“Selfie” Letter Example
Me,
Let me start with a spoiler alert. The eight years that are simultaneously part of your
future and my past contain some plot twists. I doubt you’re shocked. After all, you’re 17;
it’s not reasonable to assume that you know what you want to do with your life, even if
your little brother has known what he wants to do since he was six.
I know high school is easy, but you can’t assume you’ll be able to coast through college,
especially not at Grinnell. That’s where you end up going, by the way. I know right now
you’re thinking about a couple of universities in Chicago, but Grinnell’s what you need.
It’s small, but you don’t just get to talk to your professors. You get to know them.
In your first semester here, you’re going to have an argument about gender with a thirdyear gender, women’s, and sexuality studies major. You’re going to lose, but that isn’t
the important part. You’re going to come away from that argument realizing that you
never bothered to think about the difference between gender and sex. You never bothered
to think about a lot of things. That’s when you’re going to start wishing high school had
been harder. You’re going to realize that a lot of what you thought you knew was, at the
very least, incomplete. And you’re finally going to start coming to your own conclusions.
As far as a major is concerned, you try a few different ones on for size. You don’t end up
majoring in theatre, but you do a lot of it — musicals, Shakespeare, adaptations of
Salman Rushdie stories. You get to direct a full-length play in a real theatre with set and
lighting designers, and you‘re able to work completely independently. You’ll enter a
playwriting competition. You won’t win, but you will get feedback from a professional
playwright that you’ll keep coming back to.
Make sure you audition for Grinnell Singers. Every year, they go on tour for the first
week of spring break. It’s so much fun. And you’ll find there’s no better way of getting to
know your fellow Grinnellians than via a game of Never Have I Ever. Make sure you go
to Holi at least once, and the Titular Head film festival, and Drag Show.
Back on the classroom side of things, you’re going to be intimidated half to death by one
of your professors, until you realize that he’s not picking on you. He’s trying to get you
to speak up in class because what you have to say matters. And you’ll be surprised how
many professors you end up on a first name basis with by the end of your time here.
Go to the lectures and performances the College offers. They’re free, and you’re only
going to regret it if you don’t. And if you’re looking for a good place to study, the fourth
floor of Burling Library is deafeningly quiet.
Don’t think there’s not a lot more I want to say to you, but really, what kind of a
hypocrite would I be if I didn’t let you figure out a few things for yourself?
Yours,
Also Me

