TUTORIALS
2016-2017
A.

AUGUST WILSON’S LITERARY LEGACY: “THE PITTSBURGH CYCLE”
George Barlow
The ten-play, theatrical saga—alternately called “The Pittsburgh Cycle” or “The Century Cycle”—has
secured for August Wilson a permanent place alongside Eugene O’Neill, Arthur Miller, Tennessee Williams,
Amiri Baraka, and all of the great American playwrights. Each chapter in this saga explores the hope,
heartbreak, and heritage of the African American experience in the twentieth century. Wilson’s most
famous plays are Fences (1985), which won a Pulitzer Prize and a Tony Award; The Piano Lesson (1990), a
Pulitzer Prize and the New York Drama Critics’ Circle Award; Ma Rainey’s Black Bottom (1982); and Joe
Turner’s Come and Gone (1984). In this tutorial, we will study these plays and two others, Seven Guitars
(1995) and Radio Golf (2005), in the context of their historical periods—1910s, 1920s, 1930s, 1940s,
1950s, 1990s. Wilson never claimed to be a historian, but the story he tells in the different decades is
solidly grounded in history and the collective will that continues to move the black freedom struggle
forward. When asked what he felt accounts for the phenomenal success of his plays, Wilson always
attributed it not only to his faithful handling of particular historical moments, but also to his reliance on
black expressive culture, in its various forms, especially the Blues. We will read the plays with this in mind
as we examine their elements—theme, structure, dialogue, and characterization.

B.

WRITING AN(D) IDENTITY
Julia Bauder
Who are you? How did you become who you are? How do you communicate who you are to others? In
this Tutorial, we will read works by sociologists, linguists, and others who have studied the construction
and performance of identity, with a particular focus on the ways identities are negotiated and expressed
in forms of writing ranging from social media to academic papers.

C.

#LEMONADE
Shanna Benjamin
On April 23, 2016, Beyoncé flash-released the visual album Lemonade. Black women writers—some
scholars, others bloggers, all passionate—offered think pieces that considered the album’s recollection of
a slave past, treatment of colorism, and relationship to Black feminist thought. In response to the album
Piers Morgan, the former CNN host of the eponymous Piers Morgan Live, wrote that he “preferred the old
Beyoncé. The less inflammatory, agitating one.” He then tweeted: “Am I even allowed to listen to
@Beyonce’s new album given my white skin colour? I’m confused.” This tutorial, #lemonade, will make it
all clear. Specifically, #lemonade will unpack the cultural, spiritual, and literary references in Beyoncé’s
album to understand its grounding in Black feminist and literary thought and its relevance to twenty-first
century movements such as #blacklivesmatter, #sayhername, and #blackgirlsrock.

D.

“I AM NEITHER FROM HERE NOR FROM THERE”: IMMIGRANT IDENTITIES IN THE US
Valérie Benoist

This tutorial explores the identity construction of first and second-generation immigrants to the United
States. Readings and class discussions will focus on how immigrants negotiate their identity when moving
to the United States. Some questions we will discuss throughout the semester are: how do you adapt to
the new country and at the same time maintain your traditions and cultures? What traditions are kept
and abandoned? How do the children of the immigrants see themselves culturally? How does their
complex cultural identity affect their relationship with their parents? Course material will include books
and films about immigrants from Africa, Asia, Europe and Latin America.
E.

HUMANITIES I: THE ANCIENT GREEK WORLD
Joseph Cummins
This tutorial will be an introduction to the liberal arts through reading, discussing, and writing about
several classic works which stand at the beginning of the liberal-arts tradition. More specifically, the
course will be an introduction to poetry, history, and philosophy by way of some of the most famous
works produced in ancient Greece. We will begin with epic poetry, reading both the Iliad and the
Odyssey. Then we will turn to three examples of tragic drama: Aeschylus' Agamemnon, Sophocles'
Oedipus the King, and Euripides' Bacchants. We will also study Aristotle's analysis of epic and tragedy in
his Poetics. The History of the Peloponnesian War, by Thucydides, will be our example of historical writing
in prose. Our last writer will be Plato, who illustrates philosophical questioning, reflection, and dialogue in
his Defense of Socrates, Crito, and Drinking-Party. Although our texts are chosen to illustrate different
types of literature, they are linked by their cultural context, by some common techniques of composition,
and by many common themes, such as the fragility of human life, the basic impulses of human nature, and
the question of what makes human life meaningful and worthwhile. In sum, the course is about literature
and the course is about life.

F.

WATER
Charles Cunningham
To a natural scientist, water is an ideal solvent, a vital fluid that sustains life, moderates climate, and
generates electricity. To a social scientist, it is a semi-renewable resource whose flow and exploitation
lead to the rise and fall of great civilizations. To a humanist, it is a metaphorical force for creation and
destruction portrayed in words and art. In this tutorial, we will analyze the nature, use, and significance of
water from a diversity of perspectives.

G.

PHILOSOPHY AND RACE
Jennifer Dobe
Many of us consider race to be part of our identities, even as it has been revealed to have no scientific
basis and is linked to oppression. Over the semester we will consider some of the ways in which
philosophy both helped to construct the fraught category of race in the 18th and 19th centuries and is now
critically examining it. The questions that will motivate this course are therefore: what is the origin of
‘race,’ how does it function today, and what is its future? Readings will be drawn from the works of key
enlightenment and 19th century thinkers (Kant, Herder, Hegel, Darwin, Du Bois) as well as contemporary
philosophers (Kwame Anthony Appiah, Linda Martin Alcoff, Naomi Zack, among others).

H.

CRISIS, LIBERATION, JUSTICE AND LEADERSHIP
George Drake
Crisis often spawns great leaders. In the Twentieth Century, the liberation struggles following World War
II particularly were marked by leaders who galvanized millions. Mahatma Gandhi (India and South Africa),
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Martin Luther King Jr. (U.S.A.) and Nelson Mandela (South Africa) are extraordinary examples; in many
ways linked to each other. These major Twentieth Century leaders will be compared with George
Washington in Eighteenth Century North America and Abraham Lincoln in Nineteenth Century United
States. What motivated them? Did they set out to become leaders? How did they exercise leadership?
What were the roles of family, character, intelligence, morality, education, courage, judgment and politics
in shaping their thoughts and actions? How did their understanding of justice shape them? We will
explore these and other questions by examining the lives, writings and speeches of these leaders.
I.

EXPLORING AUTISM
Ann Ellis
What is autism? Despite the dramatic increase in scientific research and public awareness over the last
two decades, much about autism remains mysterious. Individuals with autism, or autistic individuals,
display a wide and varied range of behaviors and abilities. We will explore psychological perspectives of
autism and consider the science, ethical challenges, and public policy debates that surround autism
spectrum disorder. Finally, we will examine what it means to live with autism.

J.

CLIMATE CHANGE POLICY: INTERACTIONS OF COLLECTIVE ACTION, ECONOMICS, AND SCIENCE
Bill Ferguson
This tutorial will investigate problems and potential solutions related to global climate change. The course
will establish context by discussing basic impressions, using a few stories, and proceed to the continuously
evolving scientific knowledge about climate change. We will then address climate change as a global
collective-action problem, with some attention to costs of both the problem and possible policies. How
might nations develop appropriate policies and also collaborate on solutions? What is the role for clean
energy, market-based solutions, and various types of regulation? We will discuss international
agreements, including the 2007 Kyoto Protocol, the 2009 Copenhagen conference, and the 2015 Paris
Climate Change Agreement. This tutorial will be linked with Wayne Moyer’s tutorial: Coping with Climate
Change: How Science, Politics, and Ethics Interact. These tutorials will have both joint and separate
meetings.

K.

CINEMATIC IDENTITY: RACE, SEX, AND GENDER ON FILM
Terri Geller
Film is an artistic medium with specific formal properties, as well as a cultural artifact originating from
social, historical, and economic contexts. This tutorial will examine the social, cultural, and aesthetic
factors that have shaped and continue to shape cinematic representations of race, ethnicity, sexuality, and
gender. To understand how cinema represents these intersecting social categories, we will pay extremely
close attention to the techniques employed in film, such as lighting, camerawork, editing and sound. At
the same time, we will read a range of interdisciplinary texts to understand cinematic identity beyond
stereotype analysis, moving well past the limited (and troubling) criterion of whether films portray
“positive/negative” images. Cultural criticism, feminism, critical race theory, sociology, history, and
sexuality studies are among the critical frameworks that will inform our readings of specific films, such as
The Birth of a Nation, Gremlins, The Rocky Horror Picture Show, and The Matrix. Close textual analysis will
be key to engaging critically with course materials in class discussion and written work. Throughout the
semester, our focus will be on the process of crafting analytical papers, with a number of class sessions
dedicated to peer editing, revision, research, and learning proper citation procedures.
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L.

AFRICAN-AMERICAN LITERARY TIES TO RUSSIAN INTELLECTUAL THOUGHT IN THE 19TH AND 20TH
CENTURY
Raquel Greene
This tutorial examines the affinities between Russian and African-American literature in the development
of cultural nationalism. It addresses the question of how national identities are constructed, and draws
attention to the similar manner in which 19th and 20th century Russian and African-American intellectuals
such as Feodor Dostoevsky and W.E.B. DuBois defined their respective national identities. We will examine
how social institutions, namely Russian serfdom and American slavery, impacted on the formation of
these identities. We will also examine how and why the Soviet Union, as a communist state, increased its
political and social appeal to many African-American intellectuals during the 20th century.

M.

TURKISH, GERMAN, EUROPEAN: FATIH AKIN’S CINEMA & MULTIETHNIC GERMANY
Berna Gueneli
Germany in the 21st century is decidedly multiethnic and multilingual, reflected particularly in its cinema.
This course tries to shed light on the director Fatih Akın in the context of contemporary Germany. To do
so, we will cover two main areas: First, we will gain insights to postwar migration to and from Germany, to
understand the demographic shifts and changes that occurred in the course of the 20th century (these
multidirectional migratory movements are ongoing processes). Second, we will look at the work of
contemporary Turkish-German director Fatih Akın. Akın’s work represents a new type of German cinema
that reflects Germany’s multiethnic and multilingual diversity. By the end of this course, we will have
gained an understanding of contemporary Germany as a multiethnic nation and we will also have learned
about one of its most renowned filmmakers, who happens to be praised as a Turkish director by the
Turkish press, as a Turkish-German or German director by the German press, and as a European director at
many European film awards. Akın and his cinema are all of these: Turkish, German, and European.

N.

THE ENLIGHTENMENT AS MUSICAL: A TEXTUAL APPROACH
David Harrison
“The Enlightenment” means, for many people, an innocuous blend of indisputably good principles—
reason, liberty, self-determination, for example—that stand behind the American and French Revolutions,
and even undergird a liberal education. Yet the makers of the Enlightenment were engaged in great
debates over difficult questions that remain unresolved: What is the nature of happiness? Is there, in fact,
a God, and if so why is there so much suffering? What is the ideal means of organizing society? What is
the philosophical justification for political power? In this Tutorial, we will explore these questions by
examining the history of the Enlightenment and analyzing several works that reveal the complexity of
ideas during this period: William Hogarth’s set of paintings and prints The Rake’s Progress, Voltaire’s
novel Candide, and Alexander Hamilton’s writings from the end of the eighteenth century. We will then
turn our attention to works of the twentieth and twenty-first centuries that revisit the Enlightenment in
musical form: Bernstein’s and Hellman’s operetta Candide; The Rake’s Progress by Stravinsky, Auden, and
Kallman; and Lin-Manuel Miranda’s hip-hop musical Hamilton. In tandem with Professor David Harrison’s
Tutorial, The Enlightenment as Musical: A Textual Approach, we will try to understand the shifting
interpretations and representations of Enlightenment ideals across time, place, and genre. The groups will
have both joint and separate meetings. This Tutorial will place special emphasis on the artistic forms
employed in the Enlightenment and the particular difficulties and possibilities of translating these forms
into musical works destined for theatrical or operatic performance.

O.

LITERATURE, INTERTEXTUALITY, AND PHILIP PULLMAN’S HIS DARK MATERIALS
Kelly Herold
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This tutorial takes an intertextual approach to the study of literature, using Philip Pullman’s His Dark
Materials as its primary focus of study. Some writers acknowledge their literary and philosophical
influences; Pullman cites Milton’s Paradise Lost and William Blake’s poetry as major sources for His Dark
Materials. In this tutorial, we’ll study Pullman’s trilogy and his interpretation and transformation of the
canonical sources as well as the generic structures that inspired his work in The Golden Compass, The
Subtle Knife, and The Amber Spyglass. We’ll also discuss issues of narration, audience or readership, and
medium over the course of the semester.
P.

OTHER WORLDS IN OUR OWN: EXPLORING MULTIPLE WAYS OF KNOWING REALITY
Amy Holmes-Tagchungdarpa
How do we decide what is true? Is it through our own experience that we determine what is real and what
is fictional? Or through authorities such as institutions, texts and society? What does it mean to believe in
a higher power, UFOs, or spirits in the trees? How do we accommodate truth claims that may be
contradictory? What do we dismiss as fictional, magic or superstitious, and why? Can we make room for
what we cannot see or what science cannot measure in our lives and still retain our identity as critical
thinkers? This tutorial will explore these questions through engaging in alternative constructions of reality
through the rubrics of culture, religion and space in different forms of critical and poetic writing and film.
Rather than dismiss alternative ways of seeing the world as being the product of these rubrics, we will
consider what it means to displace our own assumptions and engage in this difference, thereby expanding
our own tools for understanding and thinking.

Q.

EXPLORING THE MAGICAL WORLD OF CALVIN AND HOBBES
Paul Hutchison
The last Calvin and Hobbes strip was published on Dec. 31,1995. The final strip famously closes with Calvin
saying to Hobbes, “…let’s go exploring!” That is precisely what we will do in this class, with its ten years of
daily strips serving as the subject of our exploration. In the twenty years since it stopped running Calvin
and Hobbes has remained quite popular. Why might that be? What is enduring in the antics of this sixyear-old boy and his imaginary stuffed tiger friend? What exactly is funny about it and what does its
humor connect to? Perhaps the strip aims to do more than amuse us. After all the title characters are
named after a 16th century theologian and a 17th century political philosopher. So perhaps Calvin and
Hobbes says something insightful about human experience. Or maybe it provides sly social commentary.
It’s easy to make the case for Calvin as a trickster-archetype who playfully violates conventional behavior
norms. That view opens the door to looking for political or social commentary. (Google “Donald and
Hobbes”!) If you are like me the familiar comfort you experience as you read it can make thoughtful
analysis difficult. So we will try to make the familiar unfamiliar, to think about Calvin and Hobbes with
fresh eyes in hopes of getting fresh insight into it. Let’s go exploring!

R.

THE PRESENTATION OF SELF IN DIGITAL LIFE
Patrick Inglis
In this Tutorial, we will explore the specific, though also perhaps unexpected, ways social media
transforms our understanding of self and society. Our central text in this task will be Jaron Lanier’s
bestseller You Are Not A Gadget, a sort of modern-day manifesto on the costs and benefits of digital
technologies in shaping the world we inhabit. This text and accompanying materials will provide the
theoretical framework necessary to pursue deeper questions about the role of social media in producing
ourselves, as well as the communities in which we live. We will also investigate the physical and material
connections that make a “digital self” possible in this particular moment in human history. To this end,
students can expect to combine social media use with social interaction in the classroom and beyond.
5

S.

PROPAGANDA, PERSUASION, AND POLITICAL PSYCHOLOGY
Matthew Johnson
In this tutorial we will explore classic readings addressing the human influence and use of human beings.
Discussions will contextualize these readings within appropriate disciplinary perspectives including:
cognitive neuroscience, history, media studies, philosophy, political science, psychology, science and
technology studies, systems theory, and war studies. This course is reading- and writing-intensive; you will
be given numerous opportunities to revise your written work and engage in peer workshopping of papers
and other class assignments.

T.

CHANGING CHILDHOODS
Kathy Kamp
Childhood is a cultural construct whose definition and parameters vary cross-culturally and through time.
We will examine the changing realities of childhood in the U.S. and elsewhere, considering such
controversial topics as gendering, child labor, child safety, child culture, education, and international
efforts to shape the experience of children through development projects.

U.

MAKING DECISIONS WITH DATA
Shonda Kuiper
In our data-rich society, making decisions with data is becoming an essential skill in almost any area of
study. Instead of teaching statistics and data science as a collection of facts and mathematical calculations,
this course will focus on: 1) formulating good questions, 2) determining whether available information is
appropriate for addressing the question of interest, 3) using multiple tools to visualize and represent data,
and 4) drawing appropriate conclusions. We will explore examples from a wide variety of sources,
including the New York Police Department Stop and Frisk Database as well as the Global Terrorism
Database. The primary emphasis of this course is on the use of data, visualizations, papers and oral
presentations to communicate nuanced ideas found in complex datasets.

V.

KENDRICK LAMAR
Mark Laver
Since the release of good kid, m.A.A.D city in 2012, Kendrick Lamar has emerged as one of the most
creative voices in contemporary hip hop, and one of the most visible critics of U.S. racial inequality of his
generation. From his appearances on late night talk shows, to his performances on the Grammy Awards,
to the numerous thoughtful critical responses that his work has generated, to the emerging anthemic
status of his 2015 song “Alright” in the Black Lives Matter movement, Lamar’s presence has been
ubiquitous, and his music and message have reverberated worldwide. Through an exploration of Lamar’s
career – with a particular focus on his 2015 album, To Pimp a Butterfly – we’ll examine the relationships
between the arts, activism, and social justice; between hip hop and African American cultural memory;
between sound, cities, and communities; between authenticity, identity, and performance; and between
race, politics, and music in America.

W.

CHASING PATHOGENS: THE RISE AND FALL OF EPIDEMICS
Erick Leggans
Since the 18th century, investigators have grown increasingly sophisticated in tracking down pathogens. In
this course, we will consider the investigatory strategies used to identify these threats, as well as
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scientists’ attempt to treat or cure pathogens. In this course, you will read academic and popular texts to
discuss and debate upon these topics, and you will have the opportunity to pursue your own
investigations.
X.

ENCOUNTERING INDONESIA: MUSIC, PERFORMANCE, TRANSFORMATION
Danielle Lussier
For most Americans, the word “Java” signifies either a cup of coffee or a computer programming
language. Yet, Java is the world’s most populous island, located in Indonesia, the fourth most-populated
country on the globe. Home to abundant natural resources, fertile land, and distinctive cultural practices
that draw on the region’s Buddhist, Hindu, and Muslim traditions, the land and waters of Indonesia have
attracted travelers from around the world for centuries. These encounters have, in turn, shaped the
identity of Indonesia and had a profound impact on Western understandings of Southeast Asia. What
about Indonesia—in particular the islands of Java and Bali—is so magnetic? In turn, how has Indonesia
been influenced by Western fascination with its cultural and artistic practices? This course will explore
these questions by reading accounts left by renowned observers such as Margaret Mead, Colin McPhee,
Jane Belo, and others, together with literary works from Indonesian authors. We will focus particular
attention on Javanese and Balinese performing arts, creating our own “encounter” with these traditions.

Y.

THE ENLIGHTENMENT AS MUSICAL: A HISTORICAL APPROACH
Kelly Maynard
“The Enlightenment” means, for many people, an innocuous blend of indisputably good principles—
reason, liberty, self-determination, for example—that stand behind the American and French Revolutions,
and even undergird a liberal education. Yet the makers of the Enlightenment were engaged in great
debates over difficult questions that remain unresolved: What is the nature of happiness? Is there, in fact,
a God, and if so why is there so much suffering? What is the ideal means of organizing society? What is
the philosophical justification for political power? In this Tutorial, we will explore these questions by
examining the history of the Enlightenment and analyzing several works that reveal the complexity of
ideas during this period: William Hogarth’s set of paintings and prints The Rake’s Progress, Voltaire’s
novel Candide, and Alexander Hamilton’s writings from the end of the eighteenth century. We will then
turn our attention to works of the twentieth and twenty-first centuries that revisit the Enlightenment in
musical form: Bernstein’s and Hellman’s operetta Candide; The Rake’s Progress by Stravinsky, Auden, and
Kallman; and Lin-Manuel Miranda’s hip-hop musical Hamilton. In tandem with Professor David Harrison’s
Tutorial, The Enlightenment as Musical: A Textual Approach, we will try to understand the shifting
interpretations and representations of Enlightenment ideals across time, place, and genre. The groups will
have both joint and separate meetings. This tutorial concentrates upon the particular historical moments
in which each original work was created and the contexts of each work’s reinterpretation. We ask how
prevailing political, cultural, and social concerns may be represented in the generation, content, and
reception of Enlightenment works.

Z.

OUR HERO(IN)ES, OURSELVES
Angelo Mercado
The Iliad of Homer continues to resonate with modern readers, despite the strangeness of the epic’s
central notions which first greet us: what does glory mean? And honor? In pursuit of these questions, this
tutorial explores the construction of the ancient Greek hero(ine)'s identity in epic, specifically Homer's
Iliad. We can ask further: what can such constructions tell us about how the ancients conceived of
themselves, as individuals and members of a larger community? So, what can such conceptions tell us of
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our own ideals? Along the way, we will consider aspects of form, structure, and meaning in the epic, as
well as the (pre-) history that lurks behind the poet and the poem.
AA.

COPING WITH CLIMATE CHANGE: HOW SCIENCE, POLITICS AND ETHICS INTERACT
Wayne Moyer
This tutorial will analyze the global effort to address human-induced climate change. Students will
conduct an inquiry into the current state of scientific knowledge about climate change and address how
this knowledge combines with other factors in developing U.S. and international policy. What are the
forces that promote and inhibit effective action? How do concerns for equity, justice and human rights
play into the debate? Attention will be given to the 1992 Framework Convention on Climate Change, the
2007 Kyoto Protocol, the 2009 Copenhagen climate change conference, the 2015 Paris Climate Agreement
and the waxing and waning of climate change in U.S. national politics. This tutorial will be linked with Bill
Ferguson’s tutorial: Climate Change Policy: Interactions of Collective Action, Economics and Science. These
tutorials will have both joint and separate meetings.

BB.

BOOKS: PAST, PRESENT, AND FUTURE
Sarah Purcell
Books are powerful objects with the ability to convey information, to inspire emotion or religious
devotion, to entertain, and to function as symbols. Books can simultaneously be public and private, global
and local, functional and artistic. Historian Martyn Lyons writes that “the book has proved one of the
most useful, versatile and enduring technologies in history.” At this moment, books themselves are
changing and electronic technologies are offering a range of alternatives to physical publishing. This
tutorial will focus on the past, present, and possible futures of books. We will consider topics including
the history of the book, book collecting, the interaction between books and readers, book marketing, and
electronic publishing. Will books survive? What does that question tell us about our own information
age and its relationship to many changes in books and reading that have come before?

CC.

BETWEEN ART AND THEATRE: THE POLITICS AND POETICS OF PERFORMANCE ART
Craig Quintero
This course explores the politics and poetics of one of the most dominant artistic movements of the
twentieth century, “Performance Art.” This hybrid art form subverts traditional disciplinary boundaries in
its blending of mediums including theatre, painting, sculpture, music, film, and dance. In this class, primary
and secondary readings, video screenings, and performance exercises will provide a context for examining
the historical background and theoretical framework of performance art. Assignments will address the
relationship between avant-garde theatre and social activism as well as aesthetic issues related to
temporality, space, performer/audience relations, intertextuality, embodiment, and chance. Beginning
with an introduction to Futurism, Dadaism, Surrealism, and Bauhaus, the class will examine the work of
artists including Antonin Artaud, John Cage, the Living Theatre, Matthew Barney, Karen Finley, Kazuo
Ohno, and Robert Wilson. Students learn to engage performance as the object and method of their study
as they critically examine the creative limits of contemporary art and theatre.

DD. MUSIC, MIND, AND MACHINE
John Rommereim
Technology has radically changed music-making and how we engage with sound. Our generation is the
first in human history to live in this new environment. How do these changes affect our mind, our body,
our well-being? To get at these questions, we will look at the intersection of sound perception, music8

making, the physics of sound, and current technology. We will visit an anechoic chamber to experience
total silence; we will construct sound maps of the campus; we will pursue insights into sound using the
ancient monochord as well as a variety of electronic devices, and we will manipulate sound in creative
projects.
EE.

TROPICAL FORESTS AND SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT
Montgomery Roper
What is a “Tropical Forest”? How are such areas faring in the 21st century? Why should we care, and
what, if anything, should we do? This course will take an interdisciplinary approach to examining tropical
forests, the communities that depend on them, the pressures forests and forest communities face, and
sustainable development alternatives in these regions. While the course focuses on tropical forests, our
analysis will be instructive for considering issues of environmental change and human development more
broadly.

FF.

INFINITY AND PARADOX
Karen Shuman
There is no largest number. This stark statement generates questions about how we perceive truth. Our
tutorial explores infinity and its paradoxes both inside and outside mathematics. Along the way, we meet
some of the Western world's greatest thinkers: Aristotle, Newton, Cantor, and Gödel. Hofstadter's Gödel,
Escher, Bach: an Eternal Golden Braid is central to our study, but expect to be challenged by other
thinkers—including your peers—along the way!

GG. THE ORIGINS OF CAPITALISM
Pablo Silva
Scholars agree that the development of capitalism was important, but they disagree about how this
development came about. We will look at some of the classic contributions to this ongoing debate as well
as a few more contemporary interventions. Through our discussions, students should acquire some
workable definitions of capitalism, some plausible explanations for its emergence, and some insights into
how scholars from different disciplines formulate arguments about such intractable questions.
HH. OLD ENGLISH RE-IMAGINED
Paula Smith
Many readers know about Beowulf, but what else survives from that age? The rich offerings of Old English
poetry—weird charms, bawdy riddles, scenes of gruesome battle, laments of men and women in exile,
and cryptic words of wisdom—have captivated fiction writers and poets including Seamus Heaney, Jorge
Luis Borges, John Gardner, Jill Paton Walsh, and Kazuo Ishiguro. These modern and contemporary writers
look to the Anglo-Saxon poets for vivid images that describe violence, ostracism, fear, wonder,
redemption, courage, yearning, and the endurance of loss. This tutorial will study modern works such as
Gardner’s Grendel, Pound’s “The Seafarer,” and Ishiguro’s 2015 novel The Buried Giant side by side with
accessible translations of the original works that inspired them: the earliest poems and prose in English,
written more than a thousand years ago. A recent and notable connection between Beowulf and Grinnell
College (hint: www.TheGrinnellBeowulf.com) will enhance the tutorial experience.
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II.

SHE IS THE NATION: EGYPT
Mervat Youssef
Nationalist debates have always involved discussions of the roles women play in the family and society. On
the path for establishing a modern independent Egypt, women’s education, suffrage, un/veiling and their
participation in different aspects of society became an integral part of the discourse about how to build
and construct the nation and (re)produce the ideal nationalist citizen. This tutorial will examine the
competing visual and discursively-constructed narratives of and about women’s rights in Egypt in historical
perspective.
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