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GEMMA SALA
	1210 Park Street

Grinnell College

Grinnell, IA 50112
	salag@grinnell.edu

Tel. 203-444-3045


ACADEMIC POSITIONS

Grinnell College (2016-) Associate Professor, Department of Political Science
Grinnell College (2010-2016) Assistant Professor, Department of Political Science

Grinnell College (2008-10) Instructor, Department of Political Science

Yale University (January-May 2008) Lecturer, Department of Political Science

Wesleyan University (January-December 2007) Visiting Instructor, Department of Government

EDUCATION
Yale University, Ph.D. Political Science, December 2010
Dissertation: “Can Courts Make Federalism Work? The Impact of the Constitutional Court on Federal Conflict in Spain.” 
Advisors: Professors Frances M. Rosenbluth, Juan J. Linz, David R. Cameron.
Areas of specialization: Comparative Politics, Political Economy, Methodology.
Yale University, M.Phil, Political Science, December 2001.
Universitat de Barcelona, Spain. B.A., 1992-1996

Major in Political Science, Concentration in Sociology.
PUBLICATIONS
Peer-reviewed journals
“How do Courts Shape Conflict in Federal Systems: Judicial Predictability and Litigation Strategies in Spain”. Revise and resubmit. 
“The Judicialization of Politics Disentangled”, with Rebecca Hamlin. The Oxford Review Encyclopedia. December 2017.
“Can Courts Make Federalism Work? A Game Theory Model of Court-Induced Compliance and Defection in Federal Systems” (2015) Economies 2(4): 193-217.
“Federalism Without Adjectives in Spain” (2014) Publius: The Journal of Federalism 44 (1): 109-134.
“Polonia 1989-1999: Forma de gobierno, sistema electoral y sistema de partidos” (2001) Diario de Jornadas sobre las Transiciones Políticas de Europa Oriental, Universidad de Valencia, with Dr. Rafael Martinez. 

“Polonia 1989-1997: Forma de gobierno, sistema electoral y sistema de partidos” (1999) Revista de Estudios Políticos, num. 100, April-June, with Dr. Rafael Martinez.
Newspaper Op-eds
“La politización del Tribunal Constitucional: ¿Desde cuándo y hasta cuándo?” eldiario.es. October 19, 2013. http://www.eldiario.es/autores/gemma_sala/
Book Reviews
“Bailey, Michael A. and Forrest Maltzman. The Constrained Court: Law, Politics and the Decisions that Justices Make. Princeton University Press. 2011” (2013) Justitita: Newsletter of the Law and Courts Standing Group of the European Consortium of Political Research.

“Revisión crítica al libro ‘La democracia y sus críticos” (1997) de Robert A. Dahl” Published in Revista Española de Investigaciones Sociológicas 79, July-September, pp. 347-355.

“Revisión crítica al libro ‘Political Sociology’, de Tom Bottomore” (1995) Published in Revista Española de Investigaciones Sociológicas 69, January-March, pp. 260-271.

Data bases

The Spanish Constitutional Court Federalism Data Set (2012). It includes every appeal brought to the Constitutional Court regarding the federal division of powers in Spain between 1980 and 2008 –a total of 1,714 cases. 
Teaching Materials 

“Integració Política” (2004) Course manual. Barcelona: Universitat Oberta de Catalunya.
“Técniques d’investigació social en les Ciències Socials” (2003) Course manual. Barcelona: Universitat Oberta de Catalunya. 

WORK IN PROGRESS

Book project. “The Right (Time) to Secede: Why do Nationalist Parties Demand a Referendum of Independence when They Do”.
SELECTED PRESENTATIONS
Conference presentations

“Time to Leave: The Electoral Determinants of Secessionism behind Referendums of Independence” Paper to be presented at the Annual APSA meeting, Boston, August-September 2018.

“The Electoral Determinants of Secessionism: The Case of Scotland”, Association for the Study of Ethnicity and Nationalism, London School of Economics, March 2017.

“The Right (Time) to Secede: Bidding for Independence in Catalonia and Scotland”, American Political Science Association Meeting, Philadelphia, September 2016 and Midwest Political Science Association Meeting, Chicago, April 2016.
“The Right (Time) to Secede: Why do Nationalist Parties Demand a Referendum of Independence when They Do”. 22nd International Conference for Europeanists, Paris, July 2015. 
“Judicialization of Politics: What it is and How to Find it”. American Political Science Annual Meeting in Washington D.C., August 2014.
“In the Court's Shadow: the Impact of Judicial Review on Federalism in Spain”. American Political Science Association Meeting in New Orleans –meeting was cancelled. 
“Judicial Decision Making under Changing Constraints: a Comparison between the United States and Europe” American Political Science Association meeting, Seattle, September 2011. Also presented at the ECPR General Conference, Reykjavik, Iceland, August 2011.
“Making Federalism Work: The Impact of Courts on Federalism in Spain”. Council of European Studies. 17th Meeting of Europeanists, Montreal, April 2011. An earlier version of this paper was also presented at the Centro de Estudios Políticos y Constitucionales workshop, Madrid, January 2011. 
“The Conditions for Cooperation in Multinational Federations”, Meeting of the Association for the Study of Nationalities, Columbia University, New York, April 2009. A revised version of this paper was presented at the Biannual Meeting of the Council for European Studies, Montreal, May 2010.
“The Impact of Judicial Review on Federalism in Spain”. Paper presented at the Midwest Political Science Association Meeting, Chicago, April 2009.
“Federalism without Adjectives in Spain”, Paper presented at the Midwest Political Science Association Meeting, Chicago, April 2009. 
“Can Courts Make Federalism Work?” Paper presented at the Comparative Politics Workshop, Yale University, Spring 2008 and the IPSA section meeting on Comparative Judicial Politics, Montreal, June 2008

“Court-induced Compliance and Defection to Federalism: Reflections on the Case of Spain”. Presented at the Comparative Politics Workshop, Yale University, Spring 2007 and the MPSA Annual Meeting, Chicago, April 2007, and for the APSA Annual Meeting, Chicago, 2007. Also presented 
“Learning to Litigate: Changing Political Strategies at the Constitutional Court of Spain”. Paper prepared for the APSA Annual Meeting, Philadelphia, September 2006.
Invited talks

2018. “Electoral Motivations for a Referendum of Independence: the Case of Scotland”. Center for Constitutional Studies, Universitat de Barcelona.    

2015. “The Judicialization of Politics: An Essentially Contested Concept”. UMass, Amherst, MA.
2013. “Will Spain Split? Catalan Mobilization for Independence”. University of Northern Iowa, IA.
2012. “In the Court's Shadow: the Impact of Judicial Review on Federalism in Spain”. Department of Political Science. University of Iowa, IA.

2011. “Litigation by Choice: The Conditions behind the Constitutionalization of Federalism disputes in Spain”, Centro de Estudios Políticos y Constitucionales, Madrid, Spain. 

FELLOWSHIPS AND AWARDS

2018.
Franklin Research Grant, American Philosophical Association.
2017.
Grinnell College, Competitive Research Grant.

2016. 
Course Embedded Travel. Institute for Global Engagement, Grinnell College. 

2014.
Grinnell College, Competitive Research Grant.

2011. 
Grinnell College, Summer Research Fellowship. 

2009.

Mellon Smith Fund, Grinnell College.
2006.

Institut d’Estudis Autonòmics Research Grant. Generalitat de Catalunya, Spain.

2005-2006. 
Research Fellowship, Universitat de Barcelona, Spain, 2006

2004. 

Latin American and Iberian Studies Dissertation Award, Yale University

2002-2003.
John F. Enders Dissertation Fellowship. Yale University,
2000.

Institut d’Estudis Autonòmics Research Grant. Generalitat de Catalunya, Spain.
1999-2004.
Teaching Fellowship, Yale University.
1997-1999. 
"La Caixa" Foundation Felllowship, Spain, 1997-1999 

TEACHING EXPERIENCE
Grinnell College, Department of Political Science. Instructor and Assistant Professor, 2008-


Courses: The Politics of the New Europe, Nationalism, Courts and Politics in 
Comparative Perspective, Introduction to Political Science, Tutorial: Mapping the City.
Yale University, Department of Political Science. Lecturer, Spring 2008.

Courses: European Politics; Democracy in Latin America.
Wesleyan University, Government Department. Visiting Instructor, Spring and Fall 2007. 



Courses: Comparative Constitutional Politics; Transitions to Democracy. 
Research Mentor
Grinnell College
2010. William von Geldern, “Mega-events and Political Mobilization in the 2010 South Africa World Cup”. Paper presented at the National Council for Undergraduate Research.
2011. Shuming Chen, “Does a Biased Constitutional Court Safeguard federalism”. Presented at the Midwest American Political Association meeting.
2011. Elizabeth Maltby, “The European Court of Justice and Federalization in Europe”. Presented at the Midwest American Political Association meeting.
2012. Lea Greenberg, “Measuring the Ideology in of European Constitutional Court Justices”.
2012. César Cabezas, “Indegenismo as Nationalism in Perú”. Presented at the Midwest American Political Association meeting.
2014. Peter Bautz, “Fascist Nationalisms”.
2014. Jordan Hale, “Protection of Rights in Central and Eastern European Countries”. Presented at the Midwest American Political Association meeting.
2016. Strahinja Matejic. The Relevance of International Partners in Democratization. 
Wesleyan University
2007. Joanna Tice, “American Cosmopolitanism?: Criticism of Seyla Benhabib’s Discourse Ethics of Migration with the US Media Discourse”.

2008. Ilona Kramer, “Francoism and the Transformation of Peripheral Nationalisms in Spain”.
PROFESSIONAL ACTIVITIES
Research Assistant

Institut d’Estudis Autonòmics, Barcelona, Spain (2005-2006). Conducting interviews and jurisprudence search regarding the reform of the regional Constitution in Catalonia, Spain. 

Professor Frances Rosenbluth, Yale University (February - August 2004) on the Comparative Judicial Politics project. 

Professor Judith Resnik, Yale Law School (Summer 2000) on Judicial Federalism in Canada, USA and Australia.

Diputació de Barcelona, Spain (1996-1997) “The Role of Second-Level Local Administrations in the European Union”. Network of European Supra-Municipal Public Administrations.
College and Professional Service

Grinnell College

Chair of the Department of Political Science 2018-2021.

Social Studies Division Personnel Committee 2017-2018.

Faculty Organization Committee. Elected position. Grinnell College. 2016-2017.

Board Member. Peace and Conflict Studies, Grinnell College. 2015-

Committee Member. European Studies Concentration. Grinnell College. 2012-
Committee Member. Instructional Support Committee. Grinnell College 2013-2015.
Faculty Reviewer. Office of International Students (OISA). Grinnell College. Spring 2011.

Board Member of the Humanities Center, Grinnell College, 2011-2014.

Board Member of the Center for International Studies. Grinnell College, 2010-2012.

Committee Member of the Off-Campus Study program. Grinnell College, 2010-2012.
Member (including co-chair) of seven Faculty Search Committees (2009-)
Reviewer.
Nationalism Papers 2016-




West European Studies 2016-




Electoral Studies 2015-




Política y Gobierno. 2014-



Publius: The Journal of Federalism. 2012-
Book Review Editor. ECPR Law and Courts Section, 2011-2013.

Discussant. “Legislating at the European Parliament”, Midwest Political Science Association, Chicago, April 2016.



“The Language of Litigation and the Politization of British Judges”, Seminario del 
Centro de Estudios Políticos y Constitucionales, Madrid, June 2012.
“Transitional Justice” Midwest Political Science Association, Chicago, April 2009.

Organizer. 
“Social Science Workshop”, Grinnell College, September 2009-. Organizer.
“El Futuro Es Asia”, Universitat de Barcelona, June 2006. Co-organizer and Panel Chair.
“5th International Symposium on Bilingualism”, Universitat Autònoma de Barcelona, March 2004. Co-organizer.
“Old Populism, New Populism in Latin America”, Yale University, April 2000. Co-organizer, discussant, and rapporteur.   

Workshop Participant
“Peace and Conflict Studies: Curriculum and Assessment” Grinnell College, May 2015.

“Redesigning the European Studies Concentration in the New Century”. Grinnell College, May 2012

“The Challenges of Diversity and Assimilation in Turkey”, Bogazici University, Istanbul, Turkey, June 2009.

Secession, Local Autonomy and Liberty, Liberty Fund, New Castle, NH, April 2004.

First Summer Seminar on Sociological and Political Research, Harvard University, August 2005.
Social Change Workshop, Institute of Humane Studies. University of Virginia, Charlottesville, June 2002.
Professional Association Memberships
American Political Science Association (August 2002-)
Council for European Studies (March 2010-)
Midwest Political Science Association (March 2007-2010; 2016)

Association for the Study of Nationalities (April 2008-2011; 2016) 
(GS, September 2018)      
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