
WHILE RENTING (cont.)
SNOW REMOVAL
City ordinance requires removal of snow/ice 
from the adjacent public sidewalks within 
36 hours of a winter weather event.  

GARBAGE PICKUP
Different areas of the city are served by 
garbage/recycling pickup on different days.  
Please see the city website,  
www.grinnelliowa.gov/index.aspx?NID=182, 
for route maps and garbage and recycling 
guidelines.  Only designated “city” yellow 
trash bags are accepted, or your bags or 
containers with city trash pickup stickers 
on them.  Both may be purchased at local 
retailers.  Only city-issued red recycling 
containers are accepted for recyclables.  You 
also may contact the city’s Public Services 
Department to arrange for special curbside 
pickups of large items or large volumes of 
trash.   

PROPERTY REPAIRS AND UPKEEP
As a tenant, you are expected to keep the 
property in the condition in which you 
found it.  The landlord is responsible for 
making any repairs that are necessary 
to maintain habitable conditions. If the 
landlord refuses to repair major defects, you 
have the right to report the defect to the city 
of Grinnell.  

MOVING OUT
SECURITY DEPOSITS
A landlord must return the tenant’s security 
deposit or provide an explanation of 
any money withheld. The expectation is 
that you will return the property in the 
condition in which you found it when you 
moved in.  For instance, if the carpets were 
professionally cleaned prior to move-in, the 
expectation is that you will have the carpets 
cleaned on your way out.

BREAKING A LEASE 
If you break a rental agreement by moving 
out before the end of the agreement’s term, 
you are obligated to pay the rent for the 
remainder of the rental term, unless the unit 
is re-rented by the landlord.  Make sure you 
understand your lease terms before signing 
the lease agreement.

EVICTION
An eviction involves a violation of the 
rental agreement so severe that the landlord 
takes action to have the tenant physically 
removed from the rental property.  Make 
sure you understand potential bases of 
eviction prior to signing your lease.  Bases 
for eviction typically include: nonpayment 
of rent, violations of the rental agreement, 
excessive noise violations, letting someone 
live in the unit without the landlord’s 
consent, unauthorized pets, and any illegal 
activity.

SUBLETTING
Be thoughtful about subletting. You are 
ultimately responsible for the property. 
Most leases will only allow subletting with 
prior approval from the landlord. 

Living Off Campus
A RESOURCE GUIDE FOR GRINNELL COLLEGE STUDENTS

The purpose of this guide is to provide students, interested in living off campus, with access 
to information to assist them in making informed decisions about off-campus living.  The 
information in this brochure is strictly educational and not meant to replace or substitute for 
legal advice.  If you have any questions about the content of this brochure and how it may 
apply to your particular case, you should seek legal counsel in a timely manner.

COMMUNITY RESOURCES
Grinnell Police, emergency: 911

Grinnell Fire Department, emergency: 911

Grinnell Area Medical Center, emergency: 
641-236-2380

KGRN Local Radio for news and weather-
related emergency information: AM1410

City Building and Planning, building 
inspections: 641-236-2600

City Public Services Department, large 
item/large volume trash pickups:   
641-236-2632

Grinnell Police, not an emergency:  
641-236-2670

Grinnell Fire Department, not an 
emergency: 641-236-2688

Grinnell Regional Medical Center, not an 
emergency:  641-236-7511

Grinnell Chamber of Commerce, 
community events: 641-236-6555

Grinnell Parks and Recreation:  
641-236-2620

Drake Community Library: 641-236-2661

Grinnell Area Arts Council: 641-236-3203

GRINNELL COLLEGE 
RESOURCES FOR  
OFF-CAMPUS RESIDENTS
Security: 641-269-4600

Residence Life: 641-269-3713

SHACS: 641-269-3230

Community Service Office: 641-269-4827



MAKING THE DECISION TO LIVE OFF CAMPUS
Home to roughly 10,000 people, Grinnell, Iowa, is truly the “Jewel of the Prairie.”   A 
strong sense of community spirit and “can-do” attitude are among the reasons that Grinnell 
has been named “One of the Best College Towns in North America” (MSN, 2012), “One of 
the Hundred Best Small Towns in America” (Norm Crampton’s Nationwide Guide to the 
Best in Small-Town Living), and “Third Coolest Small Town in America“ (Budget Travel 
Magazine, 2009).  However, off-campus living isn’t for everyone.  If you are considering 
moving off campus, here are some key considerations to keep in mind:

•	 COST.  How do costs compare to on-campus living?  Be sure to factor in costs beyond 
rent — such as security deposit, utilities, dining, insurance, etc.

•	 LOCATION.  Is the location walkable/bikeable?  If not, do you have reliable transportation 
available to get you to and from your classes multiple times a day?   

•	 DINING.  How will you provide yourself with healthy food choices? Will you continue to 
purchase a meal plan?  

•	 SOCIAL.  How will living off campus change your social relationships? Consider both the 
on- and off-campus communities.

•	 DISTRACTIONS.  How will living off campus support, or detract from, your focus on 
classes?    

FINDING A PROPERTY
Students often find properties by talking to upperclassmen. Also, the Grinnell Building and 
Planning Department has files for all rental properties that have been recently inspected.  
This information is public record and is available upon request. Before deciding upon a 
property, you need to consider your lifestyle and whether this property will work for you.  
For instance, are pets allowed?  Smoking?  Subletting? Is there parking? Laundry?  Who is 
responsible for shoveling snow and mowing the lawn?  You may also want to consult with 
previous tenants to gather anecdotal information about their experiences, the property, and 
landlord.    

UNIT INSPECTION
As a prospective tenant, you have the right to inspect the rental unit, ask the landlord 
questions, and review all written material before signing the lease.  Be sure to pay particular 
attention to property defects that may be hazardous to health and safety — such as structural 
defects, lack of hot or cold water, heat-control problems, emergency exits, fire and carbon 
monoxide detectors, or electrical or plumbing problems.  The city of Grinnell keeps 
records on all properties that have received a building inspection and fire inspection.  You 
may contact the city to learn whether your rental has been inspected and the date of that 
inspection.

LEASE AGREEMENT
A lease is a legal document intended to protect the rights of both the landlord and the 
tenant(s). Leases can be month-to-month, six-month, yearly, or for other mutually agreeable 
terms.  Before signing a lease, be sure you are prepared to assume the legal responsibility 
for all terms included in the lease.  This includes, but is not limited to:  length of contract, 
total rent due to the landlord, terms of rental increases, inclusion/exclusion of additional 
fees such as utilities, security deposit, etc.  Likewise, be sure you are satisfied with the lease 
terms before rendering payment.

WHILE RENTING
BEING A GOOD NEIGHBOR
As an off-campus resident, you are now 
moving into the city’s residential area and 
may have neighbors at different life stages.  
Renters are expected to be good neighbors. 
This means applying the principles of 
self-governance even while not on campus.  
Please be considerate about maintaining 
appropriate property appearance, noise 
levels, picking up debris outside building 
and common areas, and retrieving trash and 
recycling receptacles from the street side in 
a reasonable time.

GETTING INVOLVED
Now that you’re a community resident, 
consider getting involved in community 
activities.  Check out the Chamber of 
Commerce for community events and the 
College’s Community Service Office for 
organizations that can use your help.  You’ll 
meet new people and see a side of Grinnell 
that many students wish they’d experienced 
earlier.

HOSTING PARTIES
If you want to host a party, be sure to do 
so responsibly. As a courtesy, you should 
inform your neighbors and provide them 
with a phone number where you can be 
reached.  This may encourage them to call 
you if problems arise, before calling the 
police.  Please be aware that as host you 
will be held responsible for any alcohol 
served to minors, which may lead to arrest, 
charges, and possible incarceration.    

NOISE ORDINANCES
A city ordinance violation is a simple 
misdemeanor, punishable by a fine of at 
least $65 but not to exceed $625.  The court 
may order imprisonment not to exceed 30 
days in lieu of, or in addition to, a fine. 
Generally speaking, when the Grinnell 
Police Department responds to a report of a 
noise complaint, it will first look to confirm 
the complaint.  If there is a violation, officers 
will warn the person(s) responsible and have 
them quiet it down.  Subsequent complaints 
will result in a citation being issued.

 

SPLITTING  A LEASE
Because a lease is a legal document intended to protect the rights of both the landlord 
and the tenant(s), it is highly recommended that all residents’ names be on the lease.  In 
this manner, each tenant is responsible for his or her share of the lease (unless other 
arrangements are agreed to and in writing.) If one roommate leaves, the remaining tenants 
will have to replace this person — or pick up that share of the costs — or the landlord can 
consider the lease broken and ask all tenants to vacate. Conversely, with everyone’s name 
on the lease, three of you cannot decide your fourth roommate is no longer welcome. His or 
her name is on the lease and he or she has as much right to live there as you do. You should 
only decide to live with people with whom you are willing to share legal responsibility.  

UTILITY BILLING
The landlord must disclose how utilities are to be paid, how often, and, if there is more than 
one unit, whether the units are individually metered. Make sure you understand what your 
landlord considers to be under the umbrella of “utilities.”  This may or may not include:  
water, electric, cable, Internet, sewer, sanitation, storm water, and miscellaneous fees (e.g., 
special trash pickups, frozen meter charges).  As a convenience to residents, the city offers 
automatic withdrawals for payment.  For more information on City of Grinnell utilities, visit 
www.grinnelliowa.gov/index.aspx?nid=150.  

MOVING IN
PROPERTY INSPECTION
It is advisable to conduct a move-in inspection and notify the landlord of existing damages.  
You might consider having someone you trust, who has rented/owned property before, 
accompany you at the initial walk-through, take pictures, create a written “check-in list” of 
existing damages, and have it signed by the landlord.

ARRANGING FOR A PROPERTY INSPECTION (OPTIONAL)
If you feel the property is unsafe or uninhabitable, you have the right to contact the city of 
Grinnell for a property inspection.  City building and planning staff are not allowed to enter 
properties for an inspection without an invitation from the owner or tenant.  Contact Ryan 
Ness, building and planning assistant, at 641-236-2600, ext. 609, to request an inspection.

ARRANGING FOR A FIRE INSPECTION (OPTIONAL)
The Grinnell Fire Department is happy to conduct a fire inspection at your request but is 
only allowed to enter your unit. If you would like other areas of the building inspected, the 
landlord must grant permission. Please contact the Grinnell Fire Department, 641-236-2688 
or http://www.grinnellfd.com/.


