
GRINNELL-IN-LONDON  
FALL 2014 

 
Application & Application Instructions 

 
DEADLINE:  5PM on February 3, 2014 

 
NAME:  ____________________________ 
 
Please check off each of the items below to indicate that you have successfully completed 
that part of the application.  Attach each item to this first page in the order listed below: 

 

 ______ Checklist (this page) 

 ______ On-Line Application (print off) 

 ______ GIL Application  

 ______ Rationale 

 ______ Waiver (2 sides) 

 
 

 

 

Remove the application instructions and return the original to the OCS office in person, 
together with five photocopies.  
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This document includes both the application for GIL and the instructions for filling out this application.  

Please read the instructions carefully.  Also, read the Off-Campus Study Handbook, the Grinnell-in-

London Student Handbook and review the GIL web site (http://www.grinnell.edu/offices-services/ocs/gil)  

before filling out this application.  You will need to meet with some or all of the following people:  

Jonathan Larson, Professors Timothy Dobe and Monty Roper (GIL program advisers), major adviser, 

concentration adviser, and two faculty from whom you will request recommendations.  Please do not wait 

until January to begin work on your application. 

 

If you have questions about the application, please contact Jonathan Larson, Assistant Director of Off-

Campus Study at larsonj@grinnell.edu. 

 
 

  PERSONAL INFORMATION 
 

 

Major 
Although you may submit this application without declaring a major, discussing GIL with a professor in 
your intended major department is an important part of sound academic planning.  If you have not 
declared a major by the application deadline, your four-year plan must reflect an intended major and be 
signed by both your current adviser and a professor from your intended major department, ideally your 
intended adviser.  If you subsequently decide to major in another subject, even after receiving approval to 
study off campus, you will be free to update your application at that time. 

 
 

  COURSEWORK  
 

 

PROGRAM CORE COURSES- students must enroll in at least 8 credits 

 

GDS 295:  Maintaining the Empire: Foreign Aid or Imperialism? 

(Monty Roper), 4 credits, prerequisite: none. Enrollment cap: 25. This course will take an 

interdisciplinary approach to examining the United Kingdom’s foreign aid program.  Topics to be 

examined include: the need for and goals of foreign aid, the history of UK’s foreign aid program, key UK 

government and non-government institutions involved in foreign aid, how UK’s aid program relates to 

colonialism, the national and international politics of UK’s aid program, and the impact of such aid.  

While the course will broadly consider the nature of UK’s program at a domestic level, the application of 

aid as well as the historical context, need, politics, and impact will focus on a limited number of 

developing countries.  

 

HUM 295: British Identity and Religious Diversity  

(Timothy Dobe), 4 credits, prerequisite: none. Enrollment cap: 25. What does it mean to be British in 

today’s incredibly diverse London?  By focusing on recent debates from the “Rushdie Affair” and Islamic 

feminism to public religious education and claims for a Christian England, the course explores a variety 

of ethnic, linguistic, gender, religious and secular identities.  We will situate the issues involved in 

relation to imperial history, the current realities of immigration and the vibrancy of Hinduism, Sikhism 

and Islam in London.  Students will learn sociological, philosophical, postcolonial and theological 

theories of pluralism and post-secularism in order to formulate their own constructive approach to 

difference, community and social justice. 
 

HIS 231: History of London: The Making of Modern London 

(Katy Layton-Jones), 2 credits, prerequisite:  none.  Enrollment cap:  25.  This course explores the 

history of London from its Roman origins to the present day and examines how royalty, trade, religion 

and transport have shaped the city’s pattern of growth over 2,000 years. Course work consists of weekly 

http://www.grinnell.edu/offices-services/ocs/gil
mailto:larsonj@grinnell.edu
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lectures, guided walks and discussions of readings from contemporary sources. Students are given an 

opportunity to investigate an aspect of London history of particular interest to them. 

 

POL 295:  Governing Britain and its Regions: England, Scotland, Wales, and Northern Ireland 

(Julianna Fuzesi) 4 credits, prerequisite:  none.  Enrollment cap:  20. See website for course description.   

 

REL 295: Living Indian Religions in London  

(Timothy Dobe), 4 credits, prerequisite: none. Enrollment cap: 15. Many parts of today’s London 

resemble Islamic Pakistan, Sikh Punjab or Hindu India far more closely than they do postcard-ready icons 

of England such as Big Ben, Buckingham Palace or St. Paul’s Cathedral.  The course will explore the 

contemporary realities, histories and current issues that shape the “practice of everyday life” in these 

traditions, communities and urban sites.  Using anthropological approaches grounded in building 

relationships with people in specific religious sites, the class will explore the ways studying religion “on-

the-ground” can challenge dominant academic, cultural and political perspectives. Throughout the course 

we will leave the classroom in order to seek out and participate in the vibrancy—the tastes, sounds and 

sights—in and through which religion is lived and alive for so many thousands of London’s citizens.  

 

THE 275: The London Stage 

(Donna Vinter), 4 credits, prerequisite:  none.  Enrollment cap:  25.  This course will explore 

professional British theatre in all its variety, taking advantage of the unrivalled richness and diversity of 

the London stage.  At its heart will be careful consideration of productions in the current London 

repertory, with plays ranging from classical to contemporary, and venues including subsidized, 

commercial and fringe theatres.  Course work will also include reading a selection of these plays, so as to 

cultivate students’ facility in analyzing dramatic texts of different styles and genres as they present human 

beings in significant action. 

 

 

 

PROGRAM TRACKS-for their Tuesday and Thursday schedule, students enroll in one of these 4 or 6 

credit tracks 

 

Module (course) at Queen Mary, University of London 

(4 credits) The Queen Mary schedule of “modules” (British term for courses) is published in April. To 

browse modules from past semesters, students can consult http://www.qmul.ac.uk/modules/. Students are 

encouraged to use the opportunity of a module at Queen Mary to go deeper into a subject in which they 

already have some background. Students may also take introductory courses, with the knowledge that 

British students in those courses are likely to be in their first year. Additional advising on necessary 

prerequisites can be obtained through our third-party partner, IES Abroad, an organization with 

experience sending students to Queen Mary. Please contact Heidi Singh at hsingh@iesabroad.org. 

 

SST 195: The British Parliament 
(George Jones), 2 credits, prerequisite:  undertaking a Parliamentary internship.  Enrollment limited to 

three Parliamentary interns.  Class discussions and assignments focus on understanding and interpreting 

internship experiences with an academic perspective.  Class meetings take place on average once per 

month on a Tuesday or Thursday evening. 

 

SST 295: Understanding Work in the UK 

(Donna Vinter, Monty Roper), 2 credits, prerequisite:  acceptance into regular internship.  Enrollment 

cap:  12.  Class discussions and assignments focus on understanding and interpreting students' internship 

experiences and those of their co-workers within the UK work environment.  Topics include the meaning 

of work and changing definitions of work, the emergence of the culture of overwork and pressures that 

http://www.qmul.ac.uk/modules/
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interfere with a viable work-life balance, the growth of the service economy and consequent increased 

importance of ‘emotional labour’ (work requiring one’s emotional skills), the social costs of low pay, and 

the impact of EU legislation on the world of work in the UK. Class meetings take place on average every 

other week on Thursday evenings. 

 

SST 300: Internship 

(Donna Vinter, Monty Roper, George Jones), 4 credits, prerequisite:  none.  Enrollment cap:  15.  

Students work approximately 16 hours a week on Tuesdays and Thursdays for twelve weeks at internship 

sites in London. Separate application for an internship is required after approval to attend the program is 

granted in March.  Learning contracts must be approved by the instructor, the internship adviser, and the 

work-site supervisor. 

 
 

  RECOMMENDATION FORMS  
 

 

Please fill out the top portion of the recommendation forms included in this application and give them to 

two faculty members from whom you have taken classes.  It isn’t required that they be from your major or 

intended major department.   Your recommenders will return your recommendations directly to the Off-

Campus Study Office.  Please be sure to give them the forms at least ten days in advance of the 

application deadline. 

 

 
 
 

  APPROVAL SIGNATURES 
 

 

 Grinnell-in-London Program Adviser:  The GIL program advisers are the faculty who will be teaching 

in London fall 2014--Professors Timothy Dobe and Monty Roper--plus Jonathan Larson in OCS.  Contact 

either professor or Jonathan Larson by email to make an appointment to discuss your application.      

  

 Grinnell-in-London Internship Adviser:  The GIL internship adviser is the faculty who will be co-

teaching the internship seminar and overseeing the internships in London fall 2014:  Professor Monty 

Roper.  If you are interested in an internship, you must meet with Prof. Roper and obtain his signature.      

 

  HAROLD & ANTONIA GARST ’54 LEE FELLOWSHIP  
 

 
Three fellowships of $3,500 each will be awarded annually to Grinnell College students accepted into the 

Grinnell-in-London Fall Program.  The Roswell and Elizabeth Garst Foundation established the 

fellowship to honor Harold Lee, a former professor and director of the London program, and Antonia 

Garst '54 Lee who taught for many years at the American School in London.  The Grinnell-in-London 

admissions committee awards the fellowships based on student rationale for participating in the program, 

academic record, faculty recommendations, and financial need.  Only students with high or very high 

financial need are eligible.  Students with tuition remission are not eligible to apply. All applicants to 

GIL who are eligible for the fellowship will be considered – there is no separate application.    
 
 

 

  PLANNING FOR OFF-CAMPUS STUDY 
 

 

Make an appointment with your academic adviser to develop a four-year plan of study at Grinnell.  The 

Board is interested in both the breadth and depth of your academic program.  Your program of study will 

be carefully evaluated with respect to the principles of a strong liberal arts education.   
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Please fill in the 4-year plan sheets for fall semester. 
 
NOTE:  If your four-year plan indicates an intention to graduate in fewer than eight semesters, you must 

have been approved for accelerated (“early”) graduation before final approval to study off campus can be 

granted.  If you submit your application for GIL without prior permission to graduate early, your approval 

to study off campus will be made conditional upon such permission being granted. 

 
 
 

 

  RATIONALE 
 

 

 Your written academic rationale for studying off campus is a very important.  Follow the directions in 

this section of the application carefully and state the rationale behind your proposal to study on GIL.  

Your essay will be closely considered - along with recommendations, GPA, and four-year plan - in 

approving your application. 

 
 
 

 

  INTERNSHIP 
 

 

 To apply for an internship, simply complete section 5 of the rationale. Applicants are reviewed for the 

quality of ideas for an internship, the likelihood of applicant’s proposed match of an internship, and the 

excellence of an applicant’s academic record. Your application will be reviewed in February and if you 

are accepted to the program, you will receive an acceptance packet in March.  Please note that application 

to GIL as an internship student may require an interview with members of the Admissions Committee.  

Your acceptance packet will contain a one page internship application that explains that you write two 

essays and polish your résumé. You will be given suggestions on what to include in a successful 

application, instructions to visit both the Center for Careers, Life, and Service and the Writing Lab, and a 

deadline to submit these items to OCS.  You will receive more instruction on internships at the GIL 

Orientation in April.     

If you are selected for an internship, you will have to apply for and obtain a Student Visa/Prior Entry 

Clearance prior to departing for the UK. Visa requirements and application procedures will be covered in 

detail in the April GIL Orientation, but it is important for students applying for the internship to be aware 

of the following issues: 

 

1.  The visa that internship students must have carries an additional cost – in 2012 it was 

approximately $450, which must be paid at the time of application. 

2. Visa applications cannot be made earlier than 3 months prior to departure, and may take up to 6 

weeks to process.  This means that you may not have access to your passport for much of the 

summer 2014.   

3. Students holding passports other than U.S. may encounter additional criteria such as language 

exams or other documentation. International students at Grinnell should be prepared to minimize 

travel between the end of the academic year and the beginning of GIL in order to allow sufficient 

time to handle unexpected details, and are encouraged to begin in March with researching the 

immigration procedure relevant to them. For some initial information, see 
http://www.ukba.homeoffice.gov.uk/visas-immigration/visiting/student/documents/ 

 

http://www.ukba.homeoffice.gov.uk/visas-immigration/visiting/student/documents/
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  WAIVER FORMS 
 

 

NOTE:  This form requires the signature of a parent or guardian.   
 

Attached to this application is the Grinnell College Waiver, Release, and Indemnification Agreement.  

All students applying to study off campus are required to submit a copy signed by both the student and 

the parent/guardian.  The agreement must be submitted together with your GIL application.  Applications 

submitted without a signed agreement will be considered incomplete and cannot be reviewed by the GIL 

Board.  When you have discussed GIL with your parent(s) or guardian(s) and obtained a signature on the 

waiver form, please sign it yourself and turn it in with your GIL application.  Normally, the agreement 

should be brought to the OCS office together with your application, but if your parent(s) or guardian(s) 

wish to fax the form, faxed copies are acceptable.  (If necessary, two copies of the form may be 

submitted, one signed by the student and the other by the parent or guardian.)  OCS Office fax: 641-269-

4718.  When filling out the form, for ‘Program’ please list Grinnell-in-London Fall 2014.  For length of 

Program, please list Aug -Dec 2014. 
 
  

  ON-LINE PORTION OF APPLICATION 
 

 

You must fill out an online portion of the OCS application at http://www.grinnell.edu/about/offices-

services/ocs/grinnell-in-london/application.When you have completed the on-line form, attach a 

printout of the information you’ve entered to the front of this application. 

http://www.grinnell.edu/about/offices-services/ocs/grinnell-in-london/application
http://www.grinnell.edu/about/offices-services/ocs/grinnell-in-london/application

