourn the loss of our dear colleague, mentor, friend and teacher, John Mohan. While the Russian Department will never be the same without his smiling, sage presence, we will draw inspiration from our memories of him as we forge onward into the future. 

John M. Mohan

Memorial Novosti
We continue to receive letters from alumni and students with their memories of John. As you know, in the week following his passing, we printed a memorial edition of Novosti. We are adding words sent to us since that time, and we will make this edition available on the departmental website. Please feel free to send your memories of John, and we will include them in this electronic edition.

Our sincere thanks go to Jan Graham and Patty Dale for all their help this year—especially in the days following John’s passing. We owe so much to their unflagging academic support work, and our successes are made possible by their assistance.

Condolences
The Russian Department offers all our students our sincerest support as we all mourn the tragic loss of two of our own, Lenko Stefanov '04, and Jonathan Raxter '04. We grieve together with all of you.
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