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Teranga loosely translates to “hospitality” in English, but the cultural and
philosophical meaning behind the term is something unique to Senegal. In general the
idea behind this “hospitality” is that by inviting those in need into one’s home, the
members of that family will be similarly cared for when they are in need. These actions
are not restricted to the home, but rather as a guiding and motivating ideology towards
communal benevolence. 1 While I understand that the practices of such an ideology do not
always manifest themselves as clearly as they are described, the notion still appeals to me
because of my academic interests in philosophy and my personal belief in familial and
community support networks. Part of my summer research on the support systems in
Young Adult literature focused on how support structures affect adolescent academic
achievement. My research did not directly pertain to Senegal’s educational system, but in
so far as it is still a developing system, support for students of all ages is critical.
Senegal’s education system is organized like France’s. Primary education consists
in l’école maternelle (pre-primary education) and l’école élémentaire (elementary

school). Secondary education is made up of collège (middle school) and lycée (high
school). 2 While the system is framed to reflect that of France’s the actual education
policy and resources are extremely different. First and foremost, access to school is much
more limited, especially in rural areas. Additionally, the resources available to the

1

Gravrand, Henri. (1989). “L’heritage spirituel sereer: Valeur tradtionnelle d’hier,
d’aujourd’hui et de demain.” Ethiopiques: révue socialiste de culture négro-africaine.
2
DeStefano, Joseph, Robert Lynd, and Barbara Thornton. (2009). “The Quality of Basic
Education in Senegal: A Review.” Prepared for USAID/Senegal by the Center for Collaboration
and the Future of Schooling.

education in Senegal are greatly reduced in comparison with France; this greatly affects
both the quantity of students, but also the number of properly trained educators. As such
education at the primary level has received the majority of support, but at the middle
school level resources are limited, and the high school system is all but non-existent.
Post-Secondary education is taught only in French and therefore is not an option to those
who do not speak it with enough fluency to enter into higher education.
In the year 2000 the Education and Training Development Program (PDEF) was
implemented in Senegal in the hopes of achieving the goals set forth in the Millennium
Development and Education for All. 3 This program provides an envisioned structure to
the educational system and is meant to improve the accessibility of education, the
attendance of enrolled students, and the quality of education. This project is driven in part
by governmental policy but is fiscally supported internationally by France, Canada, and
Japan. 4 While each contributing country focuses on different areas of education, whether
improving French literacy or the quality of education in middle schools, each sub-project
works in order to achieve the goals set forward by PDEF.
As of 2009 the PDEF had successfully increased enrollment in pre-primary,
primary, and secondary education levels, however with the increased number of students
as well as infrastructural weaknesses, the quality of education has deteriorated. 5 Some of
the most glaring challenges for the success of the PDEF are the inability to properly train
and maintain quality educators and administrators in conjunction with competing private
institutions. These problems are perpetuated as the quantity of students increases, the
number of adequately trained teachers decreases. The Government of Senegal has allotted
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more funds for the educational system, but the realistic amount of fiscal support may
have already been met according to DeStefano et al. 6
This presents a glaring problem in terms of the feasibility of the PDEF. This issue
is most clearly seen at the middle school level, where there are the lowest student
attendance and retention rates in the system. 7 This is in large part due to the emphasis
placed on elementary level education by the certain projects, and the subsequent increase
in student population at the lower level. These levels of student turn out cannot be
maintained as the students mature, nor are there enough adequately trained professionals
to teach at the middle school level. Consequently, in 2009 only 5% of children complete
their education through the end of middle school. At the administrative level, these
problems are perpetuated by policy inconsistencies across the different educational
levels. In addition to low retention rates, the percentage of students who are successfully
performing to the expected level of proficiency is about 50%. 8 This places Senegal at the
lower end of the educational success rates in comparison with neighboring countries.
While these statistics do not reflect favorably on the education system, many
believe that many of the contributing factors to the lack of success in education are due to
a paucity of access. Many students drop out and pursue apprenticeships at young ages
because they need to help support their families. 9 While some do not have the financial
security to stay in school, others are not close enough to educational institutions to
receive formal educations. Thus, in addition to the limited financial resources for
education and the scarcity of appropriately trained educators, the contextual environment
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of the school system in Senegal and the personal environments of the students affect
children’s ability to stay in school and perform to the standards expected from them.
Both the educational system and the individual students within this system face
political, social, and economic challenges that affect the success of they system as a
whole and the participants within it. I believe that as an ETA I can provide some support
for the individual students in their academic pursuits and also gain understanding of their
personal experiences.

