Janet Carl welcomed everyone to Writing with Data and introduced the presenters: Shonda Kuiper, Danielle Lussier, and Kathy Kamp. Each presenter had approximately 15 minutes to talk about her experiences with assignment design, feedback, and outcomes.
Shonda described several factors that contribute to successful writing with data assignments including giving students a role or point of view from which to write, allowing students to research their own questions, and broadening the scope of the problems students research.
Shonda asks students to play the role of a consultant or researcher, which helps them understand a context in which people write about data. Contextualizing the audience helps students understand the entire process of statistics from formulating a research question to applying a statistical model, properly collecting data, building and assessing models, and communicating results. They also have the opportunity to see the connection between statistical techniques and context, emphasizing concepts rather than encouraging rote memorization of methods.
In her PowerPoint presentation, Shonda included two examples of projects she assigns. The entire slide show is available at <insert a link to Writing with Data Kuiper>.
Shonda also provided the following list of references:
· J. Best, 2001. Damned Lies and Statistics: Untangling Numbers from the Media, Politicians, and Activists. Berkeley: University of California Press. http://www.statlit.org/Miller.htm 
· J. E. Miller, 2006. "How to Communicate Statistical Findings: an Expository Writing Approach.” Chance. 19(4):43-49. http://www.policy.rutgers.edu/faculty/miller/Chance06.pdf  
· UNECE, 2009. Making Data Meaningful. http://www.unece.org/stats/documents/writing includes:
· A guide to writing stories about numbers
· A guide to presenting statistics 
· A guide to communicating with the media 
· A guide to improving statistical literacy
Danielle’s presentation began with the assertion that advanced Political Science research requires the use of data, but students do not know how to use them. Danielle thus focusses on getting students to think about how to incorporate data into their writing at various course levels and to recognize that data can be either quantitative or qualitative. She aims for students to be able to understand data as indicators of abstract concepts such as democracy, increase their data literacy, and make an argument with data.
Danielle scaffolds student writing with data in individual courses, but also across the curriculum levels. In 100-level courses, she teaches students to consider what data in political science actually comprise. In 200-level courses, Danielle has students begin to look at and work with databases. In 300-level courses, she asks them to use data to support a research question and to create a research design.
Danielle distributed two examples of assignments that ask students to write with data, as well as a rubric for grading. These documents are available at <insert link to Data Lussier>
Kathy stressed that writing well with data is essentially the same as writing well. She reminds her students that data is evidence that can be used to support a thesis, but first the essay must have a thesis. Like Shonda, Kathy designates a role for students as writers, so they must consider their audience as they write. She urges students to “abandon jargon,” and to use the data to tell a story.
Kathy emphasizes using charts, graphs, maps, etc. and referring to these in the prose to offer evidence. She urges students to stop thinking about the data and to think instead about the points they want to make.
Kathy reminded participants that there are all kinds of assignments that can include data, both qualitative and quantitative. She also drew attention to the many services DASIL can provide for faculty preparing assignments that work with data. She distributed a sample assignment and a document “Writing Using Data” which includes a good list of DASIL services. Both documents are available at <Link to Writing with Data Kamp and Data GC Good Value>.
Following the presentations participants discussed how to prepare students for peer review. In Shonda’s courses, students turn in their peer review comments and earn points toward their grades for them. Through class discussion, she builds their skills in giving and receiving good feedback.
Participants also discussed the necessity to teach students how to evaluate data samples and the importance of analyzing the data early in order to formulate an interesting question about them. Further, students must understand what each variable they include actually means, which helps them to stay focused on their topic and not put irrelevant information in their analysis.
Shonda explained that she often makes 20-30 figures based on her data, but rarely includes more than 2-3 in her essays. Kathy suggested she could require students to submit their papers with only 2-3 figures, but also turn in separately all the figures they produce.
