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PRESIDENT’'S MESSAGE

A Message from President Anne F. Harris

Connections That Sustain Us

It is good when Grinnellians gather. Our shared
experiences, what we value, and what we are working
to make possible in communities, research, and
practice are amplified when we connect. Grinnellians
inspire each other, challenge each other, and champion
each other in specific moments and in enduring ways.
The great privilege and joy I have in experiencing both
Commencement and Reunion
within the same three-week
period in early summer sustains
me and all of us on campus
for exactly those reasons —
Grinnellians remain active seekers
of knowledge, connection, and
discovery. This year, both grand
gatherings brought people from
all over the country and the world
to Grinnell, and the collective
presence of so many brilliant,
vibrant people truly did give me
hope for the world.

The College’s long-held values of excellence
in education, diverse community, and social
responsibility - themselves founded on the founding
and profound principle of serving the common
good - are being challenged and scrutinized with
an intensity and consequence rarely exercised in
the history of higher education or this nation. Our
campus community gathered this spring in Campus
Forums to discuss academic freedom and free speech,
immigration, student privacy, and multiple civil rights
protections. We gathered to identify resources and
engage in scenario planning and move the knowledge
we shared into practical civic action. As we did so,
we were keenly aware of all of the ways that Grinnell
alumni have shaped and strengthened the very issues
and values on which we were so keenly focused —
we are grateful for you and inspired by you. In being
challenged, our values are simultaneously being
affirmed: their vitality and impact are more apparent
and more prized, and we are more connected in
upholding and safeguarding them. Those connections
— between campus community members and alumni
and among all Grinnellians — matter. They sustain us
and replenish our resolve for the work ahead, for the
community we cherish, and for all that both champion
in human dignity and thriving. The Grinnellians
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featured in this magazine exemplify this principle.

A spirit of connection is a common thread in
the stories of members of the Class of 2025, hailing
from Vietnam and Togo and places in the United
States ranging from New York City to Nevada, Iowa.
Gathering in Grinnell over the past four years, these
brilliant graduates have challenged themselves and
created partnerships, following and forging paths
through Grinnell and beyond. As Grinnellians, they
found their purpose and lived it in partnerships.

Finding broader connections is also the theme
of a vibrant set of alumni affinity groups that bring
Grinnellians together around common experiences
and interests. Through these groups, alumni share
their expertise, build community, and find many
meaningful ways to mentor and support students who
are finding their place on campus and in the world.

Recipients of the Lori Ann Schwab ’95 Alumni
Grant embody the power of connection. These
innovative alumni serve communities across the
United States by encouraging high school students to
consider attending college, teaching chess to young
people, and empowering aspiring youth to build
connections that lead to meaningful careers.

In these pages, you will also see this spirit of
connection in the life and career of Randy Morgan
’65, DS’92, to whom I had the honor of presenting the
inaugural Presidential Lifetime Achievement Award
at this summer’s Reunion. It was a true and distinct
privilege to celebrate Dr. Morgan for his service to
Grinnell College and his contributions to orthopedic
medicine and health equity, and to addressing racial
and ethnic disparities in health care. Known as both
a caring physician and a leader in finding systemic
solutions to complex problems, his career and life
demonstrate that connection at multiple levels of
society can create lasting and powerful change.

Thank you for your support of Grinnell as a place
and an education that exemplifies not just the avid
pursuit of knowledge, exploration, and discovery
but also the joy and fulfillment created through
connections with people and ideas that start here and
spread across the globe in the vital and needed work
of championing the values and relationships that have
made us who we are. ==



LETTERS

Professor (and Alum)
Al Jones

In the “Grinnell-in-London” article
(Spring 2025), you missed that
Professor of History Al Jones is

a 1950 graduate of the college. Al
was proud of being an alumnus of
Grinnell.

Jen Jacobsen ‘95
St. Paul, Minnesota

Letters to the Editor

Letters about magazine
content are welcome;
include author’s name and
address. Letters selected for
publication may be edited

for length, content, and style.

Contact: Grinnell Magazine,
magazine@grinnell.edu.

More Georgia Dentel

Thank you SO much for the article
about Georgia Dentel (Spring
2025). I wish there were more
mention of her life history and
education, her retirement and

life after Grinnell. She was an
extraordinary person who brought
us wonderful music. It is always so
good to get The Grinnell Magazine; I
just wanted more.

Kathy Karlson 69
University Park, Maryland

Georgia Dentel’s
Theater Role

Thank you for the excellent article
about Georgia Dentel (Spring
2025). And thanks to Ms. Stolze and
the researchers for their work on
the project, the webpages, and the
research. It is a pleasure to see that
Miss Dentel’s work continues to
expand interest and documentation
... Miss Dentel’s purview included
professional theater performances.
It might be difficult to separate
them out from the plays presented
by the college theater department,
but it would be worth the effort, I
think.

Keith King 66
New York, New York

Editor’s note: Visit https://
concertshistory.sites.grinnell.edu
to view a concerts timeline and add
stories at the “Share Your Memories”
tab. To inquire about sharing photos
or other memorabilia, contact Sarah
Purcell at purcelsj@grinnell.edu.
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CAMPUS NEWS

PHILANTHROPY

$1 Million Gift
Establishes CLS
Endowment

Life Trustee Penny Bender
Sebring '64, DL'15, and
her husband, Charles Ashby
Lewis, DL’15, have made a
$1 million gift to the College to
establish an endowment for the
Center for Careers, Life, and
Service (CLS). The endowment
will help ensure that the CLS
can embrace new opportunities
for supporting students. Prior

ACADEMICS

New Vice President for Academic
Affairs and Dean Appointed

Ruth P. Feingold is the new vice
president of academic affairs
(VPAA) and dean of the college for
Grinnell. She came to the College
from Willamette University in
Salem, Oregon, where she served

to this gift and beginning in
2013, the couple contributed a
total of $1.4 million to establish
and sustain the College’s first
career community in education
professions. Initially, the new
fund will help students who need
financial support to participate
in internships and research
experiences.

Emmett and Pierrette
Harris Endowed
Scholarship

President Anne F. Harris and
her husband, Professor of Art
History Michael Mackenzie,
have created the Emmett and
Pierrette Harris Endowed
Scholarship to honor Harris'’
parents and benefit under-
resourced students at Grinnell
College. For Harris, honoring
her parents (a locket with their
photos is pictured) in this way is

powerful because her late father,

Emmett, benefitted so much

from educational opportunities.
After service in World War I,

he attended Columbia University
with support from the Gl Bill,
then went on to a successful
career in banking and later
teaching international business
at the University of North

Carolina-Charlotte. Harris and
Mackenzie are delighted to

have created a scholarship at
Grinnell. Mackenzie says, “It's
an investment in one generation’s
hope for the next generation.”

Commencement Celebrations

This year’s 400-plus graduates came from 46

U.S. states and 20 countries. Celebrated author

and Pulitzer Prize-winner Isabel Alexis Wilkerson
delivered the Commencement address, assuring
graduates that “If anyone is ready for the challenge
of our times, it is you, the Class of 2025.”
Wilkerson, Robert Hodierne ‘68, JoEllen Maly
Hoth ’62, M.D., and Jasmine Gilstrap Hunter

as the dean of the college and dean
of the faculty of arts and sciences. In her Grinnell
leadership role, Feingold will work to ensure that
faculty members have the time and resources to
fully explore and create knowledge, encourage
interdepartmental collaboration and educational
partnerships, and foster inclusive and sustainable
academic governance.
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were awarded honorary degrees.
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ALUMNI
Reunion 2025 Celebrations

Grinnell’s 145th annual Alumni Reunion weekend
was attended by 1,174 alumni, faculty, staff, and
guests from 45 states, Washington D.C., and 21
foreign countries. Alumni from 46
different classes — ranging from
1964 to 2016 — reconnected
with classmates, socialized
at events, took part in
presentations, rediscovered
favorite places on campus
and in town, and made new e
Grinnell memories. Alumni : : mmm"

Assembly attendees were excited to see President
Anne F. Harris present the inaugural Presidential
Lifetime Achievement Award to Randy Morgan
’65, DS "92, an orthopedic surgeon and life
trustee of the College. Read a profile about Morgan
at grinnell.edu/morgan-Ipa.

Read stories and the
latest news about campus,
events, research, grants,
and more at grinnell.edu/
news.
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Meet a few members

of the Class of 2025 who
are pursuing their dreams,
propelled by a Grinnell
education.

by Jacqueline Hartling Stolze
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rinnell graduates have always gone forth with high ideals and
G determination to pursue their passions and goals.
As members of the Class of 2025 begin to put their Grinnell
educations into action, they are sustained by the guidance, mentorship,
and support they’ve received. They start their journeys with optimism,

a willingness to work hard, and a passion for making a difference.
We are proud to introduce you to a few of the newest Grinnell alumni.



experience.

Hometown: Bettendorf, Iowa

Academics: Curran chose to major in sociology after
taking an introductory course and loving it. “It was
challenging, but I learned so much. When I saw all the
interesting courses offered in sociology, I thought, ‘I
want to take all these classes. Why would I not major in
it?”” he says.

Activities: Grinnell Singers, Con Brio (a cappella),
My Best Friend (independent Midwest folk rock
band), Eighth Avenue Newgrass (bluegrass), theatre
productions and musicals, and Neverland Players.

Passions: Music has always been a part of Curran’s
life. “I'm so glad I came to Grinnell, because I’ve never
been so musically fulfilled,” he says. As a first-year
student, he formed a band with two friends that they

Ben Curran (seated)
performed with several
bands and ensembles
as a Grinnell student.

BEN CURRAN

has a passion for music and performing
that has infused joy into his Grinnell

IIII

m so glad | came to
Grinnell, because I've
never been so musically

fulfilled.”

call My Best Friend. “The three of us have such a strong
musical connection,” Curran says. “We started out
doing a lot of covers, but now we spend almost all our
time writing and performing original music.”

Recently, My Best Friend won a grant from the
College’s Wilson Center for Innovation and Leadership
to professionally record and release an EP of their
music (available through Spotify and Apple Music).

Future: Curran is currently building on his Grinnell

education by gaining some work experience as a trainer.

He is considering applying to law school in the future.

2
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Sarah Booher (in white)
demonstrates the focus
and intensity she brings
to the basketball court.

SARA BOOHER

Hometown: Menomonee Falls, Wisconsin

Academics: “Political science had me hooked right
away. Rosenfield Professor and Professor of Political
Science Wayne Moyer was such an amazing adviser
and mentor,” Booher says. She majored in political
science with concentrations in environmental studies
and education studies.

Booher was one of four students awarded an
Archibald Prize for achieving the highest grade-point
average during four years of study, and she received
the President’s Medal, which is awarded to the person
who best embodies the values of Grinnell. She was
also named a Truman Scholar finalist in 2024.
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appreciated Grinnell’s balanced
approach to academics and athletics.
She excelled at both.

Activities: Women’s basketball (first-team All-Midwest
Conference, Academic All-Conference teams, and
Academic All-District), women’s track and field
(Academic All-District), Student Athlete Advisory
Committee, and Phi Beta Kappa (elected her third year).

Passions: “Sports have always been important to me.
At Grinnell, basketball was a bigger part of my life than
ever before. Basketball helped me maintain balance. I
think the mind-body connection is so important.”

Future: Booher wants some work experience before
pursuing law school. “Grinnell has prepared me for my
next steps as a project manager at Epic Systems. I'm
excited to see where this new journey will take me.”



Hometown: Adokou, who spent most of her childhood
in the West African country of Togo, attended high
school in Chicago, which her family now calls home.

Academics: Adokou arrived planning to pursue
medicine after Grinnell. She double majored in
biochemistry and sociology, became a certified nursing
assistant, and volunteered at the University of Iowa’s
mobile clinic for underserved communities. A fluent
French speaker, Adokou also served as a translator.

Activities: QuestBridge (a national nonprofit that
brings together high-achieving, underserved high
school students with the nation’s best colleges and
universities), Grinnell Science Project (connects new
students with Grinnell’s STEM community), Weekend
(hosts substance-free events on campus), African and
Caribbean Student Union, Minority Association for
Pre-Health Students mentor, and Black Cultural Center
Advisory board member.

Passions: Adokou’s passion for research grew after
working with Associate Professor of Education

ESSI ADOKOU

plans to become a health care worker
in her native Togo.

Stephanie Jones on a project titled “Mapping Racial
Trauma.” Later, she collaborated with Associate
Professor of Physics Keisuke Hasegawa on a confocal
microscopy project. Adokou also worked with Patricia
A. Johnson Professor of Neuroscience Clark Lindgren
on a Mentored Advanced Project (MAP) focusing on
neurophysiology; together, they presented their findings
at the Society for Neuroscience Conference in Chicago.
Adokou also studied in South Africa through a Center
for Careers, Life, and Service (CLS) program. “As part
of my internship there, I went to three different HIV
community centers, where I learned how involved
community health care workers are in the well-being of
the community,” she says.
Future: Adokou has shifted her focus from medicine
to nursing; she will be attending the Mercy College of
Health Sciences in Des Moines, Iowa, in September.
Adokou says she plans to transition to medicine later
and is confident that her Grinnell experiences and
connections have prepared her well for her next steps.

Essi Adokou developed
a passion for research
at Grinnell.

SUMMER 2025



Hometown: Hanoi, Vietnam

Academics: “When I took my first computer science
class, I experienced the Grinnell way of teaching this
subject. The computer science faculty framed it as a
way of problem-solving through code, which I really
liked,” Do says.

He decided to major in computer science and forgo
a double major. “It was worth it,” he says. “I got to take
singing and rock-climbing lessons, participate in hands-
on classes, and unexpectedly fall in love with so many
fields of study.”

Activities: Student Government Association (SGA) and
campus sustainability projects.

Passions: “In my third year, I became the treasurer of
SGA. It was transformative getting to know so many
student leaders with burning passions for what they do.

Nam Do (left) at the
International Student
Organization’s
Cultural Evening.
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NAM DO

grew up in a city of 8 million people.
He was ready for a change.

It fueled my passion and instilled in me the motivation
to help them succeed.”

Do wanted to improve sustainability on campus.
Through the Wilson Center’s SPARK Challenge, a
community-based social innovation competition,
he made end-of-year move-out more sustainable by
collaborating with community partners to put items
that are often thrown away to good use rather than
sending them to the landfill. “I was passionate about the
project and so happy to see it implemented,” Do says.

Future: “Working as the SGA treasurer taught me a

lot of problem-solving skills,” Do says. At Grinnell, he
realized how much he enjoyed working on community-
focused projects. He’s considering a career in product
management and hopes to apply his skills to real-world
problems.




Hometown: Nevada, Iowa

Academics: “I grew up on an Iowa organic farm.
was interested in the biological side of agriculture but
didn’t feel that biology captured the whole picture.
My tutorial adviser, Professor of History and Religious
Studies Caleb Elfenbein, suggested an independent
major, and everything started to click,” Elliott-Rude
says. Her major covered a range of disciplines, from
biology to economics to anthropology, and she studied
how land ethics, social responsibility, and economic
policy affect the ways communities interact with their
environments.

Activities: Cross country, track and field, Student
Environmental Committee, and an internship at
Conard Environmental Research Area (CERA).

Passions: As a George Washington Carver intern at
the World Food Prize in Des Moines, Elliott-Rude
coordinated events and researched food security issues.

Eleanor Elliott-Rude (second
from right) with friends at
the Conard Environmental
Research Area.

ELEANOR ELLIOTT-RUDE

craved new experiences.

She studied abroad with Grinnell-in-London, where she
conducted research on a nearby community garden with
longstanding inequities due to lack of investment and
resources. She traveled to India for an internship with
the Sehgal Foundation, a rural-development nonprofit,
conducting research that later culminated in her senior
thesis on the Indian agricultural market system.

In Singapore, Elliott-Rude job shadowed a Grinnell
alumni couple, both involved in human rights law,
through the CLS’ externship program. “We worked on a
training program for lawyers to help defend freedom of
speech in Eastern Europe. They taught me a lot about
the importance of fighting for your values,” she says.

Future: “I plan to go to grad school, but first I want

a year or two of work experience. I hope to work in
international affairs or public policy in the Chicago area.
I know the skills and knowledge I have built at Grinnell
will serve me well.”

SUMMER 2025
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Maddie Hartog (|eﬁ)w
going to Pub Quiz her .
Wednesd"&y night tradition. t

Hometown: New York City

Academics: “I randomly stumbled into anthropology
and ended up loving it. I decided to take another
anthropology class, and I was hooked,” Hartog says.
“I love learning about Jewish people and media
stereotypes. In my senior thesis, I studied Jewish
comedians. I also paid attention to the ways identity
and politics interact in comedy.”

Activities: Chaverim (Jewish Students Club), Pub Quiz,
and Ultimate Frisbee.

Passions: “My friends and I loved going for walks.
Even in the middle of winter, we’d ask each other,
‘Should we go on a walk? The sun’s about to set. It’ll be
beautiful,” Hartog says. “I also tried Ultimate Frisbee
and loved it. It’s an intramural team that competes
against other Midwest college teams. It’s a big group,
but very close.”

THE GRINNELL MAGAZINE

MADDIE HARTOG

wanted to meet people from all
over the world.

“At Grinnell, I've been
equipped with a lot of
skills that will make me
successful.”

“As a first year, I started attending Friday night
dinners and services at Chaverim, the Jewish students’
club, and became involved in that community. I'm very
conscious of maintaining balance, and I need that for
myself,” Hartog says.

Future: “'m still figuring out what’s ahead for me. I
have diverse interests. I’d like to take some time to work
so that I'm able to focus on my interests,” Hartog says.
“Grinnell has great resources that are never going to
leave me, and I’m definitely taking advantage of them.”



Hometown: Mansfield, Pennsylvania

Academics: “I knew I wanted to major in economics,
but I wasn’t sure what to do with that degree. 'm
happy to say that my advisers, professors, and I
figured that out together,” Stein says. “My statistics
concentration adviser challenged me to take classes
outside my major. Thanks to his support, I also
explored philosophy. I loved that I could apply

the knowledge from my Philosophy of Life and
Existentialism classes to my life.”

Stein also conducted two internships; the first
was recommended to him by Grinnell’s Center for
Careers, Life, and Service. “I worked for the Iowa
Center for Economic Success in Des Moines, where
I helped Iowa entrepreneurs get funds to start their
businesses. This showed me how I can make a positive
impact,” Stein says.

Through his job at the Data Analysis
and Social Inquiry Lab, Alex Stein got
hands-on experience working with
data and statistical programming

ALEX STEIN

was looking for a college where
he could challenge himself.

“A year later, I transitioned to a corporate
internship in New York City. I focused on accounting
for high-net-worth clients. It was a rewarding
experience. I worked nine-to-five, lived in one of the
greatest cities in the world, and met great people.”

Activities: Men’s basketball, Grinnell Advocates (raises
awareness about sexual assault and dating violence on
campus), and Student-Athletes Leading Social Change
(SALSC) president.

Passions: “I enjoyed being SALSC president. It was
amazing to host events for the whole campus. I believe
I fulfilled my goal of leaving Grinnell a better place
than when I arrived.”

Future: Stein accepted a full-time position as a
recruiter at Northbound Executive Search in New
York. “I am thrilled to be back in the Big Apple and
take advantage of all the opportunities that present
themselves.” ==
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UILD

From scholarships and mentoring to care packages and study

breaks, alumni affinity groups support students while connecting

Grinnellians from every era

by Anne Stein ’84

hether it’s sharing career advice,
sponsoring a study break, or endowing
scholarships and other funds, four

new alumni affinity groups are giving Grinnellians

a multitude of ways to support and connect with
students while celebrating identity-based communities
on and off campus.

Affinity groups, explains Sarah Smith-Benanti,
associate director of alumni and donor relations for
diverse communities, create space for Grinnellians of
shared identities to connect beyond traditional class
year and regional structures.

“Affinity groups lift up diverse leaders and give voice

to their unique experiences,” she says. Affinity groups

THE GRINNELL MAGAZINE

are about acceptance and interaction and are open
to anyone, whether or not they belong to or identify
directly with that identity-based community. Anyone
with an interest in these cultures and communities is
welcome to join in the efforts to build bridges.

Now in its second full year, Grinnell Rainbow
Alumni (GRA) was the first identity-based affinity
group to organize, and it has since been followed
by three more: the Grinnell Black Alumni Network
(GBAN); Conexiones, for Grinnell’s Latine/x
community; and most recently the Alumni Disability
Alliance (ADA).

Grinnell’s Office of Development and Alumni
Relations also plans to form future affinity groups




BRIDGE

around first generation/low income, Jewish, Asian
American and Pacific Islander, and international
student identities.

“Most of us getting into this alumni affinity group
effort are doing it for the current students, rather than
ourselves,” explains Noel Green ’94, who co-leads
GBAN with Opeyemi Awe ’15. “The more that we can
surround the students with our experiences, expertise,
and knowledge, the more it benefits them. And I love
the feeling of giving back and having an influence on an

up-and-coming student,” says Green, who is executive

director of a charter middle school.

The affinity groups also have worked to educate and
engage alumni more broadly about issues impacting
today’s students. For example, GRA suggested an online

Conexiones

town hall for alums to meet with President Anne F.
Harris. Recently, both GRA and GBAN have hosted
presidential town hall meetings to discuss current
political events. Even though they were organized
by the affinity groups, the meetings were open to all
alumni.

GROWING THE LEGACY

There have long been outreach activities to engage
Black alumni with campus life — along with efforts

to connect current Black students with alumni for
coaching, mentoring, and job hunting. And there is a
long list of Black alums who worked with and on behalf
of students over the years.

SUMMER 2025
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The GBAN organizers say they hope that their group
will serve as a lasting way to honor the work of the
committed Black alums who came before them and be
a tangible support for those who come after them.

Alumni from across generations will have a special
opportunity to come together this fall. GBAN has been
instrumental in helping to organize a Black Alumni
Weekend to be held on campus Oct. 3-5, 2025, the
first such gathering in over a decade. The theme of
the reunion, “Rooted in Excellence: Reawakening Our
Legacy, Rebuilding Our Community,” is envisioned as a
way to engage with the brilliance of Black Grinnellians
while honoring the array of their respective
experiences. All alumni are welcome.

MENTORING CONNECTIONS

Affinity group members regularly talk with students
from SOL (Student Organization of Latine), BSU
(Black Student Union), and SRC (Stonewall Resource
Center) to determine how they can best serve them.

One area of focus has been an intentional
partnership with the MentorGrinnell program, which
provides an online platform for students to seek
guidance and support from alumni, and for alumni to
share their experiences and insights.

THE GRINNELL MAGAZINE

Above: GBAN members gathered in Chicago in March

to discuss plans for the coming year, including the Black
Alumni Weekend events in October. Below: Grinnellians
at the Chicago gathering included (I-r) Aziza Mabrey-
Wakefield 25, Sarah Smith-Benanti, Jeffrey Fields ‘90,
and GBAN co-chairs Ope Awe ‘15, and Noel Green '94.
Right: Debbie Gottschalk ‘90 and Jasiah Villalta 26 had a
chance to talk at the Reunion multicultural reception.

When Kristina Hall ’27, a BSU cabinet member
and economics major signed up for MentorGrinnell,

she was paired with Kari Bassett ’98, who co-chairs
GBAN’s Student Engagement Committee and oversees
the Iowa Black History Research Collective.

“I wanted to meet with Black alumni specifically
because as a Black woman, I wanted to see how (Kari)
handled any academic or personal hardships and get
any advice she could give me,” Hall says. “Having these
affinity groups for students (like the Black Student



“The more that we can surround the students
with our experiences, expertise, and
knowledge, the more it benefits them.”

—NOEL GREEN

_—A

Union) to connect with someone of a similar race, or
cultural identity, or other identities, is important.”

Bassett, who lives outside Des Moines and
frequently comes to campus, says she is impressed
with the level of engagement with affinity groups by
students. “I really commend current students because
they’re actually interested in interacting with us,” says
Bassett, who admits she was “completely terrified of
alumni” when she was a student.

Juliana Gaddis 25 previously served as BSU
co-president and did an internship with Bassett on
Iowa Black history two summers ago. “When you're a
student, it feels like the relationship between students
and alumni is really distant. But meeting with Kari and
other Black alumni helped close that gap.”

PACKAGES FILLED WITH CARE

Even the simplest gestures can create important
connections. Many alums make care packages for
students as a part of the Alumni Care Package project
that was first launched by a group of alumni on the
Everyday Class Notes (ECN) Facebook page. Now in its
11th year, the project is aimed at sending every Grinnell
student a small package of goodies in late February.

A group of alumni have done LGBTQIA+ care
packages for years and sometimes labels such as “This
package contains Queer Pride (and also food)” or
“Asian Snacks to Share with Friends” offer hints about
the theme of the contents inside. Many alums include
notes about their time on campus and offer words of
encouragement.

GRA has become active as a group in the Alumni
Care Packages program, putting together queer-themed
packages. Recently, Conexiones members also decided
to participate in the Alumni Care Package project as
a group. In addition, GRA, Conexiones, and GBAN
coordinate with staff on campus to sponsor study
breaks for students during finals and other stressful
times, and they often purchase culturally specific foods
that are popular with the students for those breaks.

FROM SCHOLARSHIPS TO
DRAG SHOWS

Grinnell Rainbow Alumni (GRA) has four committees,
a quarterly newsletter, and Pride Month alumni get-
togethers. Ren-Gay-Vous gatherings were held in nine
cities this year.

GRA has also created an endowed internship fund
— Kian Witherspoon ’25 was the first recipient to
receive support from that fund last summer — and
has established an endowed scholarship fund that will
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support an award to be given for the first time this year.

“We have about 500 members,” says Rick Rose
’88, a communications professional who co-chairs
the group with Carly Jerome ’11. “It’s not just for
LGBTQIA+ people; it’s also for allies.”

The past two years the group has sponsored Drag
Show as a fundraiser at Reunion. Last year they raised
about $20,000 to finish endowing the Rainbow Alumni
Endowed Scholarship Fund. This year, the show raised
more than $17,000 from over 200 donors.

The second fund is the Rainbow Alumni Endowed
Internship Fund, which annually will provide full
funding to a student from any identity group to
complete an internship at an LGBTQIA+ nonprofit.
The internship was initially funded by a single alum but
since then, says Rose, “we’ve raised about $100,000
from scores of alumni.”

As the first Rainbow intern, Witherspoon spent the
summer at Coextensive Collective, an experimental
art collective focused on the queer and trans people
of color (QTPOC) community in Houston. “It was
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life-changing,” they say. “I built networks of care, grew
professionally, and had a blast along the way!”

In addition to scholarships, GRA encourages
members to donate to the Stonewall Resource Center,
a staff-supported multipurpose space in Younker Hall
that serves the LGBTQIA+ community and other
student groups. The center will be celebrating its 40th
anniversary in 2026.

There have always been generous and involved
queer alumni, says Rose, explaining why he and others
have put so much effort into this affinity group. Those
who founded the GRA also wanted to build better
connections between alumni and the LGBTQIA+
community on campus. “We felt like it was time
to establish something more focused that not only
supports students (as well as faculty and staff) but
reminds people that regardless of their experience at
Grinnell, students can use their help and advice. This is
an opportunity to make things better for students and
to reconnect with the College.”

In a survey of GRA members, the mentorship
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Left: Rainbow Alumni members hosted a Ren-Gay-Vous
event in Washington, D.C. in July. Above: Conexiones
co-chairs Jasmine Sanchez (red dress) and Luis Hernandez
(brown shirt and black shorts) are pictured to the right

of a banner in a group photo taken during Conexiones’
Reunion open house.



program was ranked highest in interest. “There’s a
strong desire to support students directly,” says Rose,
“and queer people helping other queer people is a very
personal and fulfilling part of being a volunteer. And
being able to work one-on-one via a mentorship is
particularly fulfilling.”

GRA also sponsors study breaks at Stonewall
Resource Center as well as the Lavender Brunch
celebration for graduating students.

CONNECTIONS GROW INTO
CONEXIONES

The Conexiones alumni group officially launched

in September 2024 and is co-chaired by Jasmine E.
Sanchez 10 and Luis Hernandez ’15. “We’re a group
of alumni who identify as Latinx/Latine,” says Sanchez,
“and we’re building community with students and
reconnecting alumni who have a wealth of experience
to build bridges across generations, so students have
anetwork and don’t feel alone at college or when they
leave.”

“Our mission is to support and develop lifelong
relationships with Grinnell alumni, current students,
and with other alumni communities.”

Sanchez says the group is building slowly but
surely. To attract members, Conexiones shares stories
about and profiles of Latinx/e students and alumni
via social media and meets with student leaders from
the College’s Student Organization of Latine (SOL).
Conexiones and SOL focus on uplifting Latine/x alumni
and current Latine/x students, respectively, and are
open to any interested alumni and students.

“We need to know what students’ needs are,” she
says. “If we don’t, we aren’t doing our job.” Among
other topics, Sdnchez says, students are interested in
hearing from alumni about their career paths, how
internships helped them, and how they have looked
for jobs. SOL student leaders also support leadership
development as they host campus events and build
community on campus.

During finals week, Julianna Gaddis '25 (leff) and Bethle
Ayele 27 were among the students who gathered in the
Conney M. Kimbo Black Cultural Center to enjoy a study
break and some goodies provided by GBAN members.

Sanchez has met with students and talked to them
about navigating life as a first-generation college
student, balancing work study with academics, and
being away from family for the first time.

“Sometimes you don’t have to take action,” she
says. “You can just listen, and I think it is reassuring to
students. It’s important to connect in informal spaces
and just say ‘hello’.”

In addition to putting together care packages,
Conexiones has sponsored study breaks with snacks
and a get-together with students and alumni at
Reunion. As membership continues to grow, the group
is planning to have alumni social events in different
cities during Latine Heritage Month and to sponsor
career conversations and panels with other affinity
groups and students.

“Sometimes you just want to be in a space where
someone understands your lived experience,” says
Sanchez, about why affinity groups are important. “For
me as a student, it would have been great to hear from
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first-gen, low-income, first-born alums about carrying

all the pressures of how do I graduate, how do I land
a job successfully, and navigating other things that my
parents didn’t know about.”

“I also enjoy building community across generations
because as alums, we have so much to share, but most
importantly, we have so much to learn from current
students on campus,” she says. “At the end of the day,
we want to make sure that students who connect with
us feel seen, held, and cared for.”

A NEW DISABILITY ALLIANCE

The fourth affinity group, and the newest, is the Alumni
Disability Alliance (ADA), headed by Emma Potter
’24 and Em Huss-Lederman ’24. The program is just
getting started, says Huss-Lederman, who currently
works for the College in Alumni Relations as a program
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coordinator and previously worked in the Disability
Resources office when she was a student at Grinnell.
The group is open to all alums and allies.

At the first of three meetings so far, Alliance leaders
talked to students about what could be done to support
them and help them navigate disability resources on
campus. Then they had a roundtable with alums and
Autumn Wilke, the College’s associate chief diversity
officer for disability resources, to learn about current
issues on campus and discuss what alums think is
important.

Topics included how to navigate the transition
from college to graduate school; how to access
accommodations processes; how to help students
get through externships; how to navigate job hunting
and careers with a disability; how to handle invisible
disabilities; and how alumni can support students and
one another.



“At the end of the

day, we want to make
sure that students
who connect with us
feel seen, held, and
cared for.” _.sunee sz

“As alumni, the ADA allows us to find community

post-Grinnell, to reconnect and build new connections.
It allows us to bounce ideas off one another to continue
to support each other and current Grinnellians,” Huss-

Lederman says.

The ADA also celebrated student graduates with
disabilities last spring. Each graduate was awarded a pin
by the Office of Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion, along
with contact information for the affinity group in case
they have questions or need advice. Potter also spoke at
the ceremony. In the future, ADA plans to help fund the
Disability Cultural Center, located in Steiner Hall, with
furniture, snacks, activities, or other items students
might like.

“To be able to pass on any helpful knowledge that
benefited us and can benefit students as they graduate
from Grinnell, to make that transition as easy as
possible for them, allows us to continue our support for

Far left: Caito Scherr ‘09 performed
during the Reunion Drag Show
fundraiser sponsored by GRA during
Reunion. Near left: Alums gathered
for a group photo at the Des Moines
Ren-Gay-Vous event in late June.
Above: Alums celebrating the

GRA group’s kickoff included (I-r)
Rick Rose ‘88, Fae Townsend ‘01,
Randell Christopher ‘87, and
Conner Stanfield '21.

the Grinnell community as alumni,” Huss-Lederman
says. “We’re excited to see how things grow and
develop.” ==

FOR YOUR INFORMATION

Every Grinnell College alumni affinity group is
open to all alums, without regard to identity. Alums
interested in gefting involved with any of the alumni
affinity groups can contact Sarah Smith-Benanti at
smithben @grinnell.edu or 641-269-9888.

LEARN MORE ONLINE

Affinity Groups: alumni.grinnell.edu/affinity
Rainbow Alumni: alumni.grinnell.edu/rainbow
Black Alumni: alumni.grinnell.edu/gban
Conexiones: alumni.grinnell.edu/conexiones
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A LEGACY OF

SERVICE

The Lori Ann Schwab 95
Alumni Grant Helps Grinnellians

Make a Difference

by Tim Schmitt




hen Tara M. Neavins ’93, PhD, and her

daughters, Sofia and Angelica, delivered

175 colorful, hand-tied fleece blankets to
a clinic in Sacramento, California, they weren’t just
offering warmth. They were offering dignity, choice,
and compassion to survivors of sexual assault.

Made by the girls’ local Girl Scout troop with
support from the Lori Ann Schwab ’95 Alumni Grant,
the blankets replaced drab hospital-issued coverings
with vibrant patterns, bright colors, and messages of
empowerment. Survivors, some as young as five, were
invited to choose the blanket they liked best, restoring
a measure of agency in a moment often defined by fear
and powerlessness.

“So much had been taken away from them and lost
and now they could make a choice,” says Neavins, who
earned her doctorate in human services psychology. “As
a psychologist, I know that was an actual intervention
that helped prevent long-term harm. They now have a
choice, and that matters.”

The project also sparked powerful conversations

within the troop about sexual violence. “They felt
empowered, too,” Neavins says. “They felt heard; they
felt seen.”

Created in 2006 by Doug and Lisbeth Schwab in honor
of their daughter, the alumni grant program honors
Lori Ann Schwab ’95, a Berkeley native and Grinnell
art major who died suddenly from an 