Second-Year Retreat Evaluations

Fall 2007
Students were asked to rate the usefulness of each of the program sessions.
Somewhat | Not Very
Useful Useful Useful | Useless [ Count
Addres;: I?emalnlng Awake During a 34.4% 48.4% 12.5% 47% 64
Revolution" (Friday evening)
Small-group discussions (Friday evening) 39.1% 50.0% 10.9% 0.0% 64
Free-time activities 73.0% 27.0% 0.0% 0.0% 63
Challenge and Opportunity: _ 55.5% 39.7% 4.8% 0.0% 63
Second Year at Grinnell (Saturday morning)
Alumni Panel (Saturday morning) 87.5% 12.5% 0.0% 0.0% 64
Passions and Options: Self-Reflection session 67.7% 24.2% 8.1% 0.0% 62
(Saturday afternoon)
Chartmg_ the Cours_‘.e(s) of My Liberal Arts Life 523% 42.9% 4.8% 0.0% 63
(Transcript Analysis) (Saturday afternoon)
Charting the Course(s) of My Liberal Arts Life
Telling the story of the next three years 57.8% 35.9% 6.3% 0.0% 64
(Saturday evening)
Next Steps Sessions (Sunday morning) 65.6% 26.6% 7.8% 0.0% 64
Action Plan: Start, Stop, Continue 71.0% 21.9% 6.2% 0.0% 64

% of valid responses

These seven statements below express key goals of the retreat. Students were asked about their
agreement/disagreement with each of the statements.

Strongly Strongly
Agree Agree Disagree | Disagree | Count
The retregt has helpgd me to better ur?derstand 32.8% 62.5% 47% 0.0% 64
the meaning(s) of a liberal arts education.
The retreat has helped me develop a clearer 53.1% 43.7% 3.1% 0.0% 64
sense of my short-term goals.
The retreat has helped me develop a clearer 313% 50.0% 18.7% 0.0% 64

sense of my life goals.

The retreat has helped me develop a clearer
sense of how my time at Grinnell College can 60.9% 39.1% 0.0% 0.0% 64
help me pursue my life goals.

The retreat has helped me better understand

the opportunities and resources available to me| 75.0% 23.4% 1.6% 0.0% 64
at Grinnell.

The retre.at has prowded_ me W|th the 48.4% 48.4% 3.1% 0.0% 64
opportunity to connect with my friends.

The retreat has provided me with the 40.6% 53.19% 6.3% 0.0% 64

opportunity to meet new people.




Overall Evaluation:

Yes No
Knowing what you know now, would you
still have chosen to attend? 100% 0%
Would you encourage others to attend? 100% 0%
Should Grinnell continue to offer a
retreat? 100% 0%
Evaluation of Accommodations:

Excellent| Good Fair Poor Total

Location 61.0% 34.3% 4.7% 0.0% 64
Facilities 23.4% 68.8% 7.8% 0.0% 64
Food 18.8% 56.2% 25.0% 0.0% 64
Transportation 50.0% 46.9% 3.1% 0.0% 64

Selected Comments:

General comments about the retreat

It effectively combined important life considerations with an enjoyable camping experience.
It is an opportunity to reevaluate and reaffirm goals.

Very useful and well organized.

It’'s amazing.

Great and productive experience with excellent staff and faculty.

All Second Year [students] should be encouraged to attend.

Strengths of the Retreat

The Alumni Panel and Next Steps Sessions were very useful.

It dedicated time for individual self-reflection .

A lot of really useful information about where to start, go, and how to get there.
Helped to focus on college experience and future.

Being able to interact with alumni, faculty, and staff outside the classroom.
Good chance to address changes that occur during second year.

Good to realize that “l am not alone.”

The free-time activities were very useful.

Learning about the resources that Grinnell has to offer.

Areas of Improvement

More group activities.

Consolidate sessions as some were too long.

[Some speakers] tend to speak too long and the topic didn’t apply to the issues of the retreat.
More time for self-reflection.

More free time.
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