December 13, 2005

TO:            Campus Community

FROM:      Marci Sortor, Vice President for Institutional Planning

In response to rising energy costs, we have begun setting thermostats at 68 degrees and 76 degrees respectively for heating and cooling.  We are also exploring the possibility of setting thermostats back even further in certain locations in the evenings, on weekends, and over holidays.  Buildings housing temperature-sensitive items such as books, rare musical instruments, and works of art will have settings appropriate for those items.

Grinnell College has been pursuing the goals of fiscal and environmental responsibility by working to reduce energy consumption and increase efficiency through multiple strategies over the years and we are committed to continuing this effort in the future.  We also encourage every member of the campus community to explore ways to help us save energy and be environmentally responsible.  For example, turning off lights and closing windows when leaving a room and turning off the computer when it won’t be used for prolonged periods are easy things that we all can do to help.  

Please note that, for safety as well as energy use reasons, personal space heaters are not allowed.  FM will work with those individuals whose areas are consistently above or below the set points to help establish a suitable setting (in some cases, it will furnish approved space heaters).  We are also looking into the feasibility of installing thermostats that will allow room occupants to adjust temperatures a few degrees up or down.  

