
FREDERICK BAUMANN ESSAY PRIZE 

APPLICATION FORM 
 

 

tudents from any department and any class may apply for the Frederick Baumann Essay Prize 

by submitting their scholarly work to the Center for Careers, Life, and Service (CLS) by 5:00 PM 

on Monday, February 16, 2015. The $2,500 prize is awarded to the student who writes the best 

essay on the general topic of “Ideas and Society,” taking an interdisciplinary and historical approach. 

The prize is awarded each spring if, in the opinion of the interdisciplinary panel of faculty judges, 

an entry of prize-winning caliber is submitted. 

 

For the purposes of this contest, an “essay” is defined as a prose discourse on a well-defined subject 

that presents in a stimulating, entertaining, and informative way the personal views of the author. 

Essays can be based on coursework or independent study but should not be work previously sub-

mitted in connection with a course. Essays should be 15 to 20 double-spaced pages long. More 

information about the prize—including a link to examples of past winning essays—is available 

here: http://www.grinnell.edu/about/offices-services/cls/scholarships/grinnell-specific. 

 

Essays must be accompanied by this completed form plus three additional documents: 
 

1. A short abstract of the essay. 

2. A one-paragraph description of the genesis of this essay, describing where the idea for it 

came from and any previous work by the student on which this essay may be based. 

3. A completed Scholarship Nomination Permission Form and Waiver (the form follows; 

or you may pick up and complete a copy at the CLS). 

 

Please follow these standards in submitting essays: 
 

a. Use a 12-point font, double-spaced, with a minimum of 1″ margins. 

b. Do not staple the essay, bind it, or put it in a folder—a paperclip will suffice; and the essay 

may be submitted in a flat envelope for privacy if you wish. 

c. Please print only on one side of the paper. 

 

Students who are off campus in the spring may contact Steve Gump, Director of Global Fellowships 

and Awards, for instructions on how to submit their essays and accompanying application materials 

electronically. E-mail him at gumpstev@grinnell.edu. 

 
 

NAME:  ________________________________________________________  CLASS OF:   ________ 

 

MAJOR(S):  _________________________________________  CAMPUS P.O. BOX:  ______________ 

  

E-MAIL ADDRESS: ________________________________  PHONE:   __________________________   

 

ESSAY TITLE:   _____________________________________________________________________

S 



Scholarship Nomination Permission Form and Waiver 

Grinnell College 
 

1. I understand that it is a privilege to apply for Grinnell College’s nomination or award for the _______________________ 

Scholarship or Fellowship. By signing below, I acknowledge that both my personal reputation and the reputation of the 

College can benefit from the manner in which I represent myself and the College. I will do everything within my control 

to safeguard my good name and that of Grinnell College throughout this award competition. 

 

2. I hereby waive my right to view faculty and institutional letters of recommendation or endorsement which are written for 

the purpose of this award competition. Although copies of these letters may be provided to me by the authors, I under-

stand that this may be done as a courtesy by the author and does not affect this waiver. 

 

3. As required under the Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act, commonly known as FERPA, I hereby give permission 

for my grade point average (GPA), transcripts, individual course grades, and individual assignment grades to be used and 

discussed as a part of faculty and institutional letters of recommendation and endorsements and the applications for this 

award competition. I also give permission for the Center for Careers, Life, and Service to request unofficial and official 

copies of my transcript(s) as a part of the application process. 

 

4. I grant permission for Grinnell College to use my biographical information to publicize my nomination and/or receipt of 

this scholarship or fellowship. I also consent to have a copy of my application and all supporting materials retained indef-

initely in the Center for Careers, Life, and Service and understand that these materials (with the exception of transcripts) 

may be made available to future applicants as an example for them to review as they prepare their own applications. 

 

5. I certify that all of the information I include in my application for this award, including listings of activities and awards, 

research undertaken or planned, and personal statements or other essays, are my own work and are accurate and honest to 

the best of my knowledge. 

  

6. I hereby give permission to the Grinnell College associate vice president for student affairs and the Grinnell College regis-

trar, or their designees, to release information to the Grinnell College director of global fellowships and awards from offi-

cial college records pertaining to academic honesty and conduct offense violations, and to provide contextual information 

as to the severity of these offenses. This information may be given either in verbal or written form. The purpose of this re-

lease is for Grinnell College to be able to consider my application for the award of or nomination for a merit-based schol-

arship or fellowship. I understand further that: (a) I have the right not to consent to the release of my academic honesty 

and conduct offense violation records at Grinnell College; (b) except as may be provided by my waiver indicated below, I 

have a right to receive a copy of any written information upon request; and, (c) this consent shall remain in effect until the 

end of the current academic year or until revoked by me in writing, delivered to the Grinnell College director of global 

fellowships and awards, but that any such revocation shall not affect disclosures made prior to the individual’s receipt of 

my written revocation. 

 

[Please initial on the line below if you waive your right to review any recommendation issued pursuant to this request.] 

 

 

_______  I hereby waive all rights of access which I may have, now or at any time in the future, to any information provided 

in response to this request. 

 

 

[All applicants must sign on the line below] 

 

 

 

_______________________________________________________________  ____________________________ 

Student signature Date 

 

 

_______________________________________________________________  ____________________________ 

Student name (printed legibly) Date of birth 
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