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Education 
 
PhD    2010 University of Iowa 

Major Field: Medieval with specialization in Gothic and Iberian Architecture  
Minor Fields: Renaissance Art, Modern Architecture 
Dissertation: “From Mosque to Cathedral: The Social and Political Significations of 
Mudejar Architecture in Late Medieval Seville” (Adviser: Dr. Robert Bork; Committee: Dr. 
Wallace Tomasini, Dr. Barbara Burlison Mooney, Dr. Brenda Longfellow, Dr. Katherine 
Tachau, and Dr. D. Fairchild Ruggles) 

 
MA    2003 University of Iowa, Art History 
 
BA     2000 University of Missouri-Columbia, Art History (Cum Laude) 

Minor: Classical Studies 
           Study abroad program at Imperial College of the University of London, Summer 1999 

  
 
Professional and Academic Experience 
 
2022-present    Grinnell Liberal Arts in Prison Program 

Lecturer and Tutor (courses: taught Introduction to Art and Art History; tutor for a 
variety of courses) 

 
2019-present    Grinnell College 

Lecturer (courses: various courses on Spanish medieval and colonial art, European 
medieval and Renaissance art, Islamic art, and Introduction to Art and Art History.  

 
2013 -2019​ Central Iowa Christian School 

    ​ Creative Arts Instructor 
Taught basic skills for creating and understanding art to grades k-8th 
Selected and installed pieces for a number of art shows and competitions 

 
2016 (spring)​Grinnell College 
2011(fall)​ Lecturer (courses: Introduction to Art and Art History and Monastery and Cathedral) 
 
2011 (spring)​ Iowa Valley Community College – Grinnell 

​ Adjunct Professor (course: Art Appreciation) 
 



2010 (fall)​ Augustana College, Department of Art History 
​ Adjunct Professor (courses: Western Art: Prehistoric through Byzantine and Greek          

and Roman Art) 
 
2009 ​ ​ University of Iowa, Department of Art and Art History 

 ​ Research Assistant to Dr. Robert Bork 
Assisted  Dr. Bork with curriculum development  
Organized digital images for Dr. Bork’s lectures 

 
2005-09 ​ University of Iowa, Department of Art and Art History 
​ Instructor of Record (courses: Western Art and Culture Before 1400, Western Art 

and Culture After 1400, Introduction to Medieval Art, and Introduction to European 
Architecture) 

 
2003-05​ University of Iowa, Main Library, Special Collections 

Research Assistant 
Organized and inventoried the Alternative Traditions in the Contemporary Arts 
Collection, which consists of contemporary artworks and related documentation 
Researched relevant artists and art movements for cataloging purposes  
Assisted patrons interested in the collection 

 
2001-04​ University of Iowa, Department of Art and Art History  

Teaching Assistant (courses: Masterpieces in Ancient Art, Western Art and Culture   
Before 1400, and Western Art and Culture After 1400) 
Prepared and implemented lesson plans 
Prepared and graded exams and assignments 
Calculated final course grades 

 
2002(summer)University of Iowa, Department of Art and Art History  

​ Research Assistant to Dr. Robert Bork 
Acquired, scanned, and edited images for Dr. Bork’s research projects 
Selected and ordered hardware and software necessary to scan and edit images 

 
2000-01​ Nelson-Atkins Museum of Art, Spencer Art Reference Library 

Circulation Assistant (volunteer from Aug.-Nov. 2000) 
Maintained stacks and book circulation 
Assisted public patrons and staff  
Ordered supplies for library 
Assisted in preparation of annual budget 
Prepared reserve items for staff 

 
2000 (spring)​University of Missouri-Columbia, Museum of Art and Archaeology 
            ​ Volunteer 

Assisted in exhibit installation  
Maintained gallery spaces 



 
 
 
Grants and Awards 
 
Research: 
2009​ University of Iowa, Charles Cuttler Grant 
2009​ University of North Texas, Travel Award for Best Paper at the 4th Annual Medieval Graduate 
​ Student Symposium 
2007​ Spanish Ministry of Culture, Program for Cultural Cooperation between Spanish Ministry of 
​ Culture and United States Universities Research Grant 
2007​ University of Iowa, Stanley Graduate Award for International Research 
2006​ University of Iowa, Student Government Research Grant 
2006 ​ University of Iowa, T. Anne Cleary Travel Fellowship 
2004​ University of Iowa, Charles Cuttler Grant 
2004​ University of Iowa, Graduate Student Senate Travel Funds Award 
2004​ University of Iowa, International Programs Graduate Student Travel Award 
2003​ University of Iowa, Student Government Research Grant 
 
Teaching: 
2021    Humanities in Action Mellon Grant       
2004​ University of Iowa, Outstanding Teaching Assistant Award 
 
 
 
Publications 
 
2016    Book Review: “Tom Nickson, Toledo Cathedral: Building Histories in Medieval Castile.” 

Speculum 92-2 (2017): 556-558. 
 
2009​ Invited Article: “Churches Made Fit for a King: Alfonso X and Meaning in the Religious 

Architecture of Post-Conquest Seville.” Medieval Encounters 15.2-4 (2009): 391-413. 
 
 
 
Scholarly Presentations 
 
2012   The Medieval Institute, Western Michigan University, Kalamazoo, MI, 46th International 

Medieval Congress on Medieval Studies, May 2012, “Coexistence or Conflict? The 
Architectural Legacy of Convivencia in Contemporary Spain.” 

 
2009​ Art Institute of Chicago, Chicago, IL, 44th Annual Graduate Student Seminar, April 2009, 
​ “Decoding Mudejar: The Specific Case of Pedro I and the Mudejar Religious Architecture of 

Seville.” 



 
2009​ University of North Texas, Denton, TX, Medieval Graduate Student Symposium, January 

2009, “The ‘Stratigraphy’ of Remembering: Reality and Myth in the Visigothic Origins of 
Seville’s Churches.” 

 
2007​ University of Wisconsin-Madison, Al-Andalus: Cultural Diffusion and Hybridity in Iberia 

(1000-1600), October 2007, “The Churches of Crusading Kings: Meaning in the Mudejar 
Religious Architecture of Post-Conquest Seville.” 

 
2007​ The Medieval Institute, Western Michigan University, Kalamazoo, MI, 42nd International 

Medieval Congress on Medieval Studies, May 2007, “Constructing Power: The Mudejar 
Residences of Isabel I of Castile.” 

 
2005​ University of Iowa, Iowa City, IA, Art History Graduate Student Symposium, March 2005, 

“Center vs. Periphery: Gothic and Islamic Forms in the Late Medieval Religious 
Architecture of Seville.”  

 
2004​ Università G. D’Annunzio, Dipartimento Infrastrutture e Architettura, Pescara, Italy, 

The Mediterranean Medina International Symposium, June 2004, “From Mosque to 
Cathedral: Late Medieval Religious Architecture in Seville.” 

 
2004​ The Medieval Institute, Western Michigan University, Kalamazoo, MI, 39th International 

Medieval Congress on Medieval Studies, May 2004, “Symbols of Spain: the Reception and 
Adaptation of Mudejar Wooden Roofs in Seville.” 

 
 
Service and Activities 
 
2025-present   Service Committee, Grinnell United Methodist Church 
2024-present   Grinnell-Newburg Band Booster 
2011-2024       Youth Group Leader, Grace Community Church  
2013-2019       Malcom Youth and After School Program Leader 
2011-2015       Malcom City Council (Mayor Pro Tem 2013-2015) 
2001-07​ University of Iowa, Art History Graduate Student Symposium (Travel Committee, 

2006-07, Refreshment Committee, 2003-04, Submission Review Committee, 
2001-02) 

2004-05​ University of Iowa, Undergraduate Student Symposium, Adviser to presenters 
2001-07​ University of Iowa, Art History Society (Vice President, 2002-2004) 
1999-00​ University of Missouri, Art Spectrum (undergraduate art history club) 
1998-00​ University of Missouri, Campus Crusade for Christ 
 
 
 



Languages 
 
Spanish 
Reading proficient, basic speaking and writing capabilities 
 
French 
Basic reading capabilities 
 
Academic Coursework 
 
University of Iowa 
​ General: History and Methods 
​ Ancient: Etruscan Art 

Medieval: Gothic Architecture, Gothic Architectural Design, History of the Medieval 
Church, The Late Medieval North, Readings in Late Medieval Art and Architecture, 
Early Medieval Art, Readings on Medieval Women 

Renaissance: The Sculptural Origins of Michelangelo, Leonardo, Michelangelo, Raphael 
and Contemporaries: Renaissance to Modern, The World of Giotto and Dante, Readings 
in Renaissance Architectural Theory 

Modern: Problems in 19th-century Art: Cézanne, Van Gogh, and Gauguin, Marcel Duchamp 
and His Influence, Modern Architecture 

American: American Western Art, The American City, Problems in American Art: the 
American Landscape 

Non-Western: Japanese Art, Chinese Art and Culture 
 
University of Missouri  

Major Coursework: History of Western Art I-II, Baroque Art, Late Medieval Art, American 
Art and Architecture, American Architecture, British Art 1640-1840, 19th-century 
European Art, Roman Art and Archaeology 

Study Abroad Program: Shakespearean Literature at Imperial College of the University of    
London 
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